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INTRODUCTION. 



It is impossible for any mind to grasp and comprehend in 
one view, the stupendous events narrated in the succeeding 
chapters of this book. It seems impossible for the ordinary in- 
tellect to appreciate that these chapters comprise the details of 
the most tragic and heart-rending calamity that ever befel 
a people since the beginning of history. It is not yet adequately 
understood — perhaps mil not be in our generation— that the 
Conflagration of Chicago, will, in the records of future ages, figure 
as the crowning disaster of the Nineteenth Century, — a disaster 
not like that which over-took Herculaneum and Pompeii, for 
they still He buried beneath the ruins of their grandeur, — but as the 
holocaust of that wonderful City which sprang into existence at 
the behest of the very Aladdin of enterprise, and exhaled before 
a cloud of flame like the unsubstantial fabric of a vision, tliati 
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18 THROUGH THE FLAMES AKC BEYOXC. 

like tlie Plicenix, lias already arisen from licr ashes, ain3 is pUim- 
iiig liei'self for still grander aebieTements than those -which so 
eminently distinguished her in the past. Her ashes aro not 
yet cold, but they are already surnioimted hy edifices whose eub- 
sfcantial construction would seem to be the result of long and 
patient toil, and the hum of business ia again heard in those 
streets that but a few days ago were so completely devastated 
by the Demon of Flame. The new wonder will prove more 
wonderful than the old, for the fire has operated like the sowing 
of dragons' teeth, in raising up men equal to the great emer- 
gency, who will promptly master the situation and command it. 
We have more to do with the old Chicago than the new, with 
stem facts than prediction, with history that is more romantic 
than the veriest fiction that ever found its germ in the human 
intellect. The true record of the Chicago Tire, its facts, figures, 
incidents, hair breadth escapes, miraculous rescues, individual 
daring, and the noble charities of the world that flowed in upon 
its victims with a spontaneity as unprecedented as they were 
grateful and humane, serve as foundation and superstructure of 
" Chicago as it was asd is "; but dealing, as it does, with real- 
ities alone, it is almost impossible for the compiler to divest his 
mind of the impression that he is recording a horrid phantasma- 
gorical vision, rather than the facts of real life. Away from the 
ruins, and with all the consequences of the disaster removed from 
view, it is impossible to realize that in the short space of twenty- 
four hours the wealth of our North-western metropolis was dis- 
counted in the sum of near 1200,000,000 ; that, worse than the 
mere pecuniary loss, treasures of art, and accumulations of the 
lore of ages, that no amount of wealth can replace, were devoured 
by the flames ; and immeasurably worse yet, that hundreds of 
precious lives were swept away in the irresistablo M'hirlwind of 
fire, which respected neither young nor old, beauty nor inno- 
cence, the strong nor the helpless, but, more implacable than the 
demons of tho Hcrotban massacre, pursued them to the deatli. 
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■without regard to age, sex or condition. It is a chapter of horrors 
that can only be written aa it was, with a pen of fire ; but our 
task is to clothe in words an approximate idea of its realities, and 
a true version of the facts, that are destined to occupy a promi- 
nent page in history. 

"We undertake this task in the belief that an eye-witness 
of many of the scenes and incidents herein detailed and a person- 
al acquaintance of most of the actors in and sufferers by the 
overwhelmmg calamity, is best prepared to give a reliable version 
of its remarkable phenomena, adventures and contingencies ; of 
its wonderful escapes, fearful tragedies and indescribable results 
— but it is necessary for the reader to understand, that very few 
intelligent observers witnessed the scenes and incidents described 
from the same points of observation ; that many were overcome 
by fear, personal bereavements or great anxiety ; that before 
the bewildered gaze of every onlooker, the appalling panorama 
of flame passed with the speed of the whirlwind, Hcking up, with 
its thousand-forked tongue, great blocks of brick and stone build- 
ings as readily as if they had been mere toy houses of lath ; 
and that intelligible description is necessarily hampered by these 
and a hundi-ed other influences that encumber the minds of those 
who are now seeking to make a reliable history of these astounding 
occurences. The reader that did not witness these scenes never 
can picture them to his imagination. The readiest writer that 
saw and mingled in them will never present the picture as he saw 
it, to the mind of his reader : for neither pen nor pencil can do it 
justice. However heartrending the details, the rent hearts of 
thousands of bereaved ones wUl declare them far, very far, short 
of the truth. 

The liveliest imagination cannot picture the unutterable sad- 
ness of such a reality, but to bring the facts right home to the 
business and bosom of readers everywhere, let them suppose 
some of the leading incidents and results of the succeeding his- 
tory to occur in their own towns and cities. To-day they are 
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prosperous, progressive, happy : in the silent watches of the 
night tho angel of destruction comes with his flaming sworcl and 
devastates all their substance ; brings death to their loved ones, 
poverty to theh- millionaires, dire want to all their people, Tho rich 
man of to-day is to-mori-ow a beggar; the happy wife and mother, 
widowed, childless, insane; husbands bereft, and lovers separated 
by the pathless ocean of death. Everything gone at ono fell 
stroke, even before the fact of tho destruction can be realized, 
and nothing left but the evidences of utter ruin ! The vilest 
crusts have now become sweet morsels to the pampered ehildi'en 
of luxury ; and the fop of yesterday, who criticised his tailor 
without mercy for tho slightest ^ninldo in his fashionable habil- 
iments, accepts in charity a soiled and thrcad-baro coat aa a 
piiceless boon. Dives and Lazarus are equally sohcitous of 
crumbs. The fashionable belle forgets the length of her trail 
and the style of her chignon in the merciless gnawings of hun- 
ger, and joins the eleemosynary throng in a chintz Wrapper, 
and without a care for tlie opinion of " society," anxious to 
satisfy the demands of nature at any sacrifice of pride. In this 
slight recapitulation of actual occurrences there is something of 
the grotesc[ue mingled with the tragic, but it is all sufficiently 
woefid, and unutterably sad. 

It seems impossible to give too much emphasis to the 
noble humanity of people in all parts of the world, when the cry 
for help was flashed over the wires from Chicago. It was the cry 
that made all mankind kin on the instant, and the strife imme- 
diately began as to who should be first in making an adequate 
response. Those who were most conveniently located, geograph- 
ically, were of course first on the ground, but supplies were at 
once started from all points of the compass, and from every local- 
ity where the emergency was understood. No city can honestly 
claim the credit of having been first in tho work, for action was 
simvliancous throughout the land, and in a few hours after receipt 
of the news, great trains of supplies were on the way from New 



HD,redbyGOOgle 



CHICAGO AS rr WAS AND AS IT IS. 21 

York, Pliiladelphia, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Louisville 
and all the cities of import an ce. It may appear invidious to par- 
ticularize, but it is well known, that Col. FiSK and the officers of 
the Erie Koad were especially active in measui'es for the imme- 
diate relief of the sufferers A special train was loaded with the 
misceliaBeous contributions of the people of New York — includiug 
clothing, provisions, blankets, mattresses ; a great collection of 
substantial goods, — the road cleared for the occasion, and all ar- 
rangements complete under the personal supervision of Col. FiSK, 
The ponderous engine is attached and the colonel stands with 
watch in hand to give the last directions. 

" All ready, Sam ? " 

" Heady, Colonel" 

" What is the quietest time ever made between New York 
and Buffalo, Sam?" 

" 12.20, Colonel." 

" Mate it to-day in 11.20." 

" Open her, Sam," 

And Sam Walker, a tall, grey eyed, nervy man — ^just the man 
for the place, and honestly proud of his position, with compressed 
lips, drew back the lever, and the train swept away, forty, fifty 
miles an hour, with help for the houseless, starving hosts of the 
burned city. 

A similar incident in St. Louis : 

"What time shall I make, Mr. Johnson?" 

" The best your machine can show." 

" What stops ? " 

" Only for wood and water." 

" How's the track ? " 

"All clear. Everything is side-tracked for this special." 

An entire raih-oad line given up to the work of instant 
relief! 

Mn£s Greentv'ooep, one of the oldest and most respected 
citizens of Cincinnati, came in charge of the detachment of the 



HD,redbyGOOgle 



22 THROUGH THE FLAME3 AND BEYOND. 

fire department of that city. He was for several years chief 

engineer of the flopartment. 

" Where is jour Engineer ?" was his first question. 

" Gone home, sir, completely exliausted." 

" "Who has charge, then ?" 

" I am in charge," said a young man, stepping to the front. 

" Well, the Cincinnati boys are here with their machines. 
What do you want iis to play on?" 

"You may play on that elevator over yonder." 

" Is it ou fire ?" 

" No, sir." 

" Then we shan't play on it. We came here to put out 
fire. What is that fire over there ?" pointing in another direc- 
tion. 

" That is a Coal Yard." 

" We'll go and put it out." 

At it they went and were as good as their word. Then they 
extinguished the fire in other coal yards and saved near two mil- 
lions bushels of coal. These Cincinnati boys did not tire as long 
as there was anything to do, and accompHshed a vast amount of 
good under the leadership of Mr. Greenwood, — and when their 
work was done they returned, orderly and in perfect discipline 
to their honored city, proud of having accomplished something 
in the work of humanity- 

The relief committees who came to us with the bountiful 
offeriugs of noble hearts everywhere, were generally the represen- 
tative men of their communities, but they proved to be working- 
men in the great emergency, and took hold of matters with a will 
that commanded success, and resulted in just what was sought— 
reUef. Their works, their offerings, and kmdly sympathy, proved 
the kinship of humanity beyond a doubt. The skeptic can now 
find the evidence written in letters of love all over the ashes and 
ruins of the once proud city. Wherever the story of the con- 
flagration was told, the hearts of mankind responded to theim- 
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pulse of Tiiiiversul brotherhood. All seemed to act in tlie spirit 
of the noble sentiment of Sir "Walter Scott: " The race of man- 
kind wonld perish, did they cease to aid each other. From the 
time the mother binds the child's head, till the moment that same 
kind assistant wipes the death-damps from the brow of the dy- 
ing, we cannot exist without mutual help. All, therefore, that 
needs aid, have a right to ask it from their fellow mortals ; no 
one who holds the power of granting, can refuse it without guilt. " 
True humanity consists in a disposition of heart to relieve mis- 
ery. It appertains rather to the mind than the nen'es, and 
prompts men to use real and active endeavors to execute the 
actions it suggests. Men, women, and even children, throughout 
the land, responded nobly to this sentiment : and great corpora^ 
tions, that are said to have no souls, felt the thrill of benevolence 
and responded to its promptings. Bankers opened their hearts 
and their strong boxes ; beggars pawned their all to give to those 
whose needs were so exigent- A man in St. Louis gave all he 
had ; a poor woman gave her cow ; a little negro contributed his 
only dime ; a poor student sold all his books and donated the 
proceeds ; a farmer in Northern Indiana auctioned off his hops 
for the benefit of the sufferers and handed over the entire pro- 
ceeds to tho Belief Committee ; a boot-black announced that the 
receipts of one day's work would go to the needy of Chicago, and 
was enabled to make a donation of twenty-five dollars as tho re- 
sult ; an Irish laborer gave his wages for an enth'e week ; the 
theatres gave benefits, that proved benefits indeed ; the churches 
made noble contributions ; even inmates of our prisons were en- 
abled to do something in the way of relief. Those who did not 
give are the unenviable few that have no conception of generous 
impulses — those who cannot appreciate the blessed principle 
that no amount of giving can ever impoverish true benevolence. 
Verily it is " better to give than to receive." 
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yfo may be expected to say a -word regarding {he recon- 
struction of Chicago, but the following extract from an cditoi-ial 
article in the London News is so perfect a reflex of the thoughts 
and acta of our people, and so admirably expressed, we giYe place 
to it instead of similar ideas in our own language : 

" This is the consolation which already the pride and enei^ 
of Chicago offer to the people. There seems to us something 
admirable and characteristic m the elasticity and courage which 
thus leap up the moment the storm of devastation has done its 
uttermost, and cry out, " We are not -wholly conquered after all ; 
let us go to work at once and retrieve what we can." Kay, 
tiiere are eyen men in Chicago, who having lost tlie 
fortunes of many years accumulations, are heard already 
to say that tlie lire has taught a useful lesson ; that 
all the obliterated pai-t of the city was built on a bad plan, and 
that it must be better done this time. The vastness of this calam- 
ity is fully recognized, indeed it is written in letters of blood and 
flame, which dely any misinterpretation. It is told by the living 
and the dead; by the houseless wanderers as well as by the cart- 
loads of coi-psea. It is proclaimed by what remains as well as 
by what has fallen. It is simply a story of sudden destruction 
which stands alone in history. ^But the one fact remains — Chi- 
cago still lives ; and the courage which springs up at once from 
the ground to proclaim that fact is the grandest evidence that the 
ruins will yet be repaired. Certainly, if any people on earth 
ever deserved help, these people do, who are thus so ready and 
resolute to help themselves. The claim to the sympathy and 
succor of the English nation which were given to Chicago 
in her unparalleled misfortune, can only be strengthened and in- 
creased by her indomitable courage." 

Near 5.000 building permits have already been issued, and 
there will bo no interruption in the work of rebuilding until the 
new Chicago arises from the ashes of the old, in more substan- 
tial grandeur, rehabilitated, immeasurably improved, and all the 
better for her thorough purification. These are bold words, but 
their verification is near at hand. 



This book would be incompleto and unsatisfactory without 
oe general reference to the great fires of history, and especially 
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to tliose which devasted large tracts of the Northwest, almost 
contemporaneously with the Chicago holocaust. The leading 
facts and incidents of these fires are given in their proper place, 
and will be found of no less absorbing iuterest than the principal 
event upon which the narrative hinges. In the integrity and 
completeness of the work, the public may place the fullest reli- 
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PIONEKR HISTORY. 

CHICAGO AS IT WAS IN THE EAKLIER DAYS. 

FACTS ASD ISCIDENTa FP.OM TAEIOUS S0UECE3 
OP AUTHENTIC INFOEMATION. 



In Ilia masterly essay on History, Dr. "Willmott says tliat tlie 
Liograpliy of a nation embraces all its works. No trifle is to be 
neglected. A mouldering medal is a letter of twenty centuries, 
Antiquities wbich have been beaufcifuDy called history defaced, 
composed its fullest commentary. In these wrecks of many 
storms, which time washes to the shore, the scholar looks 
patiently for treasures. The painting around a vase, the scribble 
on a wall, the wrath of a demagogue, the drohcrj of a farce, the 
point of an epigram — each possesses its own interest and value. 
A fossil coart of law is dug out of an orator ; and the Pompeii of 
Greece is discovered in the Comedies of Aristophanes. Nothing 
is unimportant that legitimately belongs to the history of a nation 
or a great city. 

That we are permitted to go back more than two hundred 
years, to 10G9, for notes of our sketch of the history of Chicago, 
will appear novel to a majority of even the more iuteUigenfc of 
our readers, for the impression is very popular, and has obtained 
wide curi'ency, that not more than half a century ago the spot 
where the city now stands was worse than a howling wilderness 
and a tei-ra incogniia, supposed to be inhabited only by Indians, 
outlaws and beasts of prey. In some respects this view is not 
entkely foreign to the truth ; but at the time to which we refer 
it was a trading post of no httle importance. Let us go back, 
however, to the beginning of its existence as a depot for com- 
modities, and find what all its greatness and importance sprang 
from. 

The best authenticated records inform us that the first white 
men who landed here were the Erencli Jesuit missionaries and 
fur traders, under lead of the celebrated guide, Nicholas Perrofc, 
They were in search of profitable ventures in the way of an ex- 
change of trinkets and rum for furs, with a little moral teaching 
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thrown in by the missionaries to sanctify the transactions and 
guarantee the quality of tho hquor. This initial Tisit occurred 
late in tho year 1669, when the territory waa the property of the 
Miami tribe of Indians. Subsequently the Pottowattamies con- 
quered the Miamis, and wrested from them their hunting grounds 
and all their possessions. Then there was a better supply of furs 
and a laiger demand for beads and " fire water," for the Potto- 
wattamies were excellent hunters and terrible drunkards, — rather 
anomalous characters, but remarkably well balanced in this tribe 
of the noble red men. 

The records of the succeeding century, referring to this post, 
offer little of value to the reader of to-day, and certainly do not 
indicate any noteworthy progress toward its material or moral 
improvement. Trade with tlie Indians increased in importance 
and consequently in profit, and to the few adventurous spuits 
that were ready to brave its personal risks, this far away frontier 
settlement proved a modem Djinnestan. In 1795 the Pottowat- 
tamies concluded a treaty with General Wayne, by which " a tract 
of land sis miles square, at the mouth of Chicago river," was 
ceded to the United States ; and this was the original extinction 
of Indian title to the site upon which the great city was subse- 
quently erected. Previous to this cession, several of the French 
Jesuits had taken up their residence here, and had made certain 
improvements that seemed to give them some shadow of title to 
the soil, but the Indians ignored their claims and remorselessly 
sold them out, although the French authority was nominally in 
the ascendant for ten or twelve years previous to the treaty. 
They made the improvemonts, built a rude fort near the mouth 
of the river, erected comfortable lodges, and cultivated a few 
acres of Uie soil after a method that yielded them a fair return. 
Calumet is supposed to have been the head-quarters, or seat of 
supreme authority, of this strangely mixed population, and their 
villages were scattered up and down the lake, for several miles, 
and on the Des Plaines ; and the ranging grounds of the Pot- 
towattamies, fi-om the head-waters of the Illinois to tho Chicago 
river, was the common channel of transportation for goods and 
furs between tho Indians and the tradei^ ; but the head-quarters 
of all this primitive commerce, its shipping point and grand 
depot, was the port of Chicago, by common consent. 
Dating back to this period, there are a hundred traditions of 



HD,redbyGOOgle 



CHICAGO AS IS WAS AMD AS IT IS. 31 

■wild adventure, bloody tragedy, savage love, jealousy and hate, 
to engage the pen of the historian of romantic incidents, wherein 
he would be enabled to depict a modem Busiris in one of the 
chiefs of the Pottowattamies, who ruthlessly murdered every 
stranger that, landing on his territory, failed to bring him apeaco 
offering of five gallons of rum, or an equivalent in trinkets; a pro- 
totype of Al Sirat, the bridge over hell no wider than the edge o£ 
a sword, across which, according to Mahomedan theology, every 
one who enters heaven must pass — in the terrible ga\mtlefc 
appointed to stragglers and unaccredited visitors from other 
tribes, in which dehghtful ceremony the young Indians were pro- 
vided with sharp tomahawks and spears and drawn up in two 
rows, facing each other, when the delinquent was forced to run 
between them, while every Indian in the hues dealt him, in pas- 
sing, as severe a blow as he could muster strength and agUity to 
inflict, killing him at last, unless, as was occasionally the case, 
he was enabled, by wonderful address, to avoid the death-biow — 
scalping, flaying aHve, burning at the stake, treachery, strata- 
gem,-and all manner of cheats, with only occasionally an 
instance of faith truly kept. The few white men who were here 
did not venture for the purpose of settlement, their business was 
simply to trade with the Indians ; overreach them if possible, and 
away. The gain from this traific seemed to overbalance all con- 
siderations of peril attached to it, and to those well versed in tlie 
trade, the profit was very great. Eespectable fortunes, for that 
age, were acquired by the successful operators in two or three 
seasons ; and there is a tradition that an English adventurer, by 
a single trip among these children of nature, obtained, in 
exchange for 50 blankets and twelve barrels of rum, a quantity 
of fine furs that brought him $160,000 in gHttering gold, on his 
return to the mother land. If the Indian was crafty in a trade, 
the white man was more than a match for him in that experi- 
enced bargaining that is the ruKng element in every civilized 
community, and it is pretty certain that the pale-faced trader 
rarely failed to make the " dicker" to his own advantage. 

In the year 1804, the United States government buUt a fort 
here, and made it the centre of military operations in the north- 
west. It was called Fort Dearborn, and remained tintil 1812, 
when the Indians destroyed it, at the time of the great massacre, 
which has associated with the name of Chicago a chapter of 
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romance so closely allied to history, it is very dilBcult to si 
fact from fiction, relative to that most bloody episode in our his- 
tory. The location of tho fort was upon a shght elevated point, 
or the south side of the river, near the lake shore, and is well 
known to all intelligent residents of the city. From its ramparts 
a good view could be had of the lake, the prairie extending to 
tho south, the fringe of timber along the north and soutli 
branches, and the glistening white sand hiUs to the north and 
south, which drifted about very much like the snows of winter; 
the sport of the winds from lake and prairie alike. Slowly and 
laboriously the infant colony gathered around the nucleus of 
civilization, estabhshed by the garrison of the fort, but, as the aid 
to progress, in such a location, the gan'ison was very weak and 
inefficient. It was the object of frequent attacks by the Inchans, 
and in danger of surprise at any hour of day or night, A few 
old ti-aders and perhaps a dozen families of French Canadians 
and half-breeds, none of whom possessed more than the most 
ordinary degree of inteUigenee, ei"ected their household shrines 
in the neighborhood of the fort, and were content, for the most 
part, with the profits arising to them as " middle-men" in the 
increasing traffic with the Indians, which now constituted tho 
entire business of the settlement, and invested the Chicago of 
that day with all its importance. 

"Wo are told that none of the hardy pioneers around the walls 
of old Fort Dearborn have descendants to claim the honors of so 
distmguished a paternity, except the Kinzie familj, which ex- 
hibits the only link in the worn and rusted chain of civilization 
that admits of positive identity. The founder of this family, 
Jolm Kinzie, came to Chicago in 1S04, the year in which the fort 
was budt, and was the first permanent white resident of the set- 
tlement. From 1804 to 1812, the lake trade which centered at 
the port of Chicago was earned on by one small sail vessel, com- 
ing in the faU and spring, bringing the season's supply of goods 
and stores for the fort, and taking away the furs and peltries 
which had accumulated during the winter months. Thus be- 
gan the commerce of the port, and this was nearly its extent for 
a period of more than sisteeu years. Kinsie pursued the busi- 
ness of fur trading until the breaking oiit of hostilities witli tho 
Indians, which resulted in the massacre of 1812. The fiiendly 
feeling which had been assiduously cultivated between him and 
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the redinen preserved himself and family fi'om the fate which 
befel his neighbors of the fort. They came out unharmed 
thi-oiigh the scenes of the bloody and relentless slaughter. Ee- 
tuming to Chicago iu 1816, he remained here until the date of 
his death, in 1828, a successful merchant, a good citizen, and a 
prominent mover in every enterprise calculated to result in the 
material benefit of the place. Although at the time of his death 
the settlement contained a population numbering less than one 
hundred souls, ho was very positive in asserting the superior 
advantages of the site, and predicted that the time would arrive 
when its residents would be numbered by thousands ! Kost of 
his neighbors thought him crazy on this subject, but some of 
them lived to see the anticipation folly realized, and hia imme- 
diate decendants are to rejoice with us over a population of 300 
000 souls. 

Cook County, of which Chicago is the eapitol, was organized 
in March, 1831, and at that time embraced all the territory now 
comprised in the counties of Coot, McHenry, Lake, Will, Du- 
Page and Iroquois. This is an immense area, reaching down to 
near the east and west dividing line of the State, and including 
portions now thickly dotted by enterprising towns and villages, 
and beautiful farms, and intersected by several lines of prosper- 
ous railroads. In 1831, all the buildings in Chicago were log 
cabins, the more pretentious, including two business houses and 
a hotel, of hewed logs, which were TiGwed as an aristocratic pre- 
tense by the. more humble denizens. Two of the new cabins 
were store-houses for goods, including calicoes, rum, sugar, coffee 
and tobacco, which at that date were among the leading necessa- 
ries of Hfe ; and two were " hotels," that of Elijali Wentworth, 
on the north side of the river, near the fork, and Mark Beau- 
biens, on the east side of the river, jnst south of the fork. These 
were the hosteh-ies within whoso gates the strangers who came 
to the settlement were entertained, and for many years they 
amply sufficed to furnish food, diink, fire and shelter for all 
comers, and their reputation for generous entertainment was 
well known throughout all the land. Two celebrated Indian trad- 
ers, Robert A. Kinzie, located near Wentworth's tavern, and M. 
Bourisso, just south of Beaubiens, monopolized the business of 
the place. They were both rich, and either was pecuniarily able, 
had he been so disposed, to purchase all the land thereafter oeeu- 
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pietl in bmlding the giml citj ; and this without datmctiijg from 
the capital of his occupation; but everjbodj would have regarded 
such an investment as fool-hardy at that tuno. 

On the loth July, 1831, arrived at the port of Chicago the 
schooner ■■ Telegraph," from Ashtabula, Ohio, bringing a number 
of famihes that did not however settle hero; but among the pas- 
sengers was Mr. P. R W. Pock, of Now York, who accompanied 
qmte a shipment of assorted goods, for which he was desirous of 
finding a profitable market. He was weU satisfied with the 
appearance of things in and about Chicago, and at once decided 
to remam here and dispose of his merchandize, provided he 
conld make satisfactory arrangements for a warohouso. There 
were no buildings for rent, as there had been no renters, up to 
this thne, but Peck conceived the idea of occupying a cabin as 
joint tenant with a family already located, until his goods were 
sold. With this idea m his mind he approached Mr. J. B. Beau- 
bien, whose residence was upon the site afterwards occupied by 
the splendid dopot of the Illinois Central Eailroad Company, 
and made him a proposition for the occupancy of the prmcipal 
room m his humble dweffing. Beaubien was of a speculative 
tm-n, and of eom-so always open to a trade, hut was in favor of 
mnkmg the proposition hunself. No ;— he had no room to spare 
just then, but he would build a cabm for Mr. Peck on fan- terms, 
or he would sell his residence and give possession in three days! 
He would intiuire, just for his own information, as to the value 
of Mr. Peck's stock. 

" About SfLOOO." 

"How would it suit Mr. Peck to trade a half interest m the 
goods for his cabin and a large lot adjoining?" 

Mr. Peck did not care to invest in wild lands. 

"Oh!" says Beaubien; "it aU Kes right here mside of the 
town. There is about twenty acres with the cabin, but PH put 
m a himdi-od acres on the other side of the river [North Side ;] 
and then the cabin itself is one of the best here— ah for a hall 
interest in the goods." 

"No," said Peck, "not if it were twice as much." 

So he went to work and built a cabin for his stock, and traded 
it for furs and peltries at good round figures, and was well satis- 
fied ; but tho property he rejected for $2,000 worth of rum and 
caUcocB, is to-day worth not less than $30,000,000; and Pock 
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ronmoed in Chicago and witnessed all this stupendous adyance, 
and, we are told proSted bj the lesson in many future transao- 
tiona. Mr. Peck brought an enterprising spirit and good business 
judgment to the joung settlement, established himself perman- 
ently here, and was active in all improvements that promised to 
benefit the place. 

Late in the summer of 1831, western emigration set in largely 
ami durmg the fah months the population was more than doub- 
led by emigrant famiHes seeking homes and fortunes in the wilds 
ot the new ten-itory. These pioneers were hardy representatives 
of the "bone and sinew of the land," generally intelligent and 
prepared to endure the hardships and privations of hfo on the 
fi'ontier. They were enterprising and far-seeing in their move- 
ments, and It was not difficult for the more thoughtful to foresee 
something of the future of a port location like that of Chicago 
commanding, as it must, aH the commerce of the immonse lerritoty 
lymg to the northwest Investments in lands— there were as 
yet no surveys of eity lots— now began to be somewhat active, 
and property advanced ii price nearly four fold within the next 
twelve-months. Some of the more conservative among the in- 
habitants declared that prices were inflated, but the "inflation" 
continued, and kept on increasing in volume from year to year, 
regardless of financial panics elsewhere, up to the very hour of 
the """<' — +''■" 



We learn that hi Hovember, 1831, the schooner "Marengo" 
ai-nved fi-om Detroit, bringing a consignment of goods of great 
value for the emigrant population that had taken up their resi- 
dence m the fort. Eor a time there were great fears enlertamed 
of the loss of the schooner, as during her passage a heavy gale 
prevafled, but she at leugUi arrived safely, much to the relief of 
the people, for there were not less than four hundred in the fort 
who depended on these suppKes for subsistance during the win- 
ter. These people were not generally counted as residents of 
the settlement, as many of them eipeoted to, and did remove into 
the interior of the territory early in the spring, but then- places 
were rapidly taken by actual settlers dui-hig the suoceediig year, 
whose history was marked by many substantial improvements 
for that early tune— among which may be mentioned, as a flttin.r 
close for this sketch, the erection of the £rst fi-ame building in 
the aettlement of Chicago ! 
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GENERAL HISTORY. 

niPIlOVElEENTS — TOWN AND CITY OKCiA^ilZATIONS — PKICE OF KEAL ES- 
TATE — INST^iNCES OF SUDDEN EOltTUSES, ETC. 



It was not untill 1833 that Cliics^o began to excite general atten- 
tion throughout the United States as a desirable point for resi- 
dence and investment. Notices in the newspapers were instru- 
mental in calling public notice to some of its advantages, and the 
commei-ce of the country began to show anxiety for a harbor 
here ; — therefore means were taken to bring the subject before 
Congress in such shape as would be most likely to induce favor- 
able legislation. The legislation was reached after long discus- 
sions in both houses, and a lai^e amount of editorial comments 
in the leading ioumals, which sensed to call a great deal of at- 
tention to the place, and a bill passed appropriating $30,00f) for 
the improvement of Chicago harbor. This was, in more senses 
than one, the key note to our prosperity. People were convinced 
that the place was of some consequence, else this largo amount 
— much lai^er in those days than now — ^would not have been 
granted for its advantage, and the tide of immigration set in 
earnestly. The work of harbor improvement was commenced in 
the summer of 1833, and pushed with enei^y till the cold weather 
caused its suspension for the season. In the following spring 
there was a great freshet, which effected more than the labor of 
man had been able to accomplish, for the land between the piers 
was entirely washed out and canied away, and the harbor effi- 
ciently opened to the commerce of the lalse by the hand of na- 
ture herself. This was the beginning of that magnificent com- 
merce which now spreads its white whigs overall our inland seas, 
and attracts to our busy warves the traffic of a world. Its his- 
tory is practically the Wstory of Chicago's prosperty and fame. 

The vitality imparted to the business of the place by this im- 
provement is not easy to appreciate now, at a date when a resi- 
dent of Chicago is accounted to possess the vitality of a Sala- 
mander, and the concentrated view and push of at leiist a dozen 
ordinary human bipeds ; but it seemed to be sufficient to warrant 
the people in believii^ themselves and their "burgh" of suffi- 
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cieafc importance to risk the organization of a- town. Aa the 
nucleus of a town organization they already possessed an 
estraj pen and a jail, supplemented by a newly appointed coro- 
ner, whose office had been improvised to servo one of those sud- 
den eraei^encies to which frontier settlements were at that time 
subject. July 22nd, 1834, a meeting of qualified voters was held, at 
which it was voted, by twelve good men and true, that it would be 
a rightful and proper thing, and eminently expedient, to incor- 
porate the town of Chicago. Only one man cast a negative bal- 
lot. ^ There were at this time twenty-eight legally qualified vo- 
ters in the settlement, but all did not see fit to exercise their 
right. The election for Trustees of the new town was held on 
the 10th of August following, and five were chosen, who met for 
the first tune on August 12th, at the office of the town clerk, and 
organized according to the provisions of law. The territory em- 
braced in the corporate limits comprised only about one mOe 
square of the prairie, and coincided very nearly with the area at 
present bounded by Jackson, Jefferson and Ohio streets, and 
Lake Michigan, recently the center of trade and wealth, and, most 
emphatically, tlie fiery furnace of the great confiagration. Nature 
pomted it out as the " business center" of the great city, and 
those far-seeing pioneers were apt at discovering its advantages 
and profiting by them ; and we need scarcely predict an event 
that is even now in process of transpiring, to wit : That after the 
rehabilitation of Chicago, this original mile square will remain 
the eenti-e of trade and wealth of our inland metropolis. A 
prominent citizen has given pubUcity to the declaration that " the 
center of trade may be removed to any point where five 
thoroughly, wide-awake men, with plenty of capital, desire to es- 
tablish it ;" but we doubt this statement, provided ten " thoroughly 
wide-awake and enterprising men, with plenty of capital," are 
equally desirous of estabhshing it in a different locality ; and, m 
this instance, the majority of business men and capitalists in fa- 
vor of the old established center is more than ten to one. 

CESSION TO THE UNITED STATES OF NOETHERN ILIJS0I3 AND WISCONSIN 

BY THE POrTAWATAMIS TRIBE OP INDIANS. 

After the act of incorporation had been legally completed, the 

town began, in the estimation of its citizens, to become invested 

with additional importance, and to desire the respect of its 
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contemporaries. Its denizens, in casting about for their real 
estate, found tliat the Indians, still dominant hereabout, were 
disposed to resent the spirit of aggrandizement esMbited by the 
white man ; and it was resolved that the recLuirements of civili- 
zation demanded of our dusky brethem that they find new hunt- 
ing gi'oimds, to the end that the pale face m^ht be permitted to 
till the soil, navigate the waters, and pursue aU the arts of 
peace for his own special behoof and emolument. This move- 
ment was vigorously opposed by a few of the old Indian 
traders ; but the influence of leading men throughout the West 
was brought to bear in its favor, and after many proposals, much 
caucusing and plenty of " fire-water," the question was settled 
by the cession to the United States of all the territory in north- 
em Illinois and Wisconsin, belonging to the Pottowattamie 
tribe of Indians, at that time numbering more than seven 
thousand souls. Messrs J. B. Owens, G. B. Porter, and Wm. 
Weatherford, commissioners on the part of the United States, 
displayed remarkable tact and abUity in concluding this impor- 
tant and perplexing treaty, which extinguished the title of the 
treacherous, aggi-essive and thieving tribe, in an immense tract 
of the most valuable land in all the Northwest, and threw it open 
to the settlement and improvement of an industrious and worthy 
class of emigrants. The conditions of tho treaty were that the 
Indians should receive an annuity of §30,000, and that they should 
be conveyed, at the expense of the government to the territory 
beyond the Mississippi which had been allotted to their use and 
occupancy. On the 25th of September the treaty was diUy exe- 
cuted, and on the 1st of October following, so prompt was the 
government in despatching its plans, the train of teams conveying 
more than fifteen hundred squaws and papooses, started for the 
destination of the tribe, and consumed forty days in reaching it. 
This stupendous exodus of tho red men and their families is des- 
cribed by those who witnessed it as a spectacle of inconceivable 
sadness. They were bidding an everlasting farewell to their 
homes and their birthright ; to tho land whero they had tracked 
the wild beast and conquered him ; to the waters on which they 
were accustomed to glide in 'their birchen canoes, in pursuit of 
the finny game ; to the scenes of their boyhood sports and bat- 
tle triumphs ; to the gi-ounds where the ashes of their kindred re- 
posed ; the soil sanctified to their hearts by the blood of a long 
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line of heroic ancestors, whose histoiy was recorded in its forests, 
prairies and streams ;— and it is scarcely strange that heart-pangs 
were plainly shadowed in the lines of those tawney faces as they 
turned toward the setting s\ni to undertake their weary march. 
Where they were going they knew not, except it was a far-off lo- 
cality, where they would be out of tlie way of tlie white man, and 
removed from the temptation of killing him as a trespasser. 
The Indian of history is depicted as a stoic. He must be a stoic 
mdeed to endure, unmoved, the sundering of the dearest ties of 
the human heart ; and these Pottowattamie braves were none the 
less objects of eommisseration because they suffered and made 
no sign. Although such agony cannot be "-w-inked out of sight," 
they knew— "how subhme a thing it is to suffer and be strong." 

COMMENCEMENT OF PltOGltESS. 

With the Indians away, the great fear of emigrants was re- 
moved, and people from the eastern States flocked rapidly to the 
Northwest, not a few taking up their abode in Chicago. Among 
the busmess men who were prominent at this date may be men- 
tioned, John H. Kinsic, P. l\ W. Peck, G. W. Dole, S. B. Cobb. 
John S. Wright, Phihp Carpenter, Walter Kimball, K. 51. Sweetj 
John Bates, A. Clybourne, Star Poote, E. S. Kimberly, S. d! 
Peirce, E. J. Hamilton and B. Jones, several of whom are still 
among us, and all are well remembered by our leading citizens 
of the present. 

Eeitl estate, in the form of both " in" and " out" lots, advanced 
rapiiUy in price under the fresh demand, and business generally 
took a new departure. The greatincrease in the packing of beef 
and pork was remarkable — Mr. Clybourne aloue packing three 
thousand hogs and six himdred beeves in the winter of 1834-5. 
This is a small a^regate from our present standpoint, of course, 
but taking our population and resources at that time into the 
account, it is wonderful. The valley of the Wabash supplied 
most of the cattle and bogs that were packed here for severat 
years, and still remains a great som-ce of supply for otu.' porkers. 

Prom this date the business of the town was very brisk, and 
during the winter it seemed difficult, for several years, to find 
help enough to transact it satisfactorily. Beef, pork and grain, 
from all the new settlements, came here for a market ; and the 
furs and peltiies, from the far-off hunting grounds, that came, in 
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eseiiango for all kinds of products, the lumber and other ai'ticles, 
constantly increasing in number and extent, threatened to over- 
whelm the force employed to take cai-e of them. Emigi-ation 
from the over crowded states of the east and from foreign 
coimtries, was strongly urged, but the demand for labor was in 
excess of the supply for many years, as business continued to ex- 
pand even beyond the expectations of those who were most hope- 
ful of the prospects of the town. 

GRANTING OP THE CITY CHAltTEB. 
On tho 4th of March, 1837, the city charter was granted, an 
event that was hailed by great rejoicings of the people, as invest- 
ing them with power to inaugurate and execute certain improve- 
ments that could not be encompassed under the town organiza- 
tion. The first municipal election was held on the first Tuesday 
in May of the same year, at which Hon, "VVm. B. Ogden was chosen 
mayor. The first census taken in the following July, gave a 
population of 3,989 white persons, 513 of whom were under five 
years of age ; 77 colored ; and 194 sailors belonging to the port of 
Chicago. There were about eight hundred voters, but the poll 
books indicated that only 707 voted at the municipal election. 
This census also proved that there were 398 dwellings, 29 dry 
goods stores, 21 grocery and provision stores, 5 hardware stores, 
3 drug stores, 10 hotels, 17 lawyers offices, and 5 churches. 
Most of this population was the result of three years emigra- 
tion, and a large majority of the improvements the product of 
three years of laborious industry. The year 1837 was an event- 
ful one for our people. It was this year that Congress made an 
appropriation of S40,000 for the enlargement and improvement of 
the harbor, and this year that the first cargo of wheat was shipped 
from the port. These events were big with future promise, and 
have more than fulfilled the just expectations of those who in- 
augurated them. 

RAPID ADVANCES IN VALUATION OF PEOrERTY. 

The advance in real estate, that commenced to attract atten- 
tion throughout tho country as eai-ly as 1833, lies at the founda- 
tion of most of the wealth of Chicago capitalists, as well as 
of many capitalists elsewhere. This advance made many rich 
quite unexpectedly, and even contrary to their anticipations. 
The veteran John S. "Wright says, in a note to his " Chicago ; 
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Past, PmsEST, akd roTujiE :" " Altliongli famous for tlio sogacitj 
of its citizens, Chicago is not without those who have made for- 
tunes m spite of themselves ; because they have not been ad- 
dicted to wasteful benevolence, and have happened to own real 
estate which has been closely held from natural habit, and not 
fi-om any appreciation of the future. One of these miffionahres, 
when efforts were making to start the Galena Baih-oad, ai'gued 
agamst it. because raihoads would stop the advent of the 
'prairie schooners,' 500 to 1,500 loams then daSy arriving, and 
with their stoppage 'grass would grow in the streets,' was his 
sagacious declaration. Another one thought my distribution of 
petitions for the grant of lands for the Illinois Central Eaihoad 
wasimpohtic. Said he. 

Why, don't you see that the raikoad will enable farmenj to 
run off their produce to Cairo, whHe the river and canal are fimen, 
which, if kept till spring, would have to come to Chicago ?' 

"I replied, -Don't joij see that that gives the farmers of cen- 
ti-a] Illinois the advantage over others in the choice of markets? 
Whatever the course of the carrying trade, you may risk the 
prosperity of Chicago upon the prosperity of the farmers.' 

"This, however, is the very place for such men to mate for- 
tunes. If they will only invest their money, berate the tax gath- 
erer, and never give anythmg— which is not dangerous-they 
will surely become rich if they Hve a few years, however unwiso 
their purchases." 

Mr. Wright's reminiscences are peculiarly valuable in this con- 
nection, for several reasons. 1. He was one of the early settlers 
of Chicago, havhig emigi-ated here m 1832. 2. He mvested largely 
in property from the irst, and had a pecuhar interest in watch- 
ing the fiuotualions of prices. 3. He subsequently invested 
largely for the account of others, and enabled them to become 
rich on the results of his eicellent judgment, i. He has spent 
the best years of his life iuvestigatmg the philosophy of real es- 
tate advances m Chicago, and, therefore, " speais as one with au- 
thority" We find his work," above referred to, more autliorita- 
tive on the subject under consideration, and more oilauslive 
than any pubhcation extant. The extent to which we have used 
many of its facts and figures is acknowledged in the proper pkce ; 
but we cannot resist the temptation to mate use of the exhibit 
• Cjuoioo [Past, Pkesent.Futube. By John S. Wi'iglit. 
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following, as detailing the e:^perience of a sbrewd but thoronglily 
eoucientious " operator," and we take tlie liberty of exti'acting it 
from Mr. Wright's booh in such detatched form as seems to us 
to bear most dii'ectly on the main question. Ho says : 

" In 1832, at the age of 17, my father took me to Chicago, with 
a stock of merchandase. The town then contained 150 people, 
exclusive of the garrison ; two fi'ame stores, and no dweUings ex- 
cept those built of logs. After remaining a few weeks, examin- 
ing the country south and west, and satisfying himself that he 
had made the right location, he left me to shift for myself. 
In 183i he removed his family to Chicago andhved till 1840, hav- 
ing his first convictions sti-engthenecl year by year that it was rap- 
idfy to become one of the largest cities of the country and of 
the world. 

" Though a mere boy, I, too,became impressed with the advan- 
tages of tlie point which was the western extremity of t]ie great 
lake navigation, ivith a certainty; of its connecfion, by canal, 
with the Illiaois and Mississippi rivers, and wliich was the nat- 
ural commercial center of a country so fertile, so easily tilled, and 
so vast in extent. In the winter of 1833-4 I induced a wealthy 
uncle to take some purchases wliich I had made, expecting to 
shai'e in the profits. He took them, and has made out of those 
and other operations, through me, several hundred thoiisand 
dollars, but all the benefit to me, directly or indirectly, has been 
$100. He came to Chicago in the spring of 1835, and, the next 
day after his arrival, said if I would sell his lot — one of those 
which I had bought about fifteen months previously for g3,500— 
for S15,000, he would give me om hundred dollars. I sold the lot 
that day for cash, and the $100 was reckoned into my credit in 
our final settlement in 1838, 

" No one could have then anticipated the power of railroads to 
build up great commercial points, and theu' wonderful multipli- 
cation, especially from Chicago. These have not only expedited 
tlie development of the West, but concentrated and boimd to its 
gi-eat commercial center mth iron bands the business and traffic 
which at great cost otherwise would stiU have come here. They 
have served to fix, beyond all peradventure, what some might 
then have regarded as problematical : that is, which city in the 
west is to have the supremacy. 

" In 1834, 1 began to operate in real estate on my own account, 
and in February, 1835, went to New York to buy merchandise, 
and sold for §10,000, a forty acre tract which had cost f 4,000, the 

Profits of which more than paid for all my other purchases, 
hereafter increasing my operations I sold in the spring of 1836, 
to various parties in New York, real estate for over $50,000, re- 
ceiving about two-thh-ds of the ])ay cash in hand, and giving 
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my iiidividiial obligations to mate the conveyance wlicn I became 
of ace, the July foliowing. My father ivould have been my heir, 
in the event of my death, and they Itnew ho would fuMI my 
contracts. 

" I had then, in 1836, acquired a property of over $200,000, 
without any assistance, even from my father, never having used 
his money for any operations, the store being his, and for con- 
ducting it only my expenses were paid. My uncle was the only 
relative who could have aided me, and he never wotild, even tem- 
porarily. So far fi'om it, he was in my debt continuously from 
l83i to our final settlement in 1838. 

"But 1837 brought ruin to me, as it did to nearly all who owed 
anytliing ; though it was not so much speculatioii in real estate, 
as engaging in mercantile business, that involved me. At that 
age it seemed desirable every way to have regular occupation to 
promote good habits, and in accordance with my father's wishes, 
I purchased, in 1836, a warehouse and dock lots, to engage in the 
shipping business, which cost $23,500. My whole indebtedness 
was about 825,000. I had nearljr 120,000 due me, which was 
supposed to be well secui'ed, it being chiefly the final paj^ments 
on property of which over half the cost had "been paid. To pro- 
vide ample means for business, I sold in the autumn of 1836 a 
tract adjoining the city for $50,000, quick pay. This trade was 
unfortunately broken up by the merest accident, and thereafter 
I had no opportunity to sell at what was deemed a fair price. I 
came in possession of the wai-ehouse 1st of May, 1837 ; and 
though having small cash resources, I thought best to commence 
business, hopmg there would soon be a favorable turn. But all 
went down, doT.vn, and I was soon inextricably involved. The 
money used to buy these lots for business, not speculation, would 
ha.ve cai'ried me through. 

" In 1840, my property had all gone ; one piece that had been 
worth $100,000, went for $6,000 ; another that had been worth 
$12,000, went for $900, and so on." 

" I resolved in some way to get a larger interest in property 
here, and, in the autumn of 1845, went to New York to ti'y and 
obtain funds. Having leisure, I wrote a series of fifteen or twenty 
articles for the Commeraial Advertiser and the Uvenhig Post, 
about the various agricultural products of the West, their profits, 
etc., the minerals, manufacturing advantages, the canals, raili'oads, 
that woiild be built, etc., bnt not till the subject of the state debt 
was reached, was the rapidiW of progress realized? Illinois 
bonds were then only worth 25 to 30 cents on the dollar, and 
three yeai-s of accrued interest not reckoned, soprevalent was the 
impression that we could never pay the state debt; and such a 
fearful load was it considered that immigi-ation here was consid- 
erably afl'ected. But it was shown fairly and conclusively, that 
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by 1858 or '59, oni- state would po.y her full interest without any 
increase in the then rate of taxation ; and for two years [written 
in 1860J we have done this, and our bonds are above par. 

" 2Jo prediction gives more satisfaction thaai this. Little as 
the public were influenced by tliese views, improbable as all 
then regarded them, to look ba<!k upon, they now appear plain 
common sense, just such as any busmess man who would study 
the subject ought to have arrived a,t. 

" Thouqh no one could see the future of the West and of Chi- 
cago as I Aid, my_ own confidence had never been so stroi^. 
The examination incidonfc to the preparation of these newspa- 
per articles brought more clearly to view than ever before the 
abundant resources and great na'ural advantnges of the im- 
mense tenitory tributary to Chicago, and my determination waa 
strengthened to buy property here. 

" By examination, I found Frederick Bronson, Esq., would 
sell a block on long credit for $30,000, with only $1,000 paid 
do^vn. It was upon the river, near the heart of the city, and 
somewhat improved. I made prudent estimates of its present 
and prospective rental, and found it could be made to pay for 
itself with a small outlay. But I could make no one so see it. 
There was not the least confidence in Chicago, it having been 
for ten yeai-s a synonym for all that was wild and visionary. 
Mr. Dyer, of Chicago, also had commenced prior negotiations 
with Mr. Bronson, and not wishing to interfere with him, my 
endeavors were postponed till their negotiations should be 
closed. 

" I had no means of my own to buy with — could get no one 
in New York to think favorably of my projects — ^knew not where 
else to apply, and, after months of vam attempts, returned home, 
having purchased nothmg. In April, 1846, Mr. Bronson sold 
this block to Mr. Dyer for the $30,000. A few months after I 
bought it of him for $37,500, having ninety days in which to se- 
cm^e the $7,500 advance, and the $1,000 he had paid. By much 
solicitation my brotliers were prevailed upon to give this se- 
curity, and the Bronson contract was assigned to me, 

" I clung to this block, prefering to pay this large advance, 
rather than buy other property, because, having no capital, or 
means of raising any, it was necessary to get such as, by its in- 
come, would pay for itself. I knew this would do it, and it was 
the only piece of the sort, in any considerable amount, to be 
found. This was lai^e enough, 320 by 600 feet, to be an object, 
particularly as I was confident that by the time it was paid for 
m ten years it would be worth $200,000 and over. It was actu- 
ally worth in 1856 over $450,000. 

" In 1846 the best lot on the north side, 80 feet on the river and 
North Water street, and 180 feet on Clark, a bridge street, waa 
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offered for SG,OCO, and for j-ears I urged friends to bny it _ Tlie 
owner kept advancing his price, till in Jannarj-, 1S50, 1 induced 
a couple of Virginia friends to tal;e it at $9,000. In 1850 iliat 
lot ^vas worth $110,000, aud is now {18G0) worth $700,000, and lias 
all the time jielded a good gi-ound rent. 
"lint these piirchasea, though apparently so judicious end 
■oiitable, were a heavy load to me and my brothers for years. 
^ could not make capitalists see through my spectacles, Rnd 
none wotdd lend me the aid of their money. The widening of 
the river cut off rents largely for two years, and the excavatiuns, 
building of docks, -warehouses, etc., had run me into debt, at 
two to live per cent, a month, and a brother was an endorser, 
gi-eatly against his -will, for $15,000 to $20,000. In the spring 
of 1850 he insisted upon relief, and having our affairs disentan- 
gled, and learning the Galena Eaih'oad would buy all of tlia 
blocks for a depot, he urged its sale. He had acted generously 
towards me — few brothers would have done as much— and his 
request was reasonable, notwithstanding it involved such a sac- 
rilice of my expectations. The block first bought fur $37,500, 
■was sold to the company for $00,000. 

* * ^ '' ^ s * * * 

* * * "In the investigations incident to the 

writing of several articles for New York and Boston papers, in 
1848-0, about western railroads, laying down five or six roads 
that must be built, I was forcibly struck with the congraity of 
interest between Chicago and the cities of New York and Bos- 
ton, in bringing business to the lakes, to make it tributory to 
those cities and to the intei-mediato routes. I endeavored to 
demonstrate the importance of extending to Chicago the cast- 
cm lines of railroads, and thence argued that when once thev 
reached here, competition would insure the construction of all 
paying roads. Has not the result justified these predictions? 
Time it is, the competition and railroad mania have done for us 
much more than was anticipated, but was it not a natural result 
of interest that eastern capital should build roads from here as 
from no other point ? That it has been done is a fact, aud I 
6te uotliing visionary in tho predictions." 

All the above extracts were included in a circular issued by 
Mr. Wright in 18G0, and reproduced in his excellent book pub- 
hshed in 18G8. The entire circular, and, in fact, every sentence 
of the book, is of more interest to the people of Chicago, and 
to those who own property here, than any other equal amount 
of printed matter we have any knowledge of, and will be sought 
after by those who are inclined to be guided by judgment that is 
tempered by a long, varied and instructive experience. It is 
also reproduced as a part of the early history of Qliicago, as 
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reflected in tlio business life of one of its representative men, 
and therefore furnishing a demonstration of the persistence and 
energy that worked so long and faithfuUy to encompass the pre- 
eminence of the great metropolis ot the northwest, through tho 
exertions of all who actively participated in the ^vorlt. 

To the general advance in real estate, during tlio years therein 
rj;erred to, above extracts are scarcely a fair index, and to the 
a.ivance in special localiiies, they give nothing like an adequate 
idea; but their chief value Hcs in their truthfulness, as apphed 
to the general subject, and thek conservatism from a purely busi- 
ness stand-point. Eegarding mstances of unprecedented advance 
and quick fortunes, there were several somewhat Hke the follow- 
ing: 

In the fall of ISGlj, a fiiend of the writer, an attorney of lai^e 
practice, received a letter from an eastern coiTespondent inquir- 
ing as to the location and value of a certain e:ghty acre lot ad- 
joijiing the city, and requesting him, provided that in his opinion 
it was worth $20,000 as an investment, to examine the recorded 
title and report its condition. The attorney reported the title 
clear, and, to give emphasis to his opinion of its value, added 
that he would give $20,000 for a half interest in it as a matter of 
speculation, provided it was purchased by his correspondent. 
It had remamed the property of a family in New England about 
twenty-seven years, and their only idea of its value was probably 
gathered fi'om what it was rated at for taxation ; and whc:i tliey 
offered it for |20,000, it was doubtless with a slight idea that 
it would biing this sum. It did, however, but not witJi the 
attorney as a party m interest. In a few weeks the purchaser 
came to look at his property, and had baen in the city but one 
day when he was offered $100,000 cash for it. This was a sur- 
prise, but next day $25,000 was added to the inducement. He 
concluded to "go slow," and therefore made an investigation of 
values of property correspondingly located. The result was as- 
tounding to all his preconceived not-ons of unproductive real es- 
tate, and he found he had bought a fortune for a very small sum. 
After remaining in Chicago about fifteen days, he closed an 
agreement by which he received, then and thereafter, $273,000 
for his lot^a profit of more than a qiartcr of a mfflion of dollars 
on a sixty day's investment of twenty thousand! Instances like 
this are not common, even in the annals of Chicago. 
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PRESENT HISTORY. 

A BRIEF GI^KCE AT BOME SALIENT POINTS OF CIIICAGO's TRE- 
EMISENCE. 

The preTious pages are designed as a glaneo at tlie Chicago 
of tlie xjast, and do not treat o£ the miraculous advance slio 
made in the last decade in population, wealth, manufactures and 
trade, A retrospect of the last ten years of her history, pro- 
perly detailed, n-ould furnish matter for a ponderous volume, and 
we must therefore remain content with a very brief reference to 
the most salient points of her eminence. At tlio head of the 
immense artery of lake and river navigation of tlie country, 
with her web of railways that penetrates the whole land, even 
now binding the Atlantic and the far away Pacific in its ii'on 
bands, her facilities and opportunities, in spite of her recent 
disaster, seem positively unrivalled. It is abundantly demon- 
strated that the far off western prairie, oven among the remotest 
of tliG territories, sends its products here, and comes here for its 
supplies, as well as the vast forests of Michigan, Wisconsin and 
Jliunesota ; that the copper and iron interests of the lake Su- 
jierior country, the lead mines of the northwest, the coal fields 
of Illinois, and, to a considerable extent, tho iron ores of Mis- 
souri, all find liere their best and most natural center. Most of 
the millions of cattle and hogs that annually fatten in the great 
West, find their way to the slaughter pens of this city, and 
fhcnee are shipped to the markets of tlie world. A greater 
share of all tho mineral and agricultui-al wealth of the great 
West tnnis toward Chicago wiUi the faithfulness of the needle 
to the magnet. Our railway system is the most perfect and far- 
reaehiiig in the world, and the inrincible bulwark of our pros- 
periiy. Its great heart lives and pulsates here, and its iron ar- 
teries are sentient with the intelligent and sleepless energy of 
ten millions of producers, and ivith hundreds of millions of con- 
sumers, all keeping pace in the triumphal march of progress, and 
pai'ing willing tribute to the ability that conceived and the on- 
eia,y that has erected our great mart of commerce. It is this 
ainirable railway system that will do more toward rebuilding 
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Cbicago than all other agencies combined, for it represents a 
capital in its possessions and dependencies, the loss of which 
■n-ould be sufficient to bankrupt a nation, and that wotdd remain 
practically dead witlioni the business furnished by tho traffic of 
tliis city ; therefore Chicago must bo restored mthout delay, and 
rebuilt so thoroughly that a recurrence of the great disaster is 
rendered impossible. It is out of the question for any railroad 
system to succeed without commercial interests to feed it, and 
where these interests are small, railroads cannot be made to pay. 
It is an invariable rule, however, that as facilities are increased, 
business will enlat^e. Increasing commercial prosperity always 
demands an increase of railroads, and as railroads are multiplied, 
commerce naturally increases. The means of increasing our 
commerce are incomputable by the ordmaiy intellect. All the 
vast regions of uncultivated lands in Elinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, and most of the immense undeveloped tracts lying 
west of the Mississippi, are sources upon which Chicago will 
eventually depend to accelerate her commercial gi-owth and 
raise her to empire as the metropolis of the n'chest domain the 
sun shines upon. Neither our gi-ain nor packing interests will 
be materially impeded by the accidents of the fire, and general 
business has already resumed its accustomed channels and is 
prosperous— with population and business so alert in the re- 
bound fi-om a fall that would have proven an overwhelming dis- 
aster to at least nineteen of every twenty cities of the world, and 
with vital interests that demand the utmost energy in the reha- 
bitation of the city to save them, it is not an astounding predic- 
tion that at tho end of the next decade, Chicago will have 
doulilcd in business, population and wealth. It will disappoint 
her best filends if she does not. 

Some fears are expressed that real estate will deteriorate now, 
and that lots in the burnt district will be less valuable than be- 
fore the fire, for a yearor two to come. Those who are badly in- 
volved, and therefore obliged to sell, wUl not realize as much for 
their property as under more favorable conditions, but prices 
generally will not recede, and the demand will soon bring about 
a material advance in really desirable property; for strangers are 
even now coming hero to invest capital and engage in trade, and 
this influx will increase more rapidlythan ever before in our his- 
tory when the world is con-i-inced, as they soon will be, of our 
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ability and detennination to recover from the reverses of the con- 
flagration. And tlio world vail discover then wlien -we have sur- 
moimted the temporary inconveniences occasioned by lack of 
warehouses, elevntors, shops and hotels to accommodate our 
trade, our business will continue to increase in the same or even 
a larger ratio than that which made us famous and universally 
envied previous to the events of 8th and 9th of October, 1871, of 
which the succeeding pages are a faitiiful and unbiased record. 
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A GENERAL ACCOUNT 

OF WHAT THE AUTHOR SAW AND HEARD, ISCLUDISG HIS PERSONAL VIEW 
OF THE FIRE, AND SL\Nt THRILLING INCIDENTS. 

All intelligent psrsong that witnessed tho burning of Chicago 
are prepared to testify that nothing ia more indescribable than a 
great conflagration. Nothing is more bewildering, exciting, elec- 
trifying, astounding and weirdly stupendous. It is a spectacle 
that forces into activity all the emotions of the heart, but be- 
numbs judgement and disconcerts action. Its waves and barbed 
tongues, rolling and darting hither and thither, spangled with 
phosporic tints, and gleaming against the sky hko a surging sea of 
flame, lashing the shores of the world, and seeking to overwhelm 
them ; or, again, roarii^, dancing, and frolicking through block 
after block of elegant structures, warehouses, residences and 
factories, sweeping everytliing ia its torrid pathway with tho rap- 
idity of thought, 

■' As though tbe liBMninga there had spent their ehifls. 
And left ths fragmeots glittering on Uio fiold ;" 

are sights that petrify the intellect and strangle reflection. An- 
other aspect of the freaks of the insatiable fire-fiend was calcula- 
ted to impress the beholder with the idea that aU the magicians, 
sorcerers and performers of " devil tricks" in Glubdubdrib had 
found their way to this devoted city, and, inspired by its nativo 
spirit of excelling in everytliing it undertakes, were playing 
pranks to shame the very imps of Hades, And so the panorama 
of that most dreadful night of Sunday was ever changing, ever 
stunning with some new and unexpected catastrophe, melting 
with its tales of woe and benumbing with its horrors. 

Of aU tho thousands of iacideuts that aro indelibly impressed 
upon tlie recollection of the writer, to remain there while life 
lasts, and probably through the countless ages of eternity, there 
is one whose details are painted with a distinctness far fcej'ond 
artist's cunning, and that stands out in the wide waste of misery 
like the wreck of a noble ship on a desert shore. Still, it would 
now seem " like the baseless fabric of a vision," were it not that 
the evidences of its reahty are only too tangible, and constantly 
before tho eyes of every denizen of tho city that is disposed to 
see them. 
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It was near tiay-liglit on Monday nioraing, the 9tli of October, 
that passing along Lake street, wc discovered an aged citizen, 
whose reputation for wealth, integrity and remarkable buaiuess 
(;apacity is well known throughout the land, hatless, coatless, liia 
teeth chattering and his snowy locks tossed by the wind, gazing 
with tear-bedunmed eyes at his large warehouse immediately op- 
posite the place where ho stood, but which the flames had not 
attacked. 

" Do you think the fire will reach my place ?" he asked, as we 
took him by the hand. 

The flames were raging within a block of his place, and, by 
taking a careful view of the probabilities, it appeared that wo 
would not have long to wait for the wreck of this apparently sub- 
stantial monument to his affluence. 

We expressed a hope, scarcely felt, that it would not, and 
made a movement tohiirry along, when ho said, imploringly, 

" Stay with mo a httle while. I have had some bad luck. My 
house and everything it contained is destroyed, and I must try 
to save the store." 

" Have you saved your books and papers ?" we asked. 
" They are in the vault, and could not be safer anywhere. Do 
yon think there will be occasion to remove any of the goods?" 
" Where could you put them?" 
" Ou the pavement here. There is no other place." 
" It would not save them. They would be stolen or burned. 
Let us hope the fire wfll not reach you." 

We knew it was utterly vain to hope, but what could bo said 
or dono under Uie circumstances? It was equally certain that 
we could render no assistance by remaining there, but it seemed 
cruel to leave our old friend in hie helplessness. We talked 
to him very much as one would address a child standing iu 
fear of some threatening injury to its toys, and lie seemed 
to appreciate the attention. The fire was speeding in our 
direction, roaring, surging and leaping in very madness, 
bearing down everytliing before it in crash after crash of ruin, 
from which each reverberation was like commingling of wails 
and gi-oans for the loss of homes, and lives, and wealth, and the 
violent rupture of a gi'cat city's throbbing heart ! The shrieks 
and moans of the hurricane were terrific, and doubly so fi-ora 
their weird and unearthly prolongation, until they forced an 
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ei^lio from some point milos av.-ay across the foaming watcfs of 
the lake, that came back to us like the exultant laugh of ten 
thousand fiends. The moniiichsof Storm and Flame were hold- 
ing their highest revels in concert, ancl no human agency could 
bar their advance- 
It appeared from our position that tlic flames were still more 
than half a square away, when suddenly a bright shaft, like lava 
at a white heat, shot skyward from the buildings on the oppci- 
site side, and in less time than it takes to writo it, our old 
friend's business house and merchandise were seething in the 
superheated cauldron of the gi-eat conflagi-ation. It was a mir- 
acle, and little wonder, that he stood motionless, with both hands 
raised aloft, his tearless eyes almost bursting from their sockets, 
and the contortions of his featiu'es indicating a degi^ce of agony 
that M'ords can never paint. It seemed as inexplicable as a 
thunderbolt from a cloudless summer sky, and was certainly 
quite as startling. The terrible heat and the flaming embers 
drifting down upon us rendered our position extremely critical ; 
but the old gentleman refused to move. The loss of his sub- 
stance waa the crowning miserj-, and the last terror of the ca- 
lamity for him had passed. As entreaty availed nothing, he was 
at last boi-ne away by gentle force to a place of refuge. 

There was a strange commotion hi his brain, and the light in 
liis eyes appeared of more than earthly brightness, painful to 
look upon, and giving him a strange aspect to e\en his most in- 
timate acquaintances. He was left in charge of a brotherhood 
whose charities are indiscriminate as the dew and iUimiiiible as 
tlie globe we inhabit ; and he could not have had liinder cai'o 
nor more assiduous attention fi'om those of his own blood. Two 
days thereafter we saw him again. Tiventy-five yeai-s of toil 
could not have added more to the infirmity of his appearancu 
than was wrought in those forty-eight hours. At the first greet- 
ing his mind recuiTcd to the scenes of Monday morning, and ho 
commanded, in a piping voice. 

" Save the store at all hazards. Blow up every building for 
ten sqnares on all sides, and do it thoroughly. Tho store must 
be saved. Hali ! there's the fire now. Where did it come from ? 
y^'lij didn't you blow up those buildings? Then he com- 
menced lamenting: "All gone — the Libor of a life-time ends in 
smoke. It is a hard fate, for nothing can be more certain than 
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that I and my fsimily are beggars d d beggars ! "W'o 

must go to tlie poor house or starve," 

AVe tried to console him, but in vain. Ho soon became sul- 
lenly uncommunicative, and in a few moments sprang to his feet 
vtith a sudden start, and strode up and down the room at so ra- 
pid a pace that ere long he was covered with perspiration, and 
breathing Kke one almost exhausted- No entreaty could pre- 
vail upon him to desist from this violent exercise ; but finally he 
commenced biting his lips, and soon lai^o drops of blood and 
froth were falling from his white beard to the floor. Ho was 
suddenly bereft of articulation ; tried to speak, but could not. 
Then his gestures and the contortions of his countenance were 
hideous to behold, and it appeared that death must end liis suf- 
ferings in a short space, unless means of rehef were devised. 
He continued to stride up and down the room, but with a reel- 
ing gait, and sudden, momentary stops, striking his forehead 
with clenched fist, beating his breast, and clawing the air like a 
blind man in a desert. 

" He must bo quieted," remarked good Dr. H , who had 

been untiring in his attentions on the stricken man. " How to 
do it is bej'ond my comprehension, but we must manage it in 
some way, or put him in a straight jacket." 

"Is tho case so bad as to require such a measure?" we 
asked. 

"One o£ the worst lever saw." 

At this juncture tlio old bookkeeper of our aged friend en- 
tered the room and gleefully exclaimed. 

" Our insurance is all right. "We will get every dollar of it." 
• The old merchant turned and stared at him for a momnnt, 
then a smile of recognition passed over his features, and to onr 
utter surprise, he inquired. 

"Eh, J ,? what's wanted now? Anything the matter?" 

" I came to tell you the insurance is all good. It will all be 
paid," 

" We had §40,000 on the stock," mused our friend, 

" It was $50,000," said J . "Don't you remember telling 

me to take out an additional policy for $10,000, more than a 
month ago, when the new stock commenced arriving?" 

" Yes." 

"Then there's $45,000 on the building." 
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"Yes." 

" And $27,500 on your house and fiirnitnre." 

"Mtiking , how much does it all make, J ? I'm not 

apt at figures to-day." 

" The whole amount is §122,500," 

"Just so. And that is all we have left. It will scarcely . 
cover what we owe." 

" We don't owe the half of it, sir ; and then we have three 
times as much due us as we owe altogether, and every dollar of 
it good." 

" But the notes and books are gone." 

" Oh, no ; they are all safe. We have opened the vault and 
found everything sufficiently preserved to answer the purpose of 
settlement ; and, unless I greatly miscalculate, we have at least 
a quarter milhon left to resume business on." 

"Is this all true?" 

" Every word of it, sir," 

Such information was medicine to the diseased intellect, and 
the merchant looked around into the faces of attendants and 
visitors as though Just awaking from a terrible nightmare. He 
had forgotten insurance, debtors, everything but the fact that 
the material evidence of his wealth had vanished, and therefore 
his mind had followed it away into the strange oblivion that 
swallows up so much of the wealth, happiness and intellect of 
this strangely chequered life ; but the information that he was 
not pecuniarily ruined, reanimated that wandering mind, when it 
was shut and barred to all other intelhgence, and the estimable 
old gentleman recovered his health and much of his former ap- 
pearaiice within the next ten days, and has now resumed busi- 
ness in as good credit as ever. This incident was almost a tra- 
gedy, and very tragic up to the turning point. Its most valuable 
lesson points to those precautions against utter loss that every 
thorough business man avails liimself of, and which, in times of 
disaster, are always sure to save him something as a foundation 
for a fresh start in his trade or profession. There is still another 
lesson, which inculcates the rule, that, at the worst, affairs are 
never as bad as they seem, and that a calm review will always 
demonstrate the truth of this piTuciple, The account is less sad 
than a different termination would have rendered it, but no 
other result could have impressed it more indehbly upon the 
mind of the writer. 
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Tbo detailed history of the Chicago fire will never be written, 
because there is an almost inconceivable mass of details that 
can never be gathered — manj that can never be known, because 
their principal actors fell before the advance of the enemy they 
were striving to repulse — and even if all could be readily ob- 
tained, their Toluminousneas would prevent pubhcation in any 
but a book of the most extraordinary size. It is well under- 
stood that the first fire, on Saturday evening, the 7th of Octo- 
ber, 1871, would have become historical as " the gi-eat Chicf^o 
fire," had the calamity stopped with its extinction; for it burned 
over more than twenty acres of a densely settled portion of the 
city, mcluding many warehouses, residences and factories ; and 
its losses were summed up in an aggregate quite appalling to the 
insurance companies throughout the country. The fire of the 
following night was the Jormungundar that encompassed al- 
most three quarters (m money value) of the city, and cnislied it 
in its incaniiesceut embrace. And it was the calamity that to- 
day stands out on the historic page as the severest that ever be- 
fell a people through the ravages of the fiery element — there- 
fore the point upon which this narration inevitably challenges 
the attention of tho reader. 

It was about ten o'clock of Sunday night, October 8, 1871, 
that an ominous alarm rang one upon the devoted city from the 
great bell of the Court-House, booming far above the slirill whis- 
tle of the angry gale, now fast increasing to a hurricane, and ad- 
monishing our citizens of more than ordinary danger, in the 
doubly destructive combination of wind and flame. The bell 
continued, at short intervals, to toU the deep-toned notes of dan- 
ger, which, borne afar upon the angry blast, struck consternation 
to every heart that reahzed the peril of a fii-e under the condi- 
tions of the city at that date, ui^ed on by blustcriog Libycus. 
Hundreds with whom the writer has since conversed felt strange 
premonitions of disaster — mysterious feelings, creepings of the 
flesh and a great change in the vital circulation — as the notes of 
alarm continued ; and it is probable that many other hundreds 
were similarly afi'ected. It was really the portent of doom to 
many brave hearts, of a sort, akin, to that which is described in 
the followiog lines of Drj-den : 
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Wlien the general alarm sounded, and all the steamers flew 
tliroiigh the streets, prolonging the boom of the bell in shi-ill 
slirieks, thousands of citizens rushed out to leai-n the location 
and progress of the eontlagration. Most of the buildings in De- 
toven and Taylor streets were already destroyedj and the great 
tongues of fiame were licking up the wooden structures in that 
pai^t of the city as though they were the merest tinder boxea, 
leaving no trace of their form or material to mark the place where 
they stood, but a moment before. The craclding of the fire ■ 
among the dry lumber resembled the regular discharge of mus- 
ketry by an army corps in retreat ; but there were stiil worse evi- 
dences of panic than are usually displayed by a routed army, 
in the hundi'eds of people, men, women and children, already 
fleeing to a place of safety, and bearing upon their shoulders such 
articles of household use as seemed to them valuable at the mo- 
ment. They were utterly demoralized, and mingled screams of 
agony, shouts of alarm, prayers and imprecations, with occa- 
sional blows right and left, in a jai^luig noise of words unknown, 
and gabble without meaning. Eyes blind with blood, and fea^ 
tui-es wildly distorted with terror, people luiclad, half-clad, some 
wrapped in bed-clothing, women dressed ia the apparel of the 
opposite sex, and some protected only by their night-wrappers, 
carrying beds, babies, tables, tubs, carpets, crockery, cradles, 
almost every conceivable thing of household use, formed the 
most noticeable features of tliis tenific route. An aged dame, with 
a dog under one arm and a large mirror across the opposite 
shoulder, was ajiparently impressed with the behef that she had 
saved the better part of ber fortune, and marched forward with 
a smile of satisfaction illuminating her grim physiognomy. An 
Irishman attempting to drive a pig of a remarkably piggish dis- 
position, foimd he had taken a contract too great for bis ability, 
and as the porcine quadmped at length eluded his pm-suer, and 
fled back toward the flames at a tremendous lope, the porcine 
biped exclaimed with an inadmissable adjective: 
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" Xo liell vdH ye, ye spalpeen ;— ye's poor prapevty onjways." 

A man carrying a bed and leading a goat met with even worse 
luct. A horse-cart, eTJdently driven by a mad-man, came rat^ 
tliug through the crowd at breaknect speed, and the goat, docile 
enough before, was panic-stiiick at the noise and unusual com- 
motion, and braced himself to pull away. The man laid his bed 
.on the ground to haTO the use of both hands in managing the 
goat, but he was too slow. One wheel of the horse-eart cut the 
goat in twain, and the other struck, tore and tossed the bed, and 
scattered it to the winds in a shower of feathers. 

A drunken brute came swaggering along with a delicate, well- 
dressed little girl in his aims. The child was crying bitterly, and 
appeared anxious to escape from her custodian, who addi-essed 
her ivith oaths and threats. 

" Whose child is that ?" inquired a citizen. 

" Mine," repUed the ruffian, and he atteniptecl to huiTj along, 

"Not so fast," said his interlocutor, detaining him. "Is this 
man your father, little girl?" 

"No sir; he's a bad man, carrying me away from ma," said the 
child. 

The scoundi-el raised her aloft and dashed her from him with 
such force that she woidd have been killed instantly had she 
stiTiek the gi-ound ; but fortimately she was caught in the arms 
of a gentleman who had stopped to leam the cause of the dis- 
pute, and who iiroved to be a friend of her pai-ents and glad to 
take chaise of her as a temporaiy protector. The kidnapper 
was summarily sobered by half a dozen blows well admiuistered 
by a sturdy fist, which was the only means of punishment at 
hand, but had he ornamented the nearest lamp-post, with a rope 
about his neck, justice would have been better satisfied. 

These incidents are related merely to show the general char- 
acter of the panic, and the natui-e of the flight, and not for their 
intrinsic importauce. The pictm'e as a whole, treated by a Ho- 
garthian pencil, or described by a I»aiite,might be readily accepted 
as a " Grand march through hell, of the legions of the pow-ers of 
darkness," 

Meanwhile, the flames were keeping even pace with the terrible 
gale, and spreading fearfully. The efforts of the firemen to stay 
their progi-ess, although apparently well dhected, were futile 
It was the remai-k of one of them that they might as well have 
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piimpod oil as water upon the bm-niiig mass, for the water ap- 
peared to bum like some intensely iiiflamable liquid, and certainly 
had no effect in extinguishing flame. Another declared that 
three foet from the nozzle the stream was broken and scattered 
in spray like a heavy dew, or the foam on the crest of a dividing 
wave, and of course utterly ineffective to stay the spreading of 
the fire. So the fearful pyi-otechnic wall, seething with the 
power of an inborn, indescribable calidity, and towering sky- 
ward more than a hnndi-ed feet, came rumbling down to the 
banks of the river, near Twelfth street, and, at a single bound 
crossed over to destroy the heai-t of Chicago's business life. The 
firemen were now completely exhausted, and there were none to 
dispute the advance of the destructive element, tliat extended its 
Briarean tongitea and ai-ms in every direction. "With the people, 
it was A race for life, and the stampede that now commenced 
vnH live in the recollection of those who witnessed it as long as 
time shall last. The inclemency of the night had increased, and 
tlie temperature was of that disagi-eeable, peneti'ating sort that 
searches the very marrow and chills it to torpidity. 

Libycus was still in the ascendant, and so the fire struck out, 
in obedience to bis prompting, for the northeast, where its ap- 
proaches were most to be dreaded. People were now driven 
from elegant residences, fi'om comfortably fiu:nished rooms on 
the upper floors of business houses, from hotels, cottages and 
janitors' lofts, and all at once the streets were swarming with an 
excited mass of humanity, of all ages, colors and conditions. If 
the crowd was less motley Uian the firat described, it was quite 
as vai-ied in nationahty, and no less noteworthy on account of 
the "impediments" with which it burdened itself. Men stagger- 
ing under lai^e trunks, immense bundles, even bureaus, seemed 
inextricably mingled with express wagons, carts, wheelbarrows, 
trucks, drays and buggies, with which the sti-eets were filled, all 
overloaded with goods and fui-niture, and making their best 
speed to escape the approaching destmction. Mothers shghtly 
em-obed, and carrying tender babes, were crying bitterly, while 
others cherished their youi^ at their panting breasts and were 
silent in their overpowering agony. Little children, unattended, 
many in their night-dresses, bare-footed, bare-limbed, heads un- 
covered, ran about in utter distraction, crying for pai-ents or 
nurses ; and even the poor dogs added their howls and cries to 
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the gooeml dismay, making tliat niglit of doom still more hideous 
ami appallmg. Still the colossal besom of that holocaust swept 
do™ to,var<l them ,-ilh terrific speed, presentiag the appearance 
of a gi-eat wan of gWing brass, and increasing its altitude as it 
devoured Hock after Hock of towering edifices. Maoy a man 
aud womai, sank to the earth m sore affright, many from utter 
oihauslion and probably a tew from hopelessness of their ability 
to escape the impending catastrophe. Some were recovered by 
Ineuds, and others remataed and met a fate too ghastly for con- 
templation. ^ J 

Away sped the crowd, afar off to the bleak prairie, to the lako 
Shore, to parks, oemetaries, any where remote from combusti- 
ble material, and out of the way of the blindhig storm of sparks 
embers and smoke. The streets were constantly filled by rein- 
forcements to the mad chase, and frequently so tightly wedged 
by the great mass of humanity that the weak were trampled 
bruised, and some probably killed outright. Persons conve™» 
valnables were ruthlessly despoiled of them, pockets were picked 
and one gentleman reported that his coat was stripped from his 
back m the veiy tliickest of the crowd, and taken away as by 
some invisible hand, before he could discover the perpetrator of 
the outrage. Even women and children were robbed of shawls 
clooks and trinkets, and outrageously abused by the mob of 
I neves and roughs that now came, like so many vultures for 
their prey. ' 

Well authenticated instances of remoi-kable hair-breath es- 
capes are sufficiently numerous and interesting to form an at- 
trachve book by themselves, full of startling details and semi- 
tragic catastrophes; but real tragedies are scarcely less plenti- 
ful, and probably deserve precedence in the record, but we must 
be permitted to intonnmgle them to some extent, for the pur- 
pose of avoiding monotomy. 

At the intersection of Eandoiph and Mai-ket streets stood a 
kige building, rented n, separate rooms and suits for offices 
On the fourth floor lived the janitor with his wife and four 
cluldren, and an orphan niece, Kario. TTlien the flames reached 
the building the family rushed out upon the roof, but all escape 
was cut off. The mother sank down, with the b.be m her arms 
smothered by a blinding cloud of smoke and flome, and exph-ed' 
The father stood up strong and resolute, lifted the little boy of 
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four yeai's to his shoulder, placed a protecting arm about bis two 
httle daughters, and strove to find his way to an neighboring 
roof, fi'om which a stairway descended. His efforts were vain. 
The httle giiis ran back and fell beside the mother. Then a 
great cry of anguish went up from the father's heart, and eren 
above the roar of gale and flame his voice was heard by the 
people below, and piteous, helpless hands reached out in futile 
sympathy, as if to help him, Then through the smoke and 
flame, to the very edge of the buildhig, the poor man rushed, 
and for a moment lifting eyes and hands toward heaven as if in 
silent prayer, ho sprang out from the burning roof and came 
downward. The awe-struck people gazed upon a shapeless 
ma.ss on the pavement, which for a moment appeared very still 
and lifeless, and then a bright little head showed itself, and a 
child's voice cried out. 

"You hurt my w'ist, papa. Lif you head up— dat a dood papa." 
The father was dead, but the child only shghtly bruised, and 
is now well and well cared for. 

At the comer of Clark and "Washington streets, in a window of 
a third floor room, a man stood serenely watching the general 
devastation, while the roof over his head was on fire. People 
shouted themselves hoarse to call his attention to the impending 
danger, but he merely snulod without moving. " He's crazy," 
said one ; " drunk," said another ; but he appeared both sane 
and sober, and was probably incKned to tempt fate a htUe, and 
save himself at the last moment. He waited too long. The heavy 
roof came crashing down through the floors, and he was inextri- 
cably buried m a heap of burning timber that landed in the base- 
ment, a pei-fect mass of glowing embers, within three minutes 
from the time the the roof gave way. 

Li one of the larger buildings on Eandolph street, a portion of 
the upper floors of which wore used for lodging rooms, men were 
seen dodging about from window to window, the untold agony 
depicted on then- features, after the basement and first floor had 
became hke " a furnace seven times heated." Two were rescued 
at great risk before the walls began to totter, but just as it began 
to seem possible to those outside that all might be saved, the 
huge walls swayed to and fro, and came down so heavily that 
they smothered the flames they had fed but a moment before, 
and buried several lives in the smouldering debris. 
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A young man named George Armstrong, a fireman, had been 
hard at work through many weary hours down town, when some- 
how word came to him tliat the fire was sweepmg along Kan- 
dolph street at a rapid rate. His homo was on that great 
thoroughfare. Hispretty wifehadheld np their wee baby to kisa 
Iiimforthefii^t time that morning. Ho sprang away like a deer, 
spite of his weariness, for he must know at once that his loved 
ones were safe. Eeaching the spot, he saw his wife, Jennie, at 
tlie wiadow with tlie babe in her arms. The fire had reached 
the lower part of the building and cut off all hope of her escape. 
He sCTeamed frantically for a ladder, and, when it was brought, 
threw it against the window and sprang up the rungs. The 
flames cai^ht it at the bottom, and a longer one was raised, reach- 
ing the roof. Geoi^e swung himself lightly from one to the 
other, and soon touched the eaves. Quick as light he rau along 
the akeady hot slating, opened the sky-iight and caUed " Jennie, 
darling, come up quickly. You will be safe here." She had 
fainted when she heard the ladder go crashing down, for she im- 
agined her brave young husband had fallen a victim to the sea of 
fire below; and now, hearing his voice caUing her far up in the 
dim space, she thought him in heaven, and that she and baby 
would soon join him there. But some blind instinct led her to 
clamber up as fast and far as possible, and soon the fresh air 
kissed her hot, blind eyes, and she found herself in her husband's 
arms. As he took the babe from her, she whispered, "We can 
die together, George. Thank God for that '."Just then a stream 
of water from a well-directed hose fell full upon them, and 
through the drenching torrent a brother fireman eamo and 
guided them down the slender, swaying ladder, down past win- 
dows where the glass was crackling and the flames playing in and 
out like the forked tongues of ten thousand devils, in safety to 
the firm pavement. And though they had nothing left but each 
other, no happier people are living to-day than George Armstrong 
and his sweet httle wife, in their humble shanty on the lake 
shore. 

And now the fire-fiend ruled the city like a tyrant, and man was 
powerless. Dismay took possession of the bravest hearts. 
Some wildly declared this to be the beginning of tlie destruction 
of all things earthly, and railed at those who strove to save life 
or property. Others, both men and women, besotted themselv*"- 



HD,redbyGOOgle 




H„i,db,Google^ 



H„i,db,Google 



CHICAGO AS IT WAS AKD AS IT IS. 77 

n-illi whisky, and mclulged in orgies moro gross and imscemlj 
tliau tliose of the hcentioua Bacchanals of the old legends. 

Many of the drunken were roasted aliTs, and other's died in the 
streets ti-om exposure, or were trampled to death. "With those 
who kept their heads, it became necessary to rualte quick de- 
cisions on all questions concerning hfe, property and a tempor- 
ary retreat, and especially on means to remove themselves and 
families beyond the reach of the flames. When the firo attacked 
the Smith and Nison block, at the southwest corner of Clark and 
Washington streets, the panic was at its height ; but some wise- 
acres declared it could not reach the court house, although the 
block above named was knoim to bo a colossal tmder-bos, as it 
proved The court house was in a blaze before the spectators 
were aware that fii-e had been communicated to it in any man- 
ner, althoi^h the shower of sparks, with which it was en- 
veloped should have taught them that its tar roof must go and 
after that its utter desti-uclion was inevitable. Tlie great beU was 
still thimdering forth the note of alarm when the flames 
canght its fi-ail tenement in the ivmdings of then- hot embrace, 
wrestled and surged for a moment, and then the deep-mouthed 
brass went tumbling and ominously clangmg to the earth. The 
people had become so accustomed to its— boom— boom— that 
for a moment after it fell they were stai-tled into silence ; but it 
was only the silence that proceeded the louder peal, and soon the 
uproar redoubled with Babel sounds and Bedlam outcries. The 
Sheiman House and all the towering blocks m that vincinity 
were soon ablaze, and the wild retreat of guests and lodgei ' 
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hacks, express wagons, carts, and all manner of vehicles, gave an 
additional impetus to the motions of those already occupying "the 
thronged thoroughfares thereabout, husthng, maiming, crushmg 
the old and feeble and the poor, trebly excited and exhausted 
watchers of, and participator's in the terrible events of five hmu'S 
of continued, everchangnig, but bloody and remoi-selcss tradgedy. 
It was here, amid these scenes of terrible affright, and wfld 
hallo, " confusion worse confounded," that the panic took a new 
departui'c, and divided the column of the retreating rabble into 
two sections, one of which dashed madly up Washingtonstreet to 
escape by the tunnel, and the other rushed in indescribable con- 
fusion tor Eandolph street bi-idge. Both of these points were 
reached amid the clatter of heavy wagons and steel shod hoofs. 
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the ci'acking o£ whips, oaths of the di'ivers, em-ses of staid citi- 
zens, and -wild screams of women and children. The crush at 
the tnnnel is said to have been unutterably terrific. The occa- 
sion had made every point where safety could be sought common 
ground to all classes and conditions of people, and so there 
rushed into Uie dark, cavern-like tunnel, bankers and thieves, 
merchants and gamblers, artizans and loafei-s, clergymen and 
burglai-s, matrons and rag-pickers, maidens and prostitntes— 
representatives of virtue and vice, industry and improvidence, 
in every gi-ade, and strangely commingling all the diverse ele- 
ments of a mixed community, animated by one pur^iose and 
seeldug a common object. Here the Graces and Gorgons met, 
Euphrosyne, Aglaia and Thalia, hand in hand with Stlieno, Eu- 
rj'ale and Medusa, seeking tlie poor boon of Hfe at the ntter sac- 
rifice of all those weak eonventialisms, that only a few short 
hours ago were thought to be the sole object and aim of existence. 
Here Pudicitia mingled her tears with the Lady Godivas and 
Cyi>rian nymphs ; and here Mercniins joined (Edipus in supph- 
catiug the triple throne of Clotho, Lachesis and Atropos. There 
were bruises and groans, blows and piercing shrieks, prayers, 
imprecations, pocket-picking, and indignities unmentionable : 
but, strange to contemplate, no loss of life, nor fatal hurt. And so 
this motley crowd, finding ingi'ess and egress reasonably free, 
under all the circumstances, and the prospect beyond promising 
of ehajices for life, continued to pass through the Cimmerian 
cavern, with their little savings and pilfeiings, their treasm-es and 
trinkets and babies, in tolerable order. 

But the lord of misrule was indubitably the reigning genius 
at the bridge. The stampede here continued to increase in 
wildness and disorder until em-sing became the only mode of 
expression, and blows were soon as free as curses. Every imag- 
inable variety of vehicle had been called in requisition to con- 
vey the trunks and merchandise of fleeing citizens to a place of 
safety, and many of the drivers were clerks and mere boys, 
whose skUl at the business was bom of the occasion, and awk- 
wardly demonstrated. "Wagons, carts, and trucks were con- 
st.intly colliding, and the shouting of men, the whistling of the 
steam tugs, the roar of the conflagi-ation, the terrified snorting 
of lioraes, and barking of dogs, together with the prolonged 
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slineks of the tempestuous wind, matle a discord as hareh, 
weird and uncouth, as if 



Many persons were sadly abused and terribly hurt in the 
stru^le for precedence, and many valuable articles des- 
troyed in the shameful contention. To gratify a momentary 
spite goods were seized and thrown into the riyer, and a case is 
reported where the entire effects of a family, including the vehi- 
cle, a hght handcart, were dumped into the water in return for 
an insolent word. Gunpowder had now been called into requi- 
sition to stay the further progress of the devouring element, and 
on every side the heavy detonation indicated the demolition of 
proud structures that other proud structures might be spared. 
The great warehouses in Late street were going down before the 
fiery wall as though they were mere bundles of piece shavings, 
and among tlie ruins and impending catastrophes of this mart 
of commerce is where the present chapter was introduced to the 
reader. 

It seems appropriate to present, just here, a strictly histori- 
cal narration of the fire ; and thereafter its main incidents are 
detailed by "a cloud of wituesses," as embodied in their per- 
sonal esperieuce. ' 
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The Great Conflagration 

HISTORICAIJ.Y THEATJ!;D. 

THE FIBST Fnffi. 

Saturday night, October 7th, witnessed one of the fiercest 
conflagrations that had ever previously occuiTed, not exceptii^ 
the conflagration of 1857, in the Garden City. At about two 
o'clock the alarm sounded from Box 248, and ere the quivering 
boom of the great bell had ceased to vibrate over the empty 
streets, the sky grew fiercely red in the direction of Canal and 
Van Buren streets, and soon long bright flames leaped through 
the glow, and ht up the whole neighborhood with wonderous 
brilliancy before the fire department could arrive at the scene 
of destruction. Late as the hour was, the glare of the fiery 
illumination soon attracted vast crowds to the neighborhood of 
the fire from all quarters of the city, who thronged and ehoted 
up all the streets in the neighborhood. The wind rose as the 
flames gained in strength, blowing strongly from the South-west, 
so strongly, indeed, that blazing fragments of wood of no incon- 
siderable size shot along on the gale hko rockets, to the distance 
of many hundred yards. Indeed, as looters on beheld the me- 
teor shower of white and crimson charcoal sparks raining all 
over the space enclosed between the river, the South branch, 
Wells street and Jackson street, and even flying over the river 
to the North-side, they began to fear, with reason, that the con- 
flagi'ation might spread beyond control of the fire department. 

The fire had been raging for some time before discovered, and 
owing to the nature of the substance feeding it, soon converted 
the building into a furnace. It originated from some unknown 
cause in Lull & Holmes planing-mill on Canal street near Van 
Buren, the wmd then blowing due North, and the flames conse- 
quently spread in a Northward direction. But soon after the 
wind veered to the North-cast, and the flames commenced to 
rush that way. The fire had aheady spread to the right and left, 
and burnt a distance of two blocks from Clinton to the river ; 
but when the wind changed everything combustible fi'om the 
East line of Clinton to the river, midway betweea Jackson and 
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Van Biiren streets, was swept away by tlio flames. Unfortu- 
nately fi-ame buildings— lumberyards, and substances inflammable 
as tmder almost, covered and surrounded the space which the 
fire was threatening, and the fire department was powerless to 
quench such a hel! of flame as roared over several squares with- 
m a very short time. Then the bright waves of firo swept to tlie 
ftorth of Jackson street, and seemed as though they would 
spread in the very heart of the city. Jackson street, between 
Clmton and Canal, was composed in gi-eat part of wooden build- 
ings, lumberyards, carpenters' shops, frame dwelling houses, and 
saloons, and in little more than a quarter of an hour, the whole 
of this space was enveloped in roaring flame. Between the rail- 
road ti-acks and the East side of Canal street, bounded by 
Jackson and Adams streets, were several coal and lumber offices, 
to the real- of which lay vast piles of anthracite coal to the 
anioimt of many hundreds of tons. The slight office buildings 
were licked up by the flames within the space of a few minutes, 
and the coal-mounda actually set on fire. And then the fire ran 
under and over the Adams street Viaduct, licked up the raihng& 
and sidewalks of the iron bridge, and devoured the timber freight 
depot^of the United States and Adams Express Companies at 
the North-east corner of Adams and Canal. But a compara- 
tively small quantity of the contents could be removed in time, 
the gi-eater part of the goods being consumed. 

To the east of the long shed, then blazing, stood a number of 
passenger cars belonging to the Pittsburg and Fort Wayne Eail- 
road. To save the ears it was necessary to tear down the shed, 
which was efi'eeted in time to prevent the cars catching fire, in 
which case the flames must have commimicated with the Pitts- 
burg and Foi-t Wayne depot, and thence burned as far as Madi- 
son street bridge. The citizens, however, worked desperately 
here, for they recognized the possible danger of the fire spread- 
mg still further to the East and North-east, and the fire depart- 
ment was unable to operate with any chance of success in this 
locahty. Here the fight with the flames was successful, and the 
citizens conquered, in spite of a hail of crimson cinders and 
clouds of acrid dun-colored smoke so thick, that it might almost 
have been cut with a knife. 

M^niwhile the firemen were batthng mth desperate energy 
against the progressing flames on the South line of Adams street, 
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West of Oanal, and stretching nearly to Cltntou street. The 
buildings were nearly all frame residences, and should tlie flame 
make good its position here, or cross to the North lino of wooden 
structures, the consequences ivould be terrible. The firemen 
could, as it was, being but twelve hose-nozzles to play upon the 
leaping battahon of fire that -was marching grandly over the 
roofs. The heat was so terrible that the crowd, several hundred 
feet away, shrank further back before the angry glare — yet the 
heroic firemen would stand within a few yards of the blaze it- 
self, only retiring to take breath. Of course so hot a wood fire 
must bum itself out to a certain extent, there was no possibility 
of absolutely extir^;uishing it, but they subdued the fiery ardor 
of the flames and prevented them from spreading to the houses 
on the other side of the street. 

The crowd that stood upon Madison street bridge, and 
thronged the thoroughfare itself, were appalled by the spectacle 
before them. The sight was almost sublime, the heavens were 
speckled and spangled with fiying cinders and vivid sparks, and 
the flames of tlie burning coal-heaps and lumberyards threw a 
vast Eembrandtesque hght far down the streets on the North 
side, upon the rigging of the tall-masted vessels in the river, 
and upon the sea of awe-struck faces that gazed into the crim- 
son sky and the tossing sea of flame. 

Many were obhged to fiee for their hves, mostly poor laborers 
who Hved in the consumed frame buildings with their families, 
or in the cheap boarding houses in the burnt quarter. But 
happily no hves were lost as far as is knowiL One old woman 
was only awakened from her sleep by the entrance of the flames 
into her bedroom on Jackson street, and was only saved by the 
heroism of a printer, Eobert Oampsie by name, who, at the risk 
of his own life, brought her out of the burning buCding. Both 
rescuer and rescued were severely, but not dangerously burnt. 
Her daughter-in-law, a young woman of the name of Margaret 
Headley, was left behind, and has not been heard of ; it is, how- 
ever, probable, that she succeeded in making her escape. 

One accident of a rather serious nature occurred during this 
conflagration. A large shed stood at the comer of Clinton and 
Jackson streets, whose roof afforded a splendid view of the fire, 
and was moreover easy of access. The crowd continued to 
gather upon it, until it suddenly gave way beneath the weight of 
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about 130 pci'fious, and the whole structure cavccl in. A consid- 
erable number of the victims of this disaster were severely in- 
jui'ed, none we believe fatally. 

Many of the saloon-keepers in the burning district, distributed 
their stock gi-atis to the crowd, when they perceived their prop- 
erty was doomed. 

The " Chicago" steam fire-engine was working away at the 
northwest coi-uer of Canal and Jackson streets, when tlie side of 
a burning edifice close by suddenly fell in, giving vent to a whirl- 
wind of flames wliieh enveloped tho steamer in an instant. The 
engineer and firemen were compelled to desert her as they valued 
their lives, but shortly the fury of the flames spent themselves in 
that quarter, and they rushed in and puUed her out of the reach 
of the fire. The engine Was considerably damaged, but was able 
to continue operations during the latter pai-t of the fire. 

The heat desti-oyed the western wires of the "Western Union 
Telegi'aph Company, as well as several of tho fire alarm telegraph 
wires. In one of the lumber yards a party of eigiit men found 
themselves overwhelmed by fire on all sides, and only saved 
themselves by throwing a quantity of lumber into the river, and 
paddling across. The only elfectivo method of saving about 
thu-ty wagons and tracks belonging to the coal-yard, was by sink- 
ing them in the river. 

Altogether the fire of Saturday night, October 7th, covered 
about twenty acres of ground and destroyed m the neighborhood 
of 8700,000 worth of property. The insurance cannot cover 
more than a thnd of the loss, according to the Chicago Tribune. 
The following extract from the same paper gives perhaps the 
most accurate summary of the extent of the conflagration. 

" The boundaries of the fii-e may be briefly summarized as fol- 
lows : 

Between Clinton and Canal streets, about three-fourths of the 
area south toward Van Buren street. 

Between Canal street and the river, about nine-tenths of the 
area, south toward Van Buren street. 

Between Canal street and the river, and Adams and Jackson 
streets, the entire area. 

Between Canal and Clinton streets, and Adams and Jackson 
streets about seven-eights of the entire area, the only remaining 
buildings being the frontage of about 80 feet on Adams and 
123 feet on Chnton street. 

Ou the east side of Canal, north of Adams, about 100 feet in 
frontage, consuming the Express Company freight sheds." 



HD,redbyGOOgle 




■ -r- an* t^ ' 

^ 5 .V 









H„i,db,Google 



THE GREAT FIRE 

OF THE EIGHTH OP OCTOBER. 

Since the day when "tall Troy" crumbled away in flames, no 
fire has surpassed the Chicago conflagration in its terrible work 
of desti-uction. The value of the merchandise alone consumed 
by the flames was at least double that of the goods destroyed in 
the gi-eat fires of Moscow and London combined. No city ever 
suffered a greater pecuniary loss by fire, whether Jerusalem smit- 
ten by Titus, Rome when sacked by Alaric, or Carthago when 
given up to fire and sword by lier Eoman conquerors. The esti- 
mate of loss of life, great as it seems, is really astonishingly low 
when we consider the extent, rapidity and fierceness of the fire 
whose devastating power was trebled by the furious gale. For 
two days the city was a rolling ocean of flame, and presented an 
aspect whose awful grandeur might rival the spectacle of a 
seething roaring volcano crater. The torrent of fire swept over a 
space of from five to seven miles in length, averaging a mile in 
width, and no building, probably in any city of the world could 
have withstood the typhoon of flame and fire combined. In 
many instances the action of the fire bore a strange resemblance 
to that 01 hghtniBg. Blank walls were pierced in an instant by 
a vast tongue of flame, as though struck by powerful artillery — 
indeed a sheet of fire would frequently leap from the roof of a 
blazing edifice over a space of several hundred feet, and dash 
through the blank wall of a loftier edifice opposite, at one flaming 
bound. 

It must of course puzzle the reader to imagine how the fire 
could make such appalling and rapid progress, licking up marble 
edifices hke wax-work, and sweeping over a space of hundreds of 
square acres, fill in a few hours from its commencement. To un- 
derstand this appalling fact it must be remembered that in the 
first place the very finest and most soUdly built portion of the 
city was surrounded and sprinkled with a vast number of frame 
buildings, and were thus, as it were, encircled by fuel of the driest 
and most infiammable description. Once the wood, tar and 
shingles were well lit the more lightly built portion of the city 
was a terrific fui'nace, and the buildings of iron and marble were as 
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nothing to -ftithstantl the fearful force of the ilamoa. It is pretty 
generally knoivn that shortly before the fire, an agent of one of 
the gi-eat English Lisoi-ance companies visited the city with the 
intention of estabhshing a branch office there, bnt immediately 
abandoned the design, upon observing the material of ivhich a 
great pai-t of the city was btiilt, and its exposed situation. He ex- 
pressed his opinion freely enough tliat were a conflagration once 
well started the city must be partially if not entirely consumed; 
and scarcely had he returned to England when liia predictions 
were verified. If anyone desires to comprehend accurately the 
effect of the flames upon those massive buildings of iron and 
stone which we considered impervious to flame — let him build a 
small model of such a building with the usual materials, and 
place it in an iron blast furnace. In the furnace-fire of Chicago 
the Ihst came in the form of a strong wind from the south and 
west, which fanned what might othenvise have been bat a serious 
conflagration into a Phlegetlion of looming, flashing, rolling, 
rushing, crackling billows of fuiious fire, which huiied a fiery 
spray into the red bosom of the incandescent heavens above. 

"For nearly fifteen weeks," says the Chicago Journal cf Com- 
merce, "there had not fallen enough rain to penetrate the earth 
one full inch. Everything in and around the city was heated, 
diy and parched. Indeed, all through the "West, fires were 
devastating extensive forests and destroj-ing ripening crops, 
driving frontier settlers from their cabins and even over- 
whelming entire villages. For days the prevailing atmos- 
phere of our city seemed ready to kindle into a blaze." 
With such suiToundings and ajitecedents, with a hard gale blow- 
ing over the city from the hot, parched-up prauies, we can hardly 
be surprised that the fire did its work with siich feai-ful rapidity 
at the outset, that the efforts of the firemen to master the terrible 
scourge proved whoUy unavailing, 

Much has been said on the subject of the demoralization, real 
or imagined, of the Eiro Department on the night of the 8th. It 
has been hinted that several were intoxicated, and that the brig- 
ade, as a body, were utterly inefficient to aceompHsh their duty 
properly. These shameful mmors have happily proved to be 
without foundation. A more gallant struggle against an over- 
wlielming, all-powerful, merciless league of wind and Are, was 
never sustained by braver men who freely risked, and lost,life and 
hmb in the terribly unequal fight. 
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The truth is tliat courage find strength and energy must wither 
under excessive fatigue consequent on unintermitting labor 
and want of rest; and at the time of the general alarm, on the 
evening of the eighth, the whole department was almost worn 
out with tho labor of previous weeks. " During the first week in 
October," affirms the same able periodical, from which we quote 
above, " our iire department had been alanned more than thirty 
times, and witlrin a few previous weeks there had been several 
very large and fearful fires. The burning of an immense ware- 
house, in the rear of Burlington Hali, had involved a loss of thrcc- 
qriarters of a million. "When the great calamity came upon usi 
these riiins had hardly ceased to smoke. * » * 

On Tttes^f^, October 8th, the last day of the Chicago of twenty 
3"ears, our lire department was 'used up'." It appears that in addi- 
tion to the labors of weeks, weary labors of fighting flame, the enth'e 
department had worked unceasingly for twelve hours immediately 
preceding the final summons of the alarm bells. Human strength, 
whether constitutional or muscular, cannot endure such a strain 
without yielding to fatigue. Nor is it to be supposed, as many 
seem to have imagined, that under these circumstances they 
eonld compete in vigor and celerity with the firemen of Cincinnati 
or St. Louis, who rushed to bear aid in the terrible emergency. 
All such comparisons as those we hint at, are at least cruelly 
unjust, not to say imbecile. 

The origin of tho fire is not known, or rather we have no means 
of ascertaining by what agency the first building was ignited. 
The story about the old woman who went into her stable to milk 
her cow by the light of a kerosene lamp, which lamp said cow 
kicked over, is a pure fabrication. No such woman or cow pro- 
bably existed, save in the imagination of some manufacturer of 
co,nards. 

The fire first broke out, it is well knoivn, in a small stable to 
the rear of a frame building on the north side of De Koven street, 
almost half-way between Jefferson and CUnton streets. The 
cottage belongs, (for yet it stands isolated in the midst of ruin, 
a strange fact!) to a laboring man and his family. The famous 
stable at tho rear contained their little stock, a horse and several 
cows. Perhaps we might more properly call the building a barn. 
They never milked their cows later than 5 A. M., and 4J P. M. 
in order to be in full readiness to dispose of their milk in time 



HD,redbyGOOgle 



9Si theoogh the flames and beyond. 

for their neighbor's breakfasts and suppers. On the Sunday in 
question the cows were milked as usual by the wife and daugh- 
ter, and at an hour when daylight rendered the use of lamp or 
candle unnecessary. Witnesses prove beyond a doubt that the 
family were all in bed, without exception, before the fire broke 
out, when they rushed to the bam only to find it too lato either 
to extinguish the flame or to hberato the animals. 

It is, therefore, certain that neither old woman, cow or kero- 
sene lamp had anything to do witli the fire whatever. It is also 
highly incredible that incendiarism on the part of the owners of 
the frame liouse on De KoTen street should have originated the 
conflagration. Neither is it at all likely that the fire was any- 
thing but wholly accidental, notwithstanding rumors. The Jour- 
nal of Commerce remarks that in a high wind smokers might step 
aside in the lee of this little edifice to light their pipes and 
cigars. At least from the situation of the house, they would be 
moro Kkely to stop there for the purpose of striking a match 
than at any other part in that neighborhood. A spark ahghting 
on this tinder of hay and shingles, and fanned by the wind, wonld 
soon wrap the shght barn in flames. 

From this point the fire spread East, West, and North, with in- 
credible swiftness, and when aid arrived the fire had taken so 
strong a hold upon the slight structures in the neighborhood, that 
all efl'orts to check it proved unavailing. All the buildings on 
De Koven street, from Jefferson to Ohnton, were burned level 
with the pavement, if we except the httle dwelling house in the 
rear of the fatal bam, which stands perfectly uninjured among 
the changed remains surrounding it. 

As the fire extended, it gained in strength and fierceness, 
spreading faster and faster — and, as is always the case, the 
flames seemed to increase the power of the wind wliich gained 
power and fury in proportion. 

The fire department worked bravely and well in this neighbor- 
hood. The fire did not extend further West than Jefferson street, 
and all the buildings on that side were rescued, although several 
caught fire from the intense heat. About two squares and a half 
were saved on the other side of the street through the gallant 
efforts of the firemen. But the furious wind now commenced to 
catch up burning shingles, showers of charcoal sparks, and fire- 
brands of all kinds, can-ying them towards the North-east with 
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terrible effect- From Clinton street to tlie South branch of the 
Chicago Eiver, includmg Canal street, Beech street, and the 
railway tracks, the ivhole space was covered withlimibcr-yards, 
■wooden buildings, quantities of coal, and, in short, everjtlaing 
that would make a good fire. With the exception of a few build- 
ings at tlie corner of Do Koven and Canal, and a few on Canal 
itself, everything was burned to ashes, the very streets being 
scorched and blackened. But the remainder of the West side 
of the city was saved. The fire had reached the portion devasta- 
ted by the flames in the conflagration of Saturday night. North 
of HaiTison and Van Buren streets was the blank space upon 
which the fire of the previous evening had spent itself, and the 
skeleton walls and scorched brick afforded it nothing to feed upon. 
"Were it not for this fact, the south side would have been alto- 
gether destroyed as completely as the northhad been. Asitwas 
the fire ate up more than fifty squares of the "West Division, also 
devouring four or five of the bridges to the south side, 

"Wlicn the Are leaped the south branch of the Chicago river, 
it revoUed among the very same combustible material as it had 
devoured on the West-side; coal, lumber, planing mills, frame 
houses, &c. It attacked the Armory and hcked up every thmg iu 
it, sun-ounded the gas works and exploded the gasometer, and 
then the situation really became alarming. Ii-on and stone 
melted and crumbled in the terrible heat, and the fire brigade 
had barely obtained a good position, when the flames, rushing 
along as fast as a man can walk, drove them before it, and it was 
with difficulty that they could save their engines, so that flnally 
it became extremely dangerous to oppose the fire. "Marble 
buildings" says a Chicago paper "were burned to quicklime, 
crumbled, fell and disappeared as though they were mere toys of 
children. Thus onward rushed the flames, advancing north and 
east with great rapidity and ' eating,' even against the wind, 
steadily south." 

The fire then leaped the stone-yards and open lots ta the 
north of the Michigan, Southern and Kock Island Eaihoads, 
and in an extraordinary short time devoured the famous Pacific 
Hotel, one of the lai^est in the world ; and the huge depot with 
its lines of cars soon melted away iu the flames. Tar north of 
Van Bnren street the fire licked up gigantic squares of marble 
palaces, and approached the court house. This splendid build- 
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ing occupied tlie center of a square, and owing to its isolated sit- 
uation, and its being surrounded by fire-proof buildings, -was 
considered free from danger. But even before the sea of flames 
surrounded it, the ruthless wind hui-Ied flaming brands and 
sparks upon the great dome, aud the edifice was soon a mass of 
flames. The watchman started the machinery that tolled the 
ponderous boU, and fled from the building, the bell boomed forth 
the news of the terrible catastrophe until the vast dome tottered, 
reeled, and fell, crashing into the interionvith all the weight of 
its several million pounds. The awful shock shook the bm^ning 
city, and then the Chief of the Fire Department threw up his 
arms in despair ; for he felt that all liope was gone. 

The prisoners were liberated when it became evident that the 
court house was doomed, and aU escaped with the exception of 
five murderers who were securely handcufi'ed and marched off by 
the police. It is said that the hberated thieves commenced 
thck nefarious trade under the very walls of their blazing prison, 
and cleared a wagon load of clothing that was passing at the 
time. 

The interior of the Post-OiHce was completely eaten out by 
the devouring fire, but its walls successfully resisted the raging 
element, and even checked the flames for a time in a north- 
easterly du'ection. Near this were many of the finest buildings 
Chicago could boast of, including the elegant hotels between 
Madison and Lake streets ; and the splendid office of the Chi- 
cago Tribune, McVickers Theatre, and the Palmer House, all 
stood within a few squares of the glowing walls of the Post-Office. 
Soon, however, the flame advancing eastwardly seized upon the 
Palmer House, wrapping it from roof to basement in a shroud 
of yeUow firo, and the flames bursting from the roof, leaped as- 
tonishing distances to yet intact edifices. In a very short space 
of time all the surrounding bmldings were blazing as fiercely 
as the Palmer House, itself, and the Tribune building, as well as 
SIcVicker'a theati'e, crumbled away before the flames which 
rushedinupon them from the rear. 

The North diiision was untouched until a Httle after twelve 
o'clock, on the same night, when the fire leaped the main branch 
of the Chicago i"iver, and hcked up everything combustible witli 
its vast tongues of flame. The people dwelling in the North 
division — which iadeed was composed mostly of dwelling 
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houses — soonfoundtbemsclves compelled tofljtotho lake-sliore. 
Many, however, plunged into the North branch of the river, or 
sought to cross on anything that would sustain them. This side 
of the city contained the greater number of the fine churches, 
palace residences, shade-trees, seyeral depots, and enormous 
warehouses and manufactories. The North pier extended far 
into the lake a thousand feet, and close by were great stores of 
valuable material of all kinds. One of the finest buildings in 
the "West was here consumed — McCormick's Agricultural Imple- 
ment Works, containing property and stock valued at over $1,000 
000. But the chief loss which the city endured was that of 
the "Water Works. 

It may as well be known, that although the water works were 
uninjured at Uic time when the fire seized the North-side of the 
river, yet soon after they ceased to supply water. This may 
prove a good lesson to those who believe that a city can always 
depend upon an engine-suppKed reservoir fox its supply of 
water. Although the Water Works' structure was deemed fire- 
proof, yd there was a considerable amount of woodwork about 
it. The Journal of Coramerce wisely exclaims ; " A few thous- 
and dollars additional expense on the water works would have 
saved many lives and much treasure." The flying brands and 
sparks set fire to the roof immediately above the engine-room, 
the fui-thest point from the sweeping surging ocean of flame, that 
had already traveled at least three miles in six hours. This was 
instantly extinguished, but soon after the great breweries close 
by burst into roai-ing flames, and tongues of fire were darting 
over the turreted roof of the Water-Works' building. Within 
the atmosphere became heated to a degree that rendered it al- 
most impossible for the workmen and engineers to perform their 
duties through danger of suffocation. At last the fire burst 
through the roof above thek heads, and they were compelled to 
abandon the building, having first stopped the machinery in or- 
der that it might be injured as little as possible, and the safety 
valves were raised in order that the ponderous boilers might not 
burst. Then the immense roof crumbled in upon the three 
mammoth engines, and for ten days and ten nights, three hun- 
dred thousand people suffered from the want of pure water, even 
for cooking polyposes, many being obliged to content themselves 
■nith the water from the river. Happily the canal had lately 
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beeu deepened, which caused the cool pure water of the lake to 
flow towards tlie Mssissippi ; and the South branch of the river 
was sweet and pure compared to what it had been one year ago. 
Even at tliis time, howeTCr, it was water only to be used in cases 
of necessity. 

Now the fire advanced without enemy to oppose it, and swept 
on towards the cemetery which bounded Lincoln Park on the 
South. The fire department had drawn off to the lake-shore, 
there to oppose the progress of the rushing whirlwind of fire by 
another mode of attack, while the flames were swallowing all the 
buildings in the direction of Lincoln Park. One remarkably 
handsome wooden residence, together with a fine conservatory, 
were spared, however, by the hungiy element which left no other 
building standing it its destroying path. The ghoulish flames 
even battened upon the tombs and monuments in the burial 
ground, cracking and calcining marble monuments, licking up 
wooden crosses and signs, and even devouring the trees that 
shadowed, and the grass that gi-ew upon ihe gi-aves of the dead. 
It could gain no hold, however, upon the green foliage and shrub- 
bery of Lincoln Park, whereupon it changed its course to the 
North-west, It licked up eTerjthing until it reached the prairie, 
and then it burned up acres of prairie grass and trees. All the 
bridges to the West-side soon disappeared, and the La SaUe 
street tunnel, which communicated -ndth the South-side, was so 
heated by the suiTOunding flames, that at the entrances on both 
sides of the river the iron railings were twisted and bent as 
though warped by the hands of a fiery Vulcan, and the rocks 
split and shivered as though by hghtning. As long as the 
bridges remained intact, they were covered with fugitives and 
vehicles of every desciiption. But soon the only means of 
communication with the North, South, and "West sides of the 
river was cut off, and fugitives could only obtain succor through 
vessels along the late-shore, m" by a circuitous route to the re- 
moter bridges, which were soon as crowded with fugitives as the 
others had been. And so the fire rushed on mth its appallingly 
rapid work of destruction, until the prairie about the city was 
crowded with homeless men, women, and children, without shel- 
ter, food or drink. 

As long as liquor could be obtained many men drank freely, 
and not a few fell in a state of sleepy intoxication upon the 



HD,redbyGOOgle 








t'f^^yf ^*-%r__ \ 



H„i,db,Googk 



H„i,db,Google 



CHICAGO AS IT WAS AND AS IT IS. V^ 

aeorching pavement, little heeding the swifUy approaching and 
their terrible death. Alcohol had deadened their conscious- 
ness of all things. Then the roar of the red flames grew louder 
and louder, and the earth-ahaking crash of faUing bxuldings 
sounded nearer and nearer, till the scorching pavement upon 
which they lay seemed to rock beneath the terrible weight of 
the falling walls, but they slept on under the red rain of fire, till 
they became as the ashes which fell upon them. 

The gutters of the sidewalks and roads were frequently filled 
with blazii^ whiskey, alcohol, petroleum, or otter inflammable 
fluids, which ran in streams of curhng blue fire, or dancing red 
flames down the pavements. In several places the tar between 
the seams of the newly-laid wooden pavements caught fire and 
blazed from end to end ; yet with few exceptions the wooden 
pavements proved a success and still remain in a marvelloos 
state of preservation. The flagged pavements did not escape 
so well, and the huge stones ■ cracked and splintered in the vast 
heat. Brick is the material that best endured the terrible or- 
deal ; indeed, the greater part of the brick is still serviceable for 
bmlding purposes. But marble was burnt to quicklime, free- 
stone and hmestone crumbled and splintered, iron melted and 
trickled Uke lava among the glowing ruins, and strong iron pil- 
lars were twisted and warped into strangely fantastic shapes. 

The rails of the street-railways were subjected to such terrible 
heat, from the blazing buildings on either side oi the street, that 
they were raised in the mid<Ue from sis to twelve inches and 
even two feet above the ground, the center bolts being drawn and 
those at the ends remaining undetacheJ. 

AnytliJTig combustible would of course be burnt to a cinder by 
the mere heat of that awful furnace, even though the actual flames 
had left it untouched. One cur^us fact with regard to the man- 
ner ia which the various kinds of pavements endured the heat, 
which is chronicled by the Journal of Commerce, is well worthy of 
record. " On the north-west comer of the Oourt-House Square 
ifl now to be seen artificial stone flagging, perfect, while the sand- ' 
stone on both sides oi it, and also the curbing, are entirely des- 
troyed." But we are also told that even where the rails were 
lifted from the center of the streets and bent like a bow, from the 
terrific heat, the wooden pavements remain materially uninjured. 

The panic of that great multitude was truly terrible. With, in 
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some instancea, fire onthree sides of them, they rushed to the 
waters of the lakes and dashed the liqmd over themselves to 
keep their garments ft'om being burned by the shower of falhng 
fire or the intense heat of blazing buildings. The cattle rushed 
bhndly about bellowing with terror and tramphng upon men, wo- 
men and children. Eats, cats, p%s, and dogs,mshed among the 
crowd uttering cries of terror. Flocks of pigeons rose in the 
red glare and sought safety in flight until scorched by the fearful 
heat, bewildered and blinded by the terrible ram of fire, and tlie 
stifimg smoke, they fell back into the blaze. Horses, maddened 
with terror, shrieked with that horrible shriek which is never for- 
gotten by those who have once heard it, kicked and*plunged, 
and often lay down in their harness imder the rain of sparks, 
foaming at the mouth, and shivering in every hmb. Perhaps the 
roar of the fire was even more appaJling than the spectacle. 

The thieves had, as the popular phrase 'goes, " a fine time." 
Among the struggling, cursing, praying, shrieking crowd, their 
nimble fingers worked unceasingly, and we have no doubt they 
reaped a rich harvest. It is tolerably certain, however, that 
many of them perished in burning houses, where, in their eager- 
ness to obtain booty, they remained imtil after every chance of 
escape had been cut off. The poHce at such a time were aknost 
powerless to act, and crime was, perforce, permitted to revel in 
well-nigh unr«strained freedom for a while. Under the guise of 
friendship, sharpers would frequently volunteer to take charge of 
valuable goods, which, of course, were never again seen by their 
rightful owners. The ^ack-drivers were little better than swind- 
lers, chai^g from fifty ^ a hundred and fifty dollars fare— even 
to crippled invalids. 

The reports of incendiarism, hanging, shooting, and summary 
popular vengeance, or mob-law, are probably without foundation, 
or, at least, maybe regarded as imperfectly substantiated. Sev- 
eral very horrible, and numerous lomantieally dreadful stories, 
have been circulated, we believe, by the lovers of the sensational 
That a mob, under such circumstances, and in such a state of 
half-mad terror and frantic despair, would not hesitate to execute 
summary vengeance upon any parties who might be even slightly 
giispecfced of incendiarism, is pretty certain. But the accounts 
of this nature lack evidence and can hardly be credited for want 
of proper substMitiation. With regard to romance, however, there 
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httve certainly occurred more hair-breadfch escapes and thrilling 
incidonts than would fill a large volume, and these, too, of such 
a nature as would vie with the wildest fancies ol the sensation- 
alist. 

Twelve hours after the first alarm on Sunday night, the greatei 
part of Chicago was dust and ashes. The fire soon began to 
work south against the wind, actually traveling aloi^ State street 
and Wabash avenue with almost as fatal swiftness as where the 
burning gale helped it along. It is curious, too, that the wind 
seemed to veer and blow from all points south, east and west as 
the fire proceeded, but the prevaihng point was steadily south. 
Here, however, Phil, Sheridan led a forlorn hope against the 
flames, and began to oppose their progress in a new and jet 
more efficient manner. Powder was brought from the arsenal 
and buildings blown up all along the line of fire, but it was only 
by superhuman efforts that the fire was last checked at Harrison 
street. 

The sufferings of the women and children no pen can depict. 
The terrible shock brought on premature delivery in numerous 
instances. It is said that between four and five hundred children 
were bom within twenty-four hours after the fire, and many an 
infant's first cry was heard by the bleak lake shore, or upon the 
cheerless prairie, on that terrible night. Many of the little suf- 
ferers bom under a sky of flame, and many a fair and dehcate 
woman, perished before the son had risen upon the smoking 
ruins. A great number of children and young women were com- 
pelled to fly in their night-clothes, and died from the consequent 
exposure. In the fire itself, probably nearly two hundred souls 
perished, and the total loss of life, from all causes connected with 
the fire, must come to nearly a thousand. 

The telegraph operators stuck to theirpostswith an unshrink- 
ing heroism well worthy of record, imtil the flames had snapped, 
curled up, and whitened the wires, consumed the poles, and even 
destroyed the lamp-posts at the comers of the streets. 

Before the fire had ceased, except where the coal piles con- 
tinued to blaze furiously and the shivering thousands returned 
to look upon the ruins of their homes, the city was placed for a 
time under martial law. Sheridan brought down troops, tlie 
oommand of the city being given into his hands, and Allan Pink- 
crton issued orders to shoot all thieves, incendiaries, or male- 
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factors, without mercy. It was a timely order, roughs, thieres, 
sharpers, swindlers, robbers, bui^lars, came from all quarters like 
Tultures to prey upon the corpse of Chicago. But after the 
panic was oyer, and the authorities were enabled to give their un- 
divided attention to the preservation of law and pubhc order, 
these rascals found themselves utterly baffled. 

"When the news of the terrible fire flashed along the glowing 
wires to St. Louis, Cincinnati, and Louisville, the horror of the 
announcement lay like a nightmare shadow upon every heart and 
braiu — ^when even the last means of communicating with the sis- 
ter cities was cut off, the alarm almost grew into a panic. A 
whole city on fire in the North-west ! Five square miles of 
splendid buildings roaring to the sties in flames! Five hundred 
miUions worth of property destroyed ! Thousands homeless, 
thousaads starving, breadless, dying, millioiiaires reduced to beg- 
gars ! The richest city of the west, whose wonderous speedy 
growth and prosperity was the admiration of the whole land, 
even of its rivals, turned into a hell of fire ! Such was the news 
which appeared on the bulletin boards of every daily newspaper 
office, surrounded by awe-struck, sympathizing crowds. 

For an instant all was horror, astonishment, and terror. Then 
the trance was broken by the cry of " give us food, give us shelter, 
as you are men and brothers. Our beautiful city, of which the 
world was proud, is gone. Our women and children are dying, 
without food, shelter, or money. Help us in our terrible afflic- 
tion." And then the great sympathy of miUions awoke, the sis- 
ter cities forgot all petty rivalries, and nobly set to work to res- 
cue the desolate people. Firemen and engines poured from all 
quarters to the scene of smoke and flame. Money, food, and 
clothing, came in plenty, and the mother country, too, poured 
forth her gold, remembering that the new world had sent suecor 
to the old in the day of need. Ihe Nineteenth century showed 
it had a heart. 

The fire consumed nearly 3,200 acres, or nearly 5 square miles. 
The great fires of London, Moscow, and Constantinople, all com- 
bined, will scarcely equal the Chicago fire in the amount of space 
burned over. Nearly twenty-five thousand buildings of all dis- 
criptions have been leveled with the ground, and the number of 
human beings rendered homeless is 111,000 at the very lowest 
calculation, according to the Journal of Commerce. No perfectly 
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reliable estimate of the amonut of property destroyed has jet 
been made, the Tarious reckonings ranging from one bvmdred to 
five hundred milliona of dollars. Many of the most accurate cal- 
cidations have unanimously agreed on placing the loss occasioned, 
by destruction of property, and damage to business, at from three to 
four hundred millions of dollars, on ■which there was, according 
to the "Underwriter," nearly $100,000,000, insurance. 

The richest and finest portion of the city has been, as our 
readers must perceive, utterly swept away, nothing but blackened 
heaps of brick, stone andiron being visible. The only buildings 
left standing between the river and the lake, and the river and 
Madison street, are the Lind block, at the comer of Randolph 
andMarket streets, Hathaway's coaJ-offiee and one of the Buck- 
ingham elevators on the lake shore. The destruction of five of 
the great elevators alone involved an enormous loss. 

THE ELEVAT0B3. 
Chicago possessed seventeen elevators at the time of the great 
fire, with a storage capacity for over eleven millions and a half 
bushels of grain. The fire consumed five of these with their 
'contents, amounting to 1,600,000 bushels, of all kinds of grain — 
principally com. The elevators destroyed include the " Hiram 
Wheeler" with a capacity of 500,000 bushels ; " Hunger & Ar- 
mor's Galena— 600,000 bushels; "Illinois Central A," 700,000 
bushels; and the "Union," 700,000 bushels. The remaining 
elevators however contain about 5,000,000 bushels which is more 
than sufficient for all present wants. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 
The Court-House walls have successfully resisted the fire in 
the wings, although the central portion must be rebuilt, and the 
dome, with the famous electric clock, has been completely des- 
troyed. The massive walls of the water works building are al- 
most uninjured. With the exception of the Michigan Avenue 
Hotel, and a few others, the great hotels of Chicago are re- 
duced to heaps of mortar, calcined marble, bricks and broken 
iron. The Pacific Hotel had been almost completed at a cost 
of nearly a million when the huge flames rushed into its four- 
teen hundred rooms and roared out of its numberless windows. 
Tlie building occupied an entire square, was eight stories in 
height, and calculated when furnished to accommodate two 
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thouaand guests. It made perhaps the grandest spectacle of 
the great fire. Besides the Pacific and St. James Hotel, the 
Sherman, Palmer, Tremont, Briggs, Everett, Clifton, Orient, 
Oldridge and other houses fell a prey to the flames. 

The brewers suffered terribly, nothii^ being saved of their 
huge establishments but a portion of the stock in the beer 
vaults. Moreover, the insurance on the property -was generally 
light. 

BREWERIES DESTROYED. 

Lill's Brewing Company $500,000 

J. A. Huck iOO,000 

Sand's Brewing Company 335,000 

Bush & Brand 250,000 

Buffalo Brewery. 150,000 

Sehmid, Katz & Co 60,000 

Metz & Stage 80,000 

Doyle Bros. & Co i5,000 

Moeller Bros 20,000 

K. G-. Scbmidt 90,000 

Schmidt & BendT 25,000 

George Hiller. 35,000 

Mitivet & Puoptel 12,000 

John Behringer 15,000 

J. Miller 8,000 

William Bowman 5,000 

Jobn"W^ner 6,000 

Total $2,025,000 

The above loss includes, of course, the destruction of ice- 
houses, malt-houses, stables, cooper and blacksmith siiops con- 
nected with the estabhshments, which were utterly reduced to 



FIELD, LEITER AND COS 
Monster store only caught fire at day break. For more than an 
hour and a half several hundred men did all in their power to 
save it from the advancing ocean of flame. The building occu- 
pied an entire block, and from its isolated position, and its sur- 
roundings, being all vast structures of iron and marble, ifc was 
hoped that it might be saved. But the buildings on the oppo- 
site sides of the square, burst into furious flames, melting the 
great business blocks as though formed of wax and timber, and 
the heat became like that of Nebuchadnezzar's furnace. Then 
the lai^est dry^oods house in the West had to be left to its 
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fate, and the flames were soon rioting among 2,000,000 dollars' 
worth of costly winter stock. 

BANKS iC. 
There is not a single one of these buUdings left intact in Chi- 
cago. The bank vaialts have, however, resisted the flames with 
success. The principal Telegraph offices were all consumed. 
All the records of deeds and mortgages — all the real estate titles, 
have been destroyed. The abstracts of titles in the office of 
Shortale & Hoard, conveyancers, were luckily saved, 

LAWYERS. 

There is not a law-office, or law-library, left in Chicago, nor 
an indictment in existence in the country against anybody, nor 
a judgment, nor a petition in bankruptcy. Duplicate files of im- 
portant cases which the lawyers kept in their offices are hke- 
wise destroyed. 

DISTILUIBIES. 

But three Distrilleries remain in running order. The estab- 
lishments owned by Thomas Ljiich, Graefft, Koclle & Co., Dick- 
inson, Leech & Co., Keller Distilling Company, Kirchoff and 
Shufeldt's rectifying works were consumed. 
COAL lABDS. 

There is no doubt that fuel in Chicago will be dear and scarce 
daring the winter. Every coal yard in tlie city caught fire, and 
vast piles laid in for winter were utterly destroyed. The coal 
stock of Kogers & Co., (lower yard), Robert Law, Dyer & Paynes, 
Holbrook, W. Johnson, Sydacker, Goit & Curtiss, Sweet & Wil- 
hams, Richardson & Pratt Bros. — amounting to about 50,000 tons 
of soft coal, and 10,000 of hard coal, insured — was totally lost. 
Five considerable winter stores of coal were, however, saved, in- 
cluding JRoger & Co.'s upper yards. 

NEWSrATEH OFFICES. 

The offices of no less than eighty-five newspapers and periodi- 
cals were consumed. Several daihes reappeared in very small 
size soon after the fire, and since that time many of them have 
attained their former size. The Tribum, Post, RepvMican, Stoats- 
Zdlung, Mail, Times and Journal offices were amo"7 the finest 
offices destroyed. The Tribune Building was the last to succumb 
to the flames by several hours, indeed it was considered one 
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of the most thoroughly fire-proof buildings in Chicago. It was, 
moreover, one of the chief architectural beauties of the city. 
Every partition wall in the whole structure was of brick, the 
ceilings were of corrugated iron beams. lb was erected ia 1869, 
at a cost of not less than $225,000, and was seemingly so 
thoroughly secure that the Tribune Company had taken no 
insurance. On the first floor was the fire-proof vault, safes, &a,, 
and the basement contained the engines, with two of Hoe's eight 
cylinder presses, with several folding machines, quantities of 
paper, &e. The building was completely gutted fcom roof to 
basement, and the loss of contents alone cannot have been less 
than $100,000. The fire-proof vault of the Tribune, however, 
proved perfectly trustworthy, and everything in it, even, a box of 
matches, was found intact. 

CITY PEOPEETY. 
The following estimate of losses of city property under the ju- 
risdiction of the Board of Pubhc Works is given by Commis- 
sioner Eedmond Prindiville, who has devoted considerable atten- 
tion to the subject. This estimate does not include the school- 
houses, engine-houses and apparatus, police stations, sidewalks, 
&o. The item of sidewalks only referring to those in front of 
city property, together with aU street and alley crossings, which 
are constructed by the Board of PubUc Works. The item of the 
City Hall embraces only the west half of the Court-house, the re- 
mainder being owned by the county. The list is as follows: 

City Hall, iucluding furniture $470,000 

Waterworks engines 15,000 

Water Works buildings and tools 20,000 

' Eueh Btrret bridge 15,000 

State street bridge 15,000 

Clark street bridge 13,000 

Wells street bridge 15,000 

Chicago avenue i^ridge 26,700 

Adama street bridge 37,800 

Tan Buren street bridge 13,470 

Polk street bridge 29,450 

Washington street tunnel 2,000 

La Salle street tunnel 1,800 

Lamp posts. 25,000 

Fire hydrants 15,000 

Street pavements. 250,000 

Sidewalks and crossings 70,000 

Reservoirs 15,000 
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Docks. 10,000 

Sewers. 10,000 

Water eervice 15.000 

Total $1,085,080 

The schooner Stampede and the bark Glenbendal, with several 
other crafts, were burned in the river and in the dry dock, and 
two steam fire-engines at least, viz., Ijong John, and A. C. Cov- 
entry, were destroyed by the'flames on the West-side, being caught 
among the burning buildings. 

The walls of the Cuatom House, the First National Bank, and 
the Tribune building, are yet standing, but it is doubtful whether 
they will be serviceable again. Nearly all the mail matters were 
secured from the Custom House building. Bank safes were ter- 
ribly heated, to such ail extent, in fact, that in several instances 
gold was melted into a solid mass, and notes reduced to ashes. 
Several packages of postage stamps, worth about $100,000, pre- 
sented a curious appearance upon being taken from one of the 
safes. The gum-adhesive had become heated and the sheets 
were soldered together into masses as hard as wooden or com- 
position blocks. 

ADDITIONAL UlSSES. 

As has been previously mentioned accounts vary as to the des- 
truction of property in Chicago, estimates varying from 150,000, 
000 to more than double that amount. But certain it is that over 
sisty miles of streets, and more than 20,000 buildings have been 
utterly and completely destroyed. Fifty million feet of lumber 
have been consumed, together vrith thousands of tons of coaL 
The stock of leather was reduced about one quarter, $95,000 
worth being burnt- 
Cyrus McCormiek the manufacturer of the " reaper and mower 
machines," was perhaps the heaviest individual sufferer by the 
fire, losing, independently of insurance, no less than three mil- 
lions. Wilham B. Ogden, who also lost considerable property in 
the great Wisconsin fires, suffered to the amount of two millions. 
Potter Palmer was said to have lost the incredible amount of ten 
millions, and reaUy loses at least a fifth part of that amount. 
John T. Farwell and John Young Scammon lost respectively 
$1,500,000 and $1,000,000. Several other eminent miUionaires 
lost similar amounts. 
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The city of Chicago must have lost at least five millions in 
public buildings, bridges, destruction to fire-engines, &c., none of 
■which property was insured. The loss by damage to street im- 
provements, sidewalks, pavements, &g., fails upon the owners of 
building property. This is probably about the heaviest loss of 
all 

Only about 50,000 people have left the city, leaving it still with 
a population of over 280,000. The shrewdest business men of 
the West are all confident that in less than five years the com- 
merce and prosperity of Chicago will be even greater than it had 
been previous to the fire. 

The Methodist Episcopal church lost over $295,000 worth of 
property, insured for about $80,000. Eight school-houses were 
destroyed, the loss on which aggregates $200,000. The churches 
burned on the North-side were the North Presbyterian, West- 
minister Presbyterian, Grace Methodist, Moody's Mission, St. 
Jame's Cathedral of the Holy Name, St. Joseph's, with the Or- 
phan Asylum, and Convent of the Immaculate Conception, St. 
Ausgiue's, New England, Unity, Pullerton avenue Presbyterian, 
and one or two other smaller. On the Southern Division the fol- 
lowing were consumed : First and Second Presbyterian, St. Paul, 
Trinity, Swedenborgian, St. Mary's, Wabash avenue Methodist, 
and First Methodist Churches. 

Thousands of valuables, that cannot be replaced, were. of course 
consumed. The original Emancipation Proclamatioft of Ijncoln, 
and a statue of that President, being the only one for which he 
ever sat, have been destroyed. The losses involved by the des- 
truction of the Court-house are irreparable, and among them 
one of the most important is the destruction of all of Pinkerton's 
Criminal records, &c, 

Allan Pinkerton has long been famous as the " champion thief- 
catcher" of the Stales, and his reputation was the result of years 
of patient, succesful toil, and enei^. His detective agency was 
as famous as the Boston Common, and besides the central olEce 
at Chicago, there were branches at New York and Philadriphia, 
This agency was first started in 1852 at Chicago, and two years 
later the famous records were commenced. The most minute de- 
tails of every case were carefully recorded, the statement of the 
applicant seeking for assistance to recover his lost property, the 
s of the detectives employed, his orders, and reports of Ins 
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operatiom-in a word, everj d»taU of the case, even to tie teati- 

r'^tfr^^"? "P"^- ""* ""• •"""^'•^o "' *« P™"-"- More 
than 150,000 had been paid for clerical work alone upon this 
matter, yhich filled no less than fonr hundred huge volumes of 
geat value. The greater portion of these were placed in six of 
Jiarns sai6s,and some of thefi in wooden cases. They were 
all burnt. 

Bhdtertonhad been offered 130,000 by the Govermoul for «v- 
mne large volumes confainiig complete records of the secret 
service of the Amy of the Potomac. They were the only set in 
esistence, and valued by their owner at 150,000. Negotiations 
for the transfer of these volumes were sliU going on when the fire 
broJie out and reduced them all to tinder. 

The reports of the night pohce occupied forty great volumes 
of enormous value. There were fortyniight patrolmen whose 
duty It was to report everything that had happined on their respec- 
tive beats, as weU as the state of the weather and other hnportant 
particulars. They were frequently consulted in court proceed- 
mgs for the purpose of obtaiunig information as regards the 
weather, the condition of the streets, the presence or absence of 
the moon, and poUcemen. Only two of these'huge volumes were 
saved. There were, hiewise, 105 volumes of files of all the dafly 
and weekly papers since 1854. Hnkerton had printed instruo- 
lious pasted all around the wahs, ordering the men to remove 
these valuable articles firat of aU in case of fire, but before they 
codd be lowered hito the wagon the flames compelled the men 
to flee for theii Kves. Thus the work of more than twenty years 
was destroyed m about half an hour. 

The OKcujo Tribune dechired, in an editorial after the fire 
that (here was no necessity for any able-bodied man to leave 
CMcago. This is certainly true. There was and is plenty of 
workfor hundreds more at present. Quite a number of merchants 
mtend building up then: business edifices shorttj, and many are 
ah:eady in course of erectioiL 
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The Burning Pity. 



Calm and still, in her strength and pride: 

The City lay, Lie a sleeping bride. 

The stars turned pale in the Eastern sky. 

And slipped out of sight, for the mom was nigh. 

When up through the twilight, cool and grey. 

Burned a, ruddier light than the dawning day. 

And a cry rang out on the startled air, 

" The City is burning!" " Burning? Where?" 

" The City is burning! Burning ! Therel" 

And swift feet hurried forward and fro, 

And Etrong hands fought with the awftd foe ; 

Fought till the golden banners fell. 

And flames and embers were smothered well. 

All day long had the battle raged, 
AH day long had the strife been waged, 
And the weary fireman slept at night, 
Calmly, thinking that all was right. 

Nine o'clock! Ten o'clock! Eleven! went by, 
And still no cloud stained the clear blue sky; 
Bttt scarce had the clang of the midnight bellB 
Been hushed in softly echoing swells. 
When loud their fierce alarm arose. 
And banished every eye's repose. 

Again tbe city was on fire. 

The red flames sprang like serpents, higher 

!Prom roof to tower, from tower to spire, 

Great golden surges throbbed and beat. 

And rolled and hissed from street to street; 

Stern granite walls, we had builded well. 

In one wild hour to ashes fell, 

And household treasures, cherished long, 

Were swallowed by that dragon strong. 
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Ill anguish, which we may not speak, 
Which dries the tear drop on the cheek. 
And makes all words seem vain and weak; 
We watched that night of horror through. 
Watched till again the dawning grew 
To broader hght of perfect day. 
And then beheld our city lay, 
Blackened and shrivelled, ruined, lost, 
In that stupendous Holooanst. 

We looked into each others eyes. 
Too dumbly stricken for surprise, 
And said we've but escaped the fire, 
"To starve upon our funeral pyre." 
But when we saw the young, the fair. 
Our helpless loved ones gathered there, 
We raised one piteous wailing cry, 
" Help us, or we shall surely die I" 

From Orient to Occident 
The echo of our anguish went, 
Aud Occident and Orient 
Made answer as with one intent; 
They gave and gave, and still had more 
To give from Loves' exhaustlcas store. 

As flowers give perfume sweet and icao. 
Unbidden to the evening air. 
As clouds give raindrops bounteous. 
So did the world give help to us. 
Prom town and city, far and near. 
Came deeds of kindness, words of cheer, 
And hearts bowed down in sorrow, then. 
In sweet surprise grew strong again. 

For He who walked of old on earth, 

Is with as in this later birth; 

We lost Him in our gi'eed for pelf, 

But to His higher, purer Self, 

He leads us through this goldea tide, 

A]id thus our loss is glorified. 
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Incidents, Accidents, Tragedies, 
and Wonderful Escapes. 

A BECOHD OP FACTS STitAKGER THAN ANY FtCTION. 

The inquirer for incidenta, unless insatiable, is qaickly sur- 
feited. Incidents abound : and they comprise a larger variety 
than was ever before known to spring from a single disaster. 
Those of a tragic character unfortunately predominate, in which, 
"sorrow, like an ocean, deep, dark, rough, and shoreless, roll'd 
its billows o'er the souls" of ten thousand hapless victims. Some 
are foil of a sad grotesqueness that force an equipoise of tears 
and smiles, but the great volume of woe is app^ng. It has 
already crushed many a brave heart, and destroyed many a noble 
intellect. It has written the untimely epitaph of the highest 
worldly hopes and loftiest ambitions of men of enterprise and 
worth, in ihe several departments of human endeavor, in the 
ashes of their achievements! 

SUFFERINGS OF WOMEN. 
There is so much material for this chapter of calamity, the 
question at once arises as to what shall be rejected, that it may 
be comprised within reasonable limits. At the best, it ■will re- 
quire a very stout heart to read, without flinching, what are herein 
set down as verified facts. The great whirlwind of fire was no 
respector of persons, and did not accomodate its course to any 
of the desires or movements of our people. The sick, the dying 
and the dead, were all in its path, and consumed by its torrid 
breath. Many women, in the pains of childbirth, driven from 
shelter by the flames, were found away out on the prairies, or on 
the shores of the lake, the bleak winds chilling them and extin- 
quishing the new life just ushered into the world. In scores of 
instances, both mother and child were dead, without attendance, 
and unrecognized. With no sympathising friends, no helping 
hand, no eye save God's, to witness their agony and despair, they 
passed to " a land of darkness as darkness itself, and of the shad- 
ow of death ; without any order, and where the hght is darkness." 
It is trebly hard, under such conditions, 

" To feel the hand ot death arrest one'a steps, 
Throw a. ehill hlight o'er all one's budding hopft^ 
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The daaghter of an eminent clergyman gave birth to a child 
during the rush and panic of the wild flight of Tromen and chil- 
dren along the lake shore, and in some inexplicable way was 
separated from her friends, and neither mother nor child have 
been found. 

A well-dressed and apparently intelligent lady, Tunning away 
from the scorching flames, fell down in Adams street, near State. 
It was diecovered by those near that she was in the pains of la- 
bor, and an effort made to convey her to a place of safety. She 
had been carried scarcely three squares when she expired in 
great agony. 

A lady was carried out of the Sherman House in the arms of 
her husband, a new bom babe clasped to her breast, and both 
died in the arms of the husband and father before reaching a 
place of safety. He was last seen marching along the shore of 
the lake, with the dead woman and child in his arms, shouting, 
laughing, and blaspheming, in all the delirium of grief. He was 
unquestionably burned or drowned. 

The lake shore was a scene of many a blood-curdling tragedy. 
A fine-looking woman of commanding presence, and almost re- 
gal air, was observed wading in the shallow water, holding twin 
babes but a few hours old in her arms. At last she sank upon 
the shore from utter exhaustion, and both mother and children 
died unrecognized and unattended, and two days after were buried 
by the city, 

A well known matron, whose husband was absent from the city 
at the time of the fire, personally superintended the packing and 
securing of most of her valuables, (although in a condition of the 
utmost delicacy regarding physical health), and sent them to a 
place of safety. She then engaged an express wagon, at an enor- 
mous charge, to convey her to the residence of a friend in the 
West Division ; but, in consequence of her unusual exertions dur- 
ing the night, the excitement, anxiety, and fatigue, she was attacked 
with labor pains shortly after leaving her residence, and foimd 
herself compelled to he down in the wagon. Just after crossing 
Eaudolph street bridge she gave birth to a living child, but before 
reaching her destination its Htfcle life had been extinguished by 
the chilhng blast. The mother, strong and healthy before, is now 
an invalid. 
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Among 1700160 of the baser sort, who had their dena and 
haunts in Wells, Clark, and other streets in the burned district, 
there were tragedies innumerable, and probablj more horrible 
deaths than among people occupying ten times the amount of 
space in other parts of the city. As the flames attacked their 
squaKd tenements, they were seen issuing forth scantily clad, 
some almost nude, many in a maudlin stage of intoxication, 
others rubbing their eyes in drowsy' stnpidity — dismayed, weep- 
ing, laughing, onrsing and singii^. One, somewhat intoxicated, 
carried a young child, which she abandoned before walking a sin- 
gle square ; and it would have been consumed had not a patrol- 
man rescued it Another carried a bottle, from which she 
quaffed frequent and copious draughts, and, despite the urging 
of her companions, finally lagged behind, and was left to her 
fate. A young girl in tawdry attire, after emerging from a low 
Wells street hovel that had just ignited, swore she would sooner 
lose her life than her gay new hat, and wwit back in quest of it. 
She did not return. A painted Jezebel rushed into the glowing 
street from a burning house, just as the roof commenced falling, 
with a large feather-bed ia her arms. She was clad in nothing 
but a light wrapper, which the gale swept away from her limbs, 
and, ere she had proceeded many steps the flames seized upon 
it. The bed was also in some way ignited, and in an instant the 
woman was enveloped in a raging bonfire. People hastened to 
her rescue, but she had inhaled the intense caloric into a stom- 
ach already heated with alcohol, and fell dead before one could 
reach her. A poor depraved creature sat in an attic window 
of a large building in Clark street, chattering, singing, and laugh- 
ing, while the flames were raging through every part of the struc- 
ture, even in the room she occupied. She shouted obscene epi- 
thets, and snatches of erotic songs to the people below, hurrahed 
for the fire and cursed everything else ; and, finally, as the huge 
waUs commenced swaying forward and back, she laughed hide- 
ously, ending in a shriek like the yeU of a hyena, as the im- 
mense pile of brick and mortar came thundering to the ground, 
burying her beneath its tremendous weight. A gi-eat number 
of this class of women were overtaken in the slumber of intoxi- 
cation, smothered and roasted without consciousness of the 
calamity ; while others, tired of life, made no exertion to save 
themselves, and perished in various ways. 
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Who can realize the excruciating anguish of such a moment? 

Physicians testify that not less than eight hundred cases of 
premature birth have ahready been made known, and most of 
them involve instances of suflering that no strength of language 
can adequately describe. The poor women, away from their 
natural protectors, with no friends at hand, and without even 
the commonest attention from strangers, so absorbed was every 
one in the immediate danger to life and property, were left, in 
all their helplessness, to encounter the most critical period in 
their lives — rendered a thousand fold more momentous by the 
appalling character af their surroundings. 

A HEAET-BENDING MI8TAEE. 

A family was just rushing from their smoking residence, that 
the fire had only that moment attacked, when the wife said to 
her husband. 

" Tou have the baby, Charles ?" 

" Ko ; I thought you took him." 

" Mary has him, then?" 

" Oh, no mem ; I brought the silver." 

The babe is still in the house, and the father rushes back to 
save him. The half-distracted mother, supported by the faith- 
ful servant, awaits his return in an agony of fear. The roof is 
on fire, and the flames are just bursting from the upper windows 
when he appears with the precious bundle. 

" I wrapped him closely, so he would not inhale the smoke." 

" Is he asleep ?" 

" Yes ; very soundly." 

"Let's hurry along to a safer place and unwrap hia face or he 
will smother." 

When a little remote from the raging flames and blinding 
smoke, they undid the carefully guarded parcel, and found 
within— nothing but a lai^e pillow I The child had been left to 
the flames. The mother understood her great bereavement on 
the instant, then her mind darkened, and she is hopelessly a 
maniac. 

AM XTNEXAMIXED BEEEATEatEMT. 

A prominent business man returned from a trip to New York 

on the second day after the fire. He had been enabled to obtain 

no particulars regarding his own personal disaster, and the oc- 
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cular demonstration of the min of his home and -warehousea 
preceeded all verbal intimation of the facta. Of his elegant res- 
idence nothing was left but the smoking stones of the founda- 
tion, and a few warpeii iron piUars marked the spot where he had 
left a commodious and weU-fiHed business house. He inquired 
for his family. Nobody could furnish the desired information. 
His brother had hved in another part of the city, and he con- 
cluded they must be there. He went to see, but found only the 
ruins of the household shrines. A cousin living two miles in an- 
other direction must have furnished them refuge, but, on search- 
ing that locality, he djscovered the fire fiend had not spared him 
even this hope, and his investigation from that time forth was di- 
rected to a general search, and advertisements in the newspa- 
pers, but, up to the moment of this writing, without result. No 
tidings whatever from his wife and children, none from his 
brother, none from the cousin ; and the poor man is now driven 
to the belief that all were utterly destroyed I 
GEORGE HOWAItD. 
A bright little fellow, only eleven years of age, was the hero of 
the following incident: His parents moved from New York to 
Chicago abouts two months before the fire. Here the father 
started in the merchant tailoring business, and was getting along 
comfortably. They lived on Randolph street, and when they 
retired to bed on the second night of the conflagration, there was 
no fear entertained by the people of that locality that the flames 
would reach them. The httle fellow, who gives his name as 
George Howard, says he was aroused from his sleep by the heat, 
and when he opened his eyes found their building on fire, and the 
windows already in flames. He jumped up, awakened his father, 
and mother, and told them of the danger. The heat at this time 
was intense, and George managed to save himseH by jumping 
through one of the burning wmdows, whi^ was in the second 
story, down to the pavement below. Ther^e waited, expecting 
his father and mother would also escape by jumping from the win- 
dows ; but ho waited in vain. In less time almost than it takes 
to relate it, the building was a eriunbling mass, and roof, walls, 
partitions, and furniture, all went blazing together into the cellars. 
He states that nest morning he made search, and found the bones 
of his^ather and mother beneath the ruins. 
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A STRANGE EBfiOR. 

The great uncertainty regarding the fate of friends, for several 
days succeeding the fire, and the absence of any thoroughly or- 
ganized effort to trace those who were missing, occasioned untold 
anxiety, and in several instances resulted in the most terrible 
misapprehensions. A young gentlemen telegraphed to relatives 
in Syracuse as follows : 

"lam safe, but father cannot be found. He was probably 
asleep, and burned to death. "feed." 

In less than two hours after the receipt of the above, the par- 
ties in SjTacuse were astounded by this di^atch from the father : 

" Everything burned, and Fbed is missing. Havn't seen him 
since the general alarm, and fear the worst. " B. J. F." 

Father and son were at once informed by return messages, of 
the safety of each other, and were soon reunited. 

A HAPPY OCCASION. 

There never was a happier re-union of people who had been 
given up as lost by their friends, than that which occured at one 
of the reHef " headquarters" on Thursday succeeding the calam- 
ity. A well known gentleman was relating to sympthisiag friends 
that, in his desire to save his cash box, which contained bonds 
and money for a large sum, he had been neglectful, for the mo- 
ment, of the safety of his wife and children, that he lost sight of 
them in the great rflsh of flying, panic-stricken citizens, and that 
they were either burned or trampled to death. Pausing a mo- 
ment in the narration, he overheard the sound of a familiar 
voice in an adjoining room, and springing to his feet, he rushed 
through the door: 

"My dear wife!" 

" O, my husband !" 
were the ejaculations that reached the ears of those within hear- 
ing. The wife was there accompanied by the children, and was 
relating to some acquamtances the ckcumstances attending the 
loss of her husband and aJl then: property. She was about to 
apply for the rehef of absolute necessities in the way of food and 
raiment, when she was interrupted by the entrance of her com- 
panion alive andweU. They were at once cksped in each other's 
anns, and stood there silent, overcome, in an eloquence of joy 
that could find no expression in words. The cbildren-^there 
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were three — laughed, cried and shouted, and at last the oldest, a 
fine boy of twelve, gave vent to his feeUnga in words that have 
since become historic : "Bully for father ! the fire could'nt bum 
him /" An expression, at once so vigorous and original, broke 
the spell, and everybody returned to the realities of the occasion. 
The family were all there ; they had saved enough to insure com- 
fort; and the benevolent German who gave refuge to the wife 
and children in his poor cottage dm-ing the hour of peril, and di- 
vided with them his frugal loaf, now rejoices in the additipn of a 
$1,000 gorenunent bond to his worldly possessions. 

A BXIRPBISE. 

A Chicago matron, on a visit to some friends in Massachusetts, 

addressed several telegraphic messages to her husband during 
the three or four days succeeding the fire, and received no reply. 
She telegraphed to acquaintances with the same result. Con- 
cluding her family had met vrith disaster, perhaps deatli, she re- 
solved to return and ascertain the facts. The husband had at- 
tempted to send a message to his wife, but could not get it 
through. There were no mails even, and he therefore took a 
train, for the purpose of assuring her of the safety of himself 
and family by his personal presence, on Wednesday of the ter- 
rible week of darkness. The wife started a day later. Eeaeh- 
ing Albany she was partaking of a lunch iu the railroad restaur- 
ant when some one tapped her on the shoulder and inquired, 
"What are you doing here?" She turned and beheld her hus- 
band; and her ^oomy forebodings gave place to rejoicing. They 
returned to Chicago with all speed, to assist, relieve and encour- 
age their less fortunate neighbors. 

It was the afternoon of that dreadful Monday, that Chicago 
people can never think of without a shudder. The ladies of our 
block had sat out on their stone steps since two o'clock of the 
previous morning, with black faces, uncombed hair, and red, 
bleared eyes, gazing with hearts of lead at the roaring, rushing 
fire-fiend that was devourii^ the homes of our friends on the 
North Side. There was no water, the Mayor had ordered ns to 
have no fires. One enei^etic Yankee lady proposed sending six 
miles to an artesian well to get water to go on with her house 
cleaning, for, she said, " she would have to pay the ■ 
had hired any way." 
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FUEL TO THE FLAME. 
Thousands of children were ruuning in every direction, scream- 
ing, crying, and beseeching the people they met to find their 
parents or friends ; many were in their night dresses, with bare 
feet, scratched, burned and bleedmg, heads uncovered, and long 
hair streaming in tie wind. A gentleman reports that he saw 
one Kttle girl whose great wealth of loose golden hair had 
caught firo, and she was running and screaming in sore affright. 
As she passed the place where he stood, some thoughtless per- 
son threw a glass of whisky upon her, with the evident inten- 
sion of quenching the flame. It of course had the contrary ef- 
fect, and flared up at once, covering her from head to foot with a 
blue blaze. She was burned to death ahnost on the instant 



^ Several people were severely injured, and some tiUed out- 
right, during their flight through the streets, by the bricks, 
stones, cornices, etc., from the faUing buildings. One man, carry- 
ing a child in his arms, and leading another by the hand, was 
struck on the head by a stone, which crushed his skuU, and 
scattered his brains over the Httle ones. The horrified mother 
uttered a heart-rending shriek, gave one look of unutterable an- 
guish at her dead companion, then seized the children and hur- 
ried away. 

A newspaper reporter writes that ho saw a woman kneeling 
in the street, with a crucifix held up before her, and the skirt of 
her dress burning while she prayed. She appeared to be utterly 
absorbed in her devotions, and regardless of danger. While the 
reporter was looking at her, a run-away team attached to a truck 
dashed her to the ground, and she was left torn and mangled. 

A gi-eat many occupants of tenement-houses were burned to 
death. They are a class of people that are helpless in a panic, 
and proved to be no exception on that terrible Sunday night! 
One woman in a tenement-house on Wells street was awakened 
by the heat and smoke, and ran to a wmdow for air, but either 
fainted or was smothered, and fell across the window-siH, where 
she lay, and was burned ivith the building. 

On the battlements of one of the high blocks in Randolph 
street a man was seen standing and wildly gesticulating, with 
the terrible flames raging and roaring through aU the apart- 
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ments beneath, and escape entirely cut off. AH who saw hiin 
knew that he was doomed to a terrible death, for rescue was out 
of the question. Still he gesticulated, pointed in various direc- 
tions, and was evidently trying to make the people understand 
some plan of relief that he thought feasible, but his voice was 
drowned in the tremenfloua roar of wind and flame, and no one 
moved to attempt what everybody knew would prove utterly re- 
sultless for good. At lengUi the great walls became unsteady, 
swerved for a moment in mid air, and then came down with a 
crash and weight that shook the very ground, and the life of him 
who a moment before had stood there imploring help was 
crashed out in the glowing furnace of destruction. 

A similar incident is reported of two men on the top of Ar- 
mour's block, who found themselves completely environed by 
the flames. They tested the full strength of their lungs in use- 
less shouts, threw up their hands, pointed hither and thither, ran 
to and fro, and finally seemed intent on plunging headlong to the 
pavement. It was impossible to reach them, but at length they 
stood on the parapet at the back part of the building, whence 
the Toof of an adjoining structure, some thii'ty feet belo^ 
seemed to offer means of escape. The flames were eagerly 
pressing upon them, giving but little time for consideration, and 
so, hand in hand, they jumped. It was a fearful leap and badly 
calculated. They came down with a terrible crash, were badly 
bruised, and lay senseless and bleeding until rescued by their 
friends. 

A gentlemen, rushing past a drag store at the top of his speed, 
was suddenly overwhehned by the explosion of some combustible 
stuff, and deluged with liquid flame. Death was instantaneous. 

BEREAVEMENT IN HUMBLE IIEE. 
A number of Irish famiHes took refuge beneath the sheds of a 
brick-yard. They had saved nothing, not even a quilt. Not a 
cent of money to buy even a roll, even had there been a roll to 
buy. One poor woman, who, with her youi^ daughter, was sit- 
ting disconsolate, their backs against a pile of bricks, alone seemed 
disposed to communicate her bereavements. The girl's hands 
were burnt and blackened, and the mother had wrapped them in 
some dirty rags she picked up in the street, and there the poor 
creatures sat in drear desolation, although surrounded by fifty 



HD,redbyGOOgle 



128 THROUGH THE FLAMES AHD BEYOND, 

persona similarly situated. The motJier's eyea were red and 
swollen from heat and smote, yet, in the face of all their woe, 
she answered cheerfully when addressed. Their great calamity 
waa the loss of the husband and father. "Patrick and meself," 
said she ; " beat off the flames as long as we could, and poor Mary 
here, she worked as hard as any of us ; but it was of no use. So 
true aa I tell yoo, the flames came upon us quicker than a railroad 
train, and meself and Mary started out Division street, and Pat- 
rick, poor man, went into the house to get a few dollars he had 
saved from working on the docks, and, and— I never saw him any 
more. Oh, dear, oh, oh !" And as the full measure of their griefs 
burst with full force upon their hearts, they fell to sobbing and 
bemoaning their loss. 

A MntACULOUS ESCAPE. 

" Clear the way there, below 1" shouted a gentlemen from a 
fourth story window of a large building in State street. The 
crowd opened right and left, and stood with bated breath await- 
ing the catastrophe, 

" He dare not jump," said one. 

" If he does he's a dead man," remarked another. 

" I am coming !" shouted the individual aloft. 

And then, swift as an arrow, people saw a dark object shoot 
do-(\-nwards through the sparks and smoke and flashes of light, 
down to the earth. The dull thud of the concussion was imme- 
diately followed by the exclamation: — 

" An right!" 

And it was discovered that he had alighted in a lai^e pile of bed- 
ding, escaping without a bruise, and scarcely a momentary incon- 



THE LAST BOENE. 

The coroner's office and morgue were the saddest and most 
forbidding places in the city, two days after the fire. The roasted 
bodies of men, women, and children, unrecognized and unknown, 
were piled one upon the other, awaiting the visits of those who 
should claim them and perform the rites of Christian sepulchre. 
There were many visits of those whoae relatives were missing, 
and occasionally an expression of the beUef that one of the black- 
wied bodies might be that of a husband, father, wife, brother, 
sister, or dear friend, but the clues were very faint, generally im- 
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prob<able, and in nearly every case abandoned on closer investi- 
gation. More than two Imndi'ed of these bodies were unrecog- 
nized, and finely buried by tbe city ; and it is estimated that 
bones and other eyidences of human remains, representing at 
least four hundred and fifty persons, in addition to the two hun- 
di'ed, were found among the ruins. It is probably safe to estimate 
that not less than twelve hundred people lost their lives in the 
Chicago calamity, in one way or another, and it is known that 
the Hst of the missing over-runs this aggregate. TVIiere, in the 
whole history of human disaster, can we find a more agonizing 
record ? 

THE MORGUE. 

At the far end of the room was a partitioned s^jace lighted by 

dirty eobwebbed windows, and on the floor, arranged in rows, 

first all around three sides and then down the middle, wore the 

charred remains of seventy human beings. 

The first noticeable object in this dreadful company was the 
form of a Sister of some Roman CathoHc Order, completely 
shrouded in her brown habit with the cross and I. H. S. in white 
letters stitched on the bosom. The face was thickly veiled and 
even the feet carefully covered up. " She was smothered, but 
not burned," observed the grim master of ceremonies. 

The nest was the body of a young man partially clad in com- 
mon worldi^men's attire. The hah- was completely burned 
off his head and body ; the features were blackened and dis- 
;orted with pain ; the swollen lips were wide apart, disclosing 
gHstening teeth, and imparting a horrid grin, such only as 
agonizing death can stamp upon the face. The flesh was bloated 
to an astonishing size. The poor wretch was roasted alive. What 
the use now of giving utterance to the passing thought as these 
;wo corpses — the only two whose faces could be recognized — met 
i gaze ? Let it pass, 

Tliere was one charred form in the attitude of prayer — the 
form of a woman, but every feature of the face, every graceful 
line of the body was gone. The head was nothing but a black 
jninp ; the body a blackened, hideous shape. 

Some bodies of men could be distinguished by the remnants of 
clothing and boots, but nearly all traces of humanity were gone. 
Then there were remains of children and young people ; but they, 



HD,redbyGOOgle 



132 THROUGH THE FLAIIES AITO BEYOND, 

with the majority, were nothing more than mere blackened, char- 
red torsos. Those whose limbs or arms reraained, exhibited a 
supplicatory attitude, as if begging mercy of the destroyer. 

To this ghastly, hideoiis, and melancholy spectacle, were a^llmited 
in little pai-ties of foni'orfive at a time, those who had friends oi- 
relatives missing, but no language can descxibe the scenes of 
heart-rendering agony which tliese grim visits eUeited. 

A family of little children, led by an elder sister, comes, and 
after the fii-st sickening shock tries to distinguish her mother. 
A frantic wife, attended by a friend, comes in search of her imre- 
tnniing husband. Erotliers seek sisters lost, and sisters their 
brothers gone; but who can tell in that rmdistinguishable char- 
nsl, what home the hving being made happy. All personal iden- 
tification was gone with the obhterating fire, and nothing was left 
but ashes. But perhaps the bitter disappointment at not finding, 
or rather recognizing the lost one was worse than if there and then 
had ended the fearful search. Heart-bursting sobs, hysterical 
exclamations, and unutterable wailings, rent the air as the disap- 
pointed sad ones turned away from the sickening scene. 

But besides the bodies burned to a crisp, the impoverished mor- 
gue had otJier hoiTors to reveal. On the near side of the par- 
titioned space lay half a dozen tenanted coffins — ^pauper's cof- 
fins — of unpaintcd pine, mth the bodies laid in without any 
prepai'atory equipment for the grave, not even the common com- 
posure of the ai-ms and limbs, the closing of the eyes, and the 
washing of the features. In one the visitor was shown the 
corpse of the man shot through the head and hung to the lamp 
post — a di'cadful warning to incendiaries. In another lay the 
body of a man with a bayonet stab thi-or^h the body — ^by whom 
stabbed no one knew. In another was squeezed the body of a 
German tailor, well known in the neighborhood, who hatl lost his 
all by the fire, and acting upon the cowardly principle senti- 
mentally inculcated by Goethe in " The Sorrows of Wei-ther," 
committed suicide rather than bravely Kve out his allotted time. 
He had first opened a vein in his arm and then cut his throat 
from ear to ear with a razor. His hands, face and clothes were 
smeared with gore, and a more ghastly and sickening spectacle 
than that cofiln presented could hardly be found. There, shut 
it up forever and shut out the sight from our eyes — if we can, 
and leave the horrid place, never, never, to return. 
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A EETUOSrECT. 

MuEAT Halstead, Esq., tlie -well-kno-vvii and accomplished 
editor of the Cincinnati Commercial, visited our city in the last 
days of October, and wrote his impressions of " Oliicago three 
weeks after the fire." As the testimony of a close obseiTer of 
men, things and ruins, and of one who is wholly disinterested, 
his letter is of more than ordinary value, and is inserted here 
that we may avail ourselves of the most convenient opportunity 
of being seen as others see us : 

All speak of the appalling roar of the conflagration, fanned 
by a hurricane, and the tremendous power of the mass of flame 
before which the tall business houses withered and collapsed. 
The heat was so dreadful, and the force of the wind so great, that 
the servients of fire pierced walls Bke lightnii^. The sky was 
lui'id. The heavens seemed to be filled -with fiery billows, and 
an awful volume of densely black smoke rolled away with fright- 
ful rapidity and the majesty of a gigantic thunder cloud. " You 
have seen a -violent hail stonn," said one, " im^^ine the hail to 
be all fire and you have the shower of sparks.' The tempest 
beat upon the roofs far in advance of the torrent of flame. The 
air was filled with blazing sliingles, and boards several feet in 



length were whirled aloft and flung in advance, while i ^ 
of composition roofs made infernal fire brands, and hissed with 
fierce combustion as they flew. Before such a storm as this any 
city in the world would have perished, and if Cliicago had exten- 
ded forty miles in the du-ection of the wmd it would have been 
swept throughout. 

Every one has some strange experience to relate. The wife 
of one of the first citizens of Cliicago— a man of great wealth, 
and whose home was famed for a genial hospitaUty — ^was sepa- 
rated from her husband, and, with two small children, driven into 
the edge of the lake, and crouched shivering in the shallow- 
water for hours, when she ventured upon the land again, and 
walked six milea to the house of a friend. The daughter and 
only child of a prominent gentleman, who had one of _the_ hand- 
somest residences in Chicago, and was well able to enjoy it, was 
obliged to take her place, -with a basket on her arm, in a line of 
sufferers seekmg food, and there was recognized by a ruffian and 
thrust out of the line with an oath and exclamation of joy that 
she was " on the same level with the rest of us now." _ A resolute 
busmess man, believing, for an lioui- or two before his store was 
swept away, that the fire was uucontrollable, succeeded in remov- 
ing a quantity of valuable goods to the lake shore. Wlien the 
fiery hail descended there, he found a tub, which he placed on 
his 'head, and remained bnisiimg the embers from alot of goods, 
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ami wetting them; and, when the danger was over, ho hnd the 
satisfaction of ascertaining that he had protected, with despe- 
rate energy, and at the risK of his hfe, the property of another. 
His pile unguarded was eonsumed. While tiie black smoke was 
still ascending, and the streets were yet hot, and the wind swept 
through the ruins, with the breath and dust of a Saliara sirocco, 
a business man made his way to the ruins of the Court-house, 
and there he declared he saw flying across the square a white 
owl. He is not an imaginative or superstitious person, but most 
literal and exact in his statements, but he confesses to have been 
slij,ditly disturbed to see an owl just then. It had an uncanny 
look, even to a prosaic person. The great bell of the city was 
in the Court-house, and the noise that it made in faJhng was 
heard through all the uproar by almost everybody. As the fire 
became in-esistible the great bell was sounded incessantly to 
warn all hearers of the peril that beset them. The clamor 
ceased as the fire took possession of the Court-house, and then 
the long reverberation of the bell as it tumbled crashing down 
the tower, and the great, dull, far resounding throb tliat it gave 
when it stnick the earth, seemed to the maddened fugitives, 
di-iven before the flames, something superhuman — a voice calling 
that all was lost. 

There is an exaggerated impression abroad about the annihi- 
lation of the buildings in the burnt district. It is not true, as 
some gi-aphic writ^ra have related, that the bricks were burnt to 
ashes and blown into the lake. I^ere are milHons upon miUions 
of brick that -vvill do very weU to go into the walls again. It is 
stated tliat where they were exposed to the greatest heat they 
shrank and lost weight, and that sometimes the corners cmmble 
fi'om them easily. I do not know how tliat is, as I did not see 
any of them weighed or crumble. Then there are ruins tliat are 
inexpressibly picturesque. Some of the stone-fronts standing 
blasted and scathed by the flames, have the appeai-ance of ex- 
treme antiquity. Bayard Taylor said of one of these scan-ed 
fronts, "It looks lilie the marble of Grecian temples two thou- 
sand yearsold." The stone roasted to Mme, and beaten by the 
rain,_ had_ in three weeks acquired an imposing venerableness, 
and in this, the newest of the great cities, there seemed to appear .- 
the an^st imprint of the ages. The churches, which, with the 
breweries, are conspicuous by the towering fragments that attest 
their former safety propoi-tions, present the most startling ef- 
fects. Many of the Chicago churches were very beautiful, and 
in ruins several of them are so remarkable that it is a pity not to 
preserve them, as they are the most impressive memorials of a 
memorable event. The roofs are utterly gone, the walls broken, 
the steeples shattered, upholding tottering pinacles ; the great 
arches through which the congregations wallted, shivered in part 
and fallen ip massive fi-agments upon the stately steps, yet spaa- 
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i)ii)g graudly the space between double towers. There is one 
tliat L5 a striking suggestion of Meh-ose Abbey—seen througli 
tiie dust, or the mist, or in the moonKght— it has a weird look, 
and it seems that only the associations of centuries would be 
appropriate. One misses though, the clinging_ ivy and the groups 
of tombs of the Knights and 3iings of the chivalric ages. _ Sonie 
tall ai'ehes cling together, strangely upheld to a great height in 
the center of the business quarter, and suggest a section of the 
Colosseum. The completest destruction is where there was the 
most use made of ii-on in building. Keld & Leiter's immense 
diy goods house, supported all around on iron columns, is ut- 
terly gone into the cellar, where there is a large display of the 
massive ii-on-work, in which there was so much confidence be- 
fore the hour of trial proved its frailty. 

The l)uskies3 men burned out have signs on the sights of their 
old establishments, teUiug where they are to be seen. There 
are thousands of these, and they would be more usefulif it were 
not almost impossible for pereons not intimately acquainted with 
the city as it was, to find the old places. There is an astound- 
ing bewildei-ment. A fiiend told me he had more than onee 
passed the mins of his own residence without knowing it. On 
the West Side, and the South, piivate residences are appropri- 
ated for business purposes, and it is a reminder of peculiar times 
to see bank and real estate and insurance office signs, painted in 
black on a rough board, and nailed at a parlor wmdow, I 
noticed the name of 0. H. McCormick, the millionaire manufac- 
turer of reapers, on a board, sticking from the second stoi-y win- 
dow of a modest house ; and a stake, driven into a pile of bricks 
near the com-t-house, supports a sign that tells where he can be 
found. On Lake Park there are some hundreds of frames already 
up, and eai-penters are within hammering away at rough coun- 
ters and shelving, and the merchant princes of other days have 
then- firm names already well displayed, by the aid of marking 
brashes, over their doors. It would look curious to see the 
names of our most flourishing Fourth and Pearl street merchants, 
on shanties of fresh boards on the landing, and in Washington 
and Lineohi Parks, but such instances of observation are com- , 
mon-place in Chicago. 

The Chicago men of afi'airs are full of courage. They meet 
each other with uphfted faces and talk resolutely of " beginning 
again ;" of then ftbihty to " do it over again and more too ;" of 
their determination to have " fire-proof houses next time " beyond 
doubt They are against stone veneering and h'on pillars and 
braces, and have confidence in honest brick work. They will 
not buUd so loftily, and will make room for heavy walls. The 
Cliieago of the future will be a city of bricks, and more sober in 
character, as well as substantial in constmetion, than the city of 
tlie past. 
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The faces amoug Chicago men that were ImoTVU to me were 
strongly marked ivith tlie eicitenients and fatigues tlirongh ivhich 
they haye passed. Amid tlie ruins, looliing at the Laborers re- 
moving Uie debns, were sad faces, and some of those who wear 
brave countenances before the pnbUc, and even jest at their own 
misfortunes, ai-e badly hurl indeed : and resolute as they may be, 
n lU never " do it again," though they take up the hai-d, long task, 
ever so hopefully The catastrople represented in the vast 
sweep of rums grows as it is understood, and many a brave Ufe 
Mill go out in the work of restoration. 

While three-fourths of the business houses of the city were 
dcstiOT-ed, bill one-fourth of the city, estimated by the number 
01 mliabitants on the ground, was burned. In the streets of the 
Hest bide, especially, there is a conoentralion of busmess that 
makes an mimense stir. Throngs of hurried, anxious men are 
on the sidewalks, and omnibuses, drays and wagons crowd the 
streets. The bndgos are inadequate. Whenever one of them is 
swung aside to admit the passage of a vessel, there is » proces- 
sion foimed on each side, of those m hot haste, and the confu- 
sion IS (lire Tlie tunnels ring with rapid hoots mcessautly. 
Ihe manitestations of tlie excellent and unbroken vitaHly of the 
« ^i ", ,,",' "iS ™1»f»"l"'l>le faith of her people in a (iilure 
that sha 1 be hUed with n splendor surpassing the past, are plain 
on all sides. o i , i^ 

TAKES BY SUEPIilSE. 
A boarder at tlie llallory House, on the west side, who had 
watched through the night of Saturday with a sick fiiend, and 
therefore slept soundly, was rudely awakened at about 4 o'clock 
Monday morning by a heavy rumbling sound, and shaking of 
the house, that induced apprehensions in his mind of an earth- 
quake. Openmg his eyes, he found Iiis room alight with a red 
glare that startled him from the bed, and he rushed to a whidow. 
He was spell-bound by the hideous night-mare of destruction, 
and gazed upon it as upon the head of Medusa. Another crash- 
ing detonation recalled hhn to the reahties of the occasion, and, 
hastily dressmg, he descended to the offlce, then filled with' anx- 
ious, unhoused citizens, made his way to tlie desk and interroga- 
ted the clerk. The reply that Chicago was "two-thirds burnt 
and no hope for the balance," smote him hke a blow from a ra- 
pier, for theout look at that moment appeared to confirm the 
report, and to reproach him with the gross lapse of duty of hav- 
mg slept thl-ough all those long, ten-ible horn's, that threathened 
the existence of the great city. But now— the resolve was strong 



H„i,db,Google 



CHICAGO AS IT WAS AND A3 IT 19. 137 

and instantaneous— lie would do evcrytliiug in bis power to atone 
for the dereliction. 

He describes Ids feelings at the momont as " reckless," involv- 
ing a total disi'egard of personal safety, and a full determination 
to assist in saving life and property, wherever opportunity might 
present, without regard to consequences to himself. He made 
his way across Randolph street bridge, to the South Side, just 
as the flames had reached their sublimest altitude in Wabash 
and Michigan Avenues, and supposing his services might be 
made available in that locality, he was soon on the ground. The 
scene was of the wildest confusion. From stately mansions peo- 
ple were flying with the estremest alarm — from some, goods and 
furniture were issuing in great parcels, as they were thrown from 
doors and windows, pell-mell into the streets, where many caught 
fii-e almost as soon as landed, and were consumed, — from some, 
the valuables were loaded into vehicles and driven rapidly away. 
Our friend ran into a house, apparently deserted and already 
blazing on one side, in the hope that he might still save a por- 
tion of its contents. The smoke within was thick and strangling, 
but he pushed forward. Entering a sitting room, he was greeted 
with the sullen growl of a dog, and was about to retreat, when 
he descried a woman sitting near the grate, from which a slight 
blaze flickered, fast asleep in her chair. He shouted at the top 
of his voice, 

" Walce up ! wake up ! Your house is burning, and you must 
get out quick to save your life." 

" Has the fire really turned this waj' ? Where is my husband? 
Where are the servants ?" 

" Is your husband in the house ?" 

" He went to the fire about midnight" — ■ 

"And hasn't returned, of course. I will assist you and then 
look for the servants ; but there is not a moment to spare." 

To his great surprise she took a young baby from a cradle 
standing near, and began leisurely to dress it. 

" This won't do at all," said he. " Take the child's clothing 
on your arm, and dress it when you reach a place of safety. You 
must go now." 

The falling timbers and a great puff of black smoke through 
the cai-pet beneath their feet, gavo emphasis to his words, and 
the woman seized the child and some articles of apparel and 
hastened to the street. 
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He tlieD, accompanied by the dog, ivho appeared to eompre- 
liend the exigencies of the occasion, ran to the upper stories of 
the house and examined all the rooms, but found no one. See- 
ing several articles of value, he concluded to save those which 
he thought the family would prize most, and gathering as many 
as he could can-y, descended tlio staks with the flames playing 
around him fi'om the burning haU. 

Just as he reached the pavement once more, a well-dressed 
gentleman (?) ran up and accosted him : 
'■ What are you doing, sir ?" 

" Trying to save something fi'om tlois burning house." 
" Tryiug to steal sometliing, would be nearer the truth. That 
is my house, sir. Hand me the articles." 

" Come with me to your wife, and she will acquit me of any 
unworthy design. Had I not entered your house, the chances 
are that she would not be ahve at this moment." 

" Hum ! WeU, let me place these things where they will be 
safe, and then we'll see what madam has to say." 

He took tliem and disappeared around a corner. Our friend 
waited, ten, fifteen, twenty minutes, and then went to sect the 
lady. He walked nearly three squares, and found her seated 
upoa a trunk in the street, with a gentleman attending her. 

" Tour servants had all left the house. I examined every 
room, and did not find a fiving soul; but there were some arti- 
cles of value which I brought away, and, meeting your husband 
afc the door, delivered them into his hands," 

"My husband? Why, this is my husband! He has just 
found me." 

And the other was a confidence man, plying his wondei-ful vo- 
cation. The trick was evident enoi^h, but the real husband was 
too thankful for the safety of wife and child to regret the loss of 
anything else, and he expressed gratitude in no measui'ed terms. 
There was no time for ceremony, certauily, with those who 
wished to save life or substance, and our friend was encouraged 
by the success of the first exploit to continue his exertions. It 
was quite daylight, but the heavy smoke hanging over city and 
lake filled all the atmosphere with a gloomy haze that proved ex- 
tremely disph'iting, especially iu combination with the desola- 
tion everywhere apparent ; but he aroused his energies and re- 
turned to the burning houses. A building from which the fire 
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issued ill gi-eat wreaths was attracting the attention of quite a 
crowd of men, wlio were gazing upon it as if in momentary ex- 
pectation of something to which they attached iiuusual interest. 
He made inquiries, and learned that a man was seen rnsliing in 
at tlie door but a few moments previous, and they were iooliiiig 
for his return. 

" Perliaps he has smothered." 

" He's a dead man if he stays two minutes longer." 

"Probably dead already." 

" Who'll go with me and find him ?" asked our hero. 

" 1 will," replied a little fellow, a mere boy, aud, as subsequently 
ascertained, a boot-black. 

" Wei!, take one of these," (suiting the action to the word by 
seizing two heavy blankets from a pile of "plunder" near by, in 
one of which he envelojjed himself, and told tho httle feUow to 
do the same), " and now come ou." 

The crowd expostulated, but they did not wait for words. In- 
side the building they found it much worse than anticipated, 
the first floor buiTied tlu'ough iu several places, and the smoke 
thick and blinduig, rendering their progress extremely danger- 
ous. 

" We must move qniekly if we would do any good and escape 
with life. Pollow me and jump ;" and our hero, exerting all his 
strength, made a tremendous leap through the fire, but the dis- 
tance was miscalculated, for he ahghted upon a section of the 
charred floor, which gave way like so much paper, and he was 
precipitated to the cellar beneath, and into a laigc cistern filled 
witli water. Disengaging himself from the blanket, he managed 
to get out and drag it after him, but only to find that he was en- 
vhoued by fire on eveiy side, as weU as overhead ! Fire every- 
where ! His companion either did not follow or had met with 
better luck in going " through the flames and beyond," for he was 
alone, and oppressed by the most teriible lonehness he ever ex- 
perienced. The roar of the flames was terrific, and soon the 
walls of the building must fall and bury him in the gi'eat tomb 
of the conflagration. He could see no help for it. 

He was kept busy in efforts to avoid tho falling embers, and 
retreated before the advancing flames to another cellar, and still 
to another, when he came to a door that was securely barred on 
the opposite side. It resisted all his efforts to open it, and he 
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foniid himself completely hemmed in by the fire behind, which 
T\-as foUowing Mm certamly to his death. There is a gi-eat rum- 
bhiig, a crash, and the ground shakes with the concussion of the 
faUiug -walls. Within ten feet of where he stands, there is a fear- 
ful pile of smokmg brick, from which the heat is so hitcnse as to 
scorch his damp clothmg, and the atmosphere is impregnated 
with a gas that chokes his lungs and checks respiration. An- 
other rumbhng and a ten-ific crash right over his head. He looks 
up for his doom, and finds a strongly vaidted arch overhead, 
which resists the concussion— but to what purpose for him? Bet- 
ter be ci-ushed at once than suffer the lingering death of slow 
combustion. The tliird crash, and the most fearful, follows 
quickly— tlie barred door flies from its hinges— and beyond he 
sees a basement kitchen abnost untouched by the flames, and 
quite open to his egress, for the rear wall has fallen outward. 
The flames are playing wOdly through the back yai-d, consiun- 
mg fences and outbuildings, and the prospect is still poor for Ms 
escape. He espies two coal scuttles in the room, one nearly 
filled -nith ashes. Scarcely knowing what he did, he emptied a 
portion of the ashes mto the other scutUe, and placing an ai-m 
througli the handles, made his way to the yard. Here the 
ground was thickly strewn with the glowing bricks and flaming 
embers, orer which he must pass, or perish. Wrapping the still 
wet bhinket closely about him, he placed a foot m each of the 
scuttles among the ashes, seizing the handles, and thus uniquely 
shod, commenced his tiresome journey through the rains. 

This journey, as related to us, involves a longer story, m all 
its details, than we can find space for, although of absorbing m- 
terest. He did not readily find his way out of the place of dan- 
ger, for obstacles intervened on every side in the shape of bui-n- 
ing debiis. Where he found openings that seemed to promise 
relief they led to gi'eater dangers beyond, and finally the awk- 
wai-d mode of locomotion, the stooping and constrained posi- 
tion, the terrible heat and previous fatigue and excitement, over- 
came him so much that he gave up m despau-, and determined to 
await the issue without further eflort t« save hhnself. Biinging 
the scuttles close together m an open space, he managed to re- 
chne upon them in a half sitting posture, and was obtaining a 
httle rest in this way when by some means the blanket around 
him caught fii-e, and was so for under way when discovered that he 
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was obliged to cast it from him. Then the Iieat affected him ter- 
ribly, and he made another effort for release. "Walls were fall- 
ing in everj' direction, and now, scarcely a hundred feet from his 
position, lie saw one coming to the ground about which there 
■was little indication of heat. Thither he made his way, and, 
after reconnoitering the situation, concluded to risk a rmi to the 
street without the aid of the scuttles. But he repented it bitterly 
before the street was gainetl. The bricks were still very hot, and 
not only burnt his boots to a crisp, but burnt his stockmgs com- 
pletely off, and then took the skin as clean from the flesh as it 
could be done by the most scientific flaying ! As he reached the 
street he fell f<iinting upon the pavement, but was promptly re- 
moved to a hospital, where for several weeks he was tenderly 
nui'sed by kind friends, with the plucky httle boot-black as a con- 
stant attendant. As wo conclude the notes of this incident, he 
stands at our side, leaning upon his crutches, a cripple for Ufe. 

ADTESTUEE OF A YOCSG ESGLISHMAN AND HIS EOOM-MATE — A 
TIMELY EEyCUE, 

[We have made some slight verbal changes in the foUowikg 
naiTative, but none to affect the facts therein detailed]. 

I went to my room early on Sunday evening, for I was very 
tu'ed and sleepy, havmg helped the firemen on Saturday night 
John Wilson, a Scotchman, had also been at the scene of the 
previous night's conflagration, and, being room-mates, we retired 
about the same time to our room on North-Wells street. 

About nine o'clock I was aroused by the fire-bells, John 
leaped out of bed to look at his card, and said that the alarm 
was from DeKoven and Clinton sti'eets. We both agi'eed it was 
too far to go, particularly as we were quite "played out" with 
fatigue, and we droped asleep very soon ; John, indeed, was 
snoring five minutes later, and there was this peculiarity about 
John, that when he was once sound asleep, you might fire off a 
cannon close to his ear without awaking him. 

Sometimes when we sleep external sounds affect us but httle 
if we are very tired, and seem to melt into and become a pai't of 
our di'eams, so that we cannot tell whether noises within or 
without the bed-chamber are real, or whether they are only dream 
sounds. I had not been asleep very long when I began to dream 
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about the last uight'a fire, and I can remember every particular 
of my di-eam as diatinctiy as the terrible reality that followed 
it. It seemed to me that the fire-bells kept ringing, linging, im- 
ceasingly ; but although I fancied tlie fire was in the same place, 
the bells did not strike 248, which was the box from which the 
alarm was sounded on Saturday night. Then I began to reason 
in a strange drowsy way, as to what the cause might be, and 
soon " a change came over the spirit of my dream," and I began 
to think about the old country, and old times, and the vision of 
fire melted into one of green fields and sunny villages in far off 
England. 

But the bells in my dream were no fancy. The second alarm 
had rung, and it was not from box 248, yet the fire had swept at 
least a fifth paa-t of the city before I woke to hear a tremendous 
clamor and rush as of a great mob in the streets, and to see 
the flames leaping and roaring a full hundi-ed feet over the fine 
buildings across the street. 

I called John, but lie did not stir. I had to dash water in his 
face before I could arouse him. "When he did awake he mshed 
to the window, looked out upon the awful fire beforejiim, and 
puUed his clothes on with such haste that he was ready for fiight 
and had thrown our most valuable clothes into a valise, before 
I was half dressed. 

We were in much greater danger than either of us had imag- 
ined. The instant we opened the door, the room was filled with 
a thick chokusg smoke and we knew that the back part of the 
house was on fire. There was but little escape in that direction, 
at least without being seriously burned, and John shut the door 
again, remarking that as we were only two stories from the 
ground wo could more easily escape by the wmdow. 

We seized the bed-clothes, and tore them up into strips, but 
while we were so occupied the heat became sufi'ocating; the 
plaster cracked and dropped from the ceiling, and we knew that 
in five minutes everything in the room would be reduced to 
ashes— so you may be sure we worked pretty desperately. Just 
as John had dragged the heavy bed to the window and fastened 
the end of our blanket rope to it, I heard a crash of broken 
glass, and looking out perceived that the window hnmediately 
beneath us had yielded to the heat and a thick smoke with clouds 
of sparks was pouring through the broken panes. "You get 
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clown first. Jack," saiil my frieiul, tlu'owiiig the rope out, "I can 
jump better than you if the rope takes fire." I sUtl down pretty 
quick, and landed safe upon the Hags below, althoiigh the rope 
was at least eight feet too short. John threw out the valise and 
was beginning to let himself down, when the flames leabed 
through the window below and the rope was in flames. I was 
never so frightened, perhaps, as at that minute, but John saw 
what had happened, and let go the burning blanket strips at once. 
He had to di-op more than twenty feet, but he fell upon his feet 
on tiie pavement without other injury than a few bruises. But 
fie shock made bim stagger and fall over the edge of the " 
curbing. 

This was all the work of about seven or eight minutes, but in 
that short space, the fire had made terrible progress. There 
were gi-eat arches of fire stretching across the street beyond 
Michigan street, only a square and a half from us, and near 
Water street. At that distance, however, one could only eatch a 
glimpse of a building at intervals, so wholly enveloped were thoy 
in sheets of fii'e. It was nevertheless a spectacles so grandly, 
awfully beautiful, that could one but look upon it in safety, he could 
gaze for weeks at the sight. The whole street where we stood was 
lighted up with a bright glow, which faded into a deep red, almost 
blood-red, towards Chestnut street, where the flying crowds stood 
look back xipon the fire, and the sea of human faces looked to 
gastly in that colored glare. Towards the river tlie glow bright- 
ened into white heat, like that of iron in a furnace and when 
the veil of flame parted ; for an instant the walls beyond looked 
like the brightest gold. Ked cinders were flying like red-hot 
shot carried by a fierce wind, hot with the breath of the fire that 
almost carried us off our legs upon turning a corner, and which 
even blew several trees down. 

Neilsou and I made our way to Chict^o Avenue, and turned 
down to Lasalle street. The flames had spread almost as far 
and as fast as we had walked. The crowd surged about, pushing, 
shoving, cursing, shouting, shrieking. John's valise gave him no 
end of trouble, and taught me to pity those who were carrying 
larger bundles. At last, completely tired out, he laid it on a 
doorstep and paused to wipe the sweat from his forehead. At 
that inataut a hand crept round from behind, and the valise dis- 
appeared amid the crowd " in less than no time." John rushed 
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frantically into the struggling mob shouting, " stop thief !" and 
swearmg "Lowlaaid" oaths without numher, but neither of us ever 
beheld the valise f^aiu, iior did we ever know who had absconded 
with it. 

We were suddenly startled by a piercing cry for help. In a 
window of the upper story of a lofty building which the flames 
were rapidly devoiuiug, the figure of a girl appeared, extending 
her arms to the crowd for aid. Several of us stood beneath the 
window in a moment. One man in his excitement shouted to lier 
to Jump, and a fireman struck him on the mouth. " Do you 
want her to kill herself, you wild fool ? Clear out and keep 
your infernal mouth shut. Hold on, my girl," lie cried, " we'll 
have a ladder here in a moment," and ho dashed through the 
crowd to fetch one. 

But the heat grew terrible around us, like that of an iron fur- 
nace, and we felt that before the ladder could be procured the 
upper story must fall in. One of the men shouted : "Have you 
got a blanket up there? Throw it down." She seemed stupe- 
fied with fear at first, but after a few seconds in answer to our 
shout of "a blanket, a blanket, a quilt ! a carpet! anything!" 
Throw it down — we'll catch you !" — she disappeared in the inte- 
rior of the room, as if to fetch it. Clouds of thick smoke com- 
menced to poui' from tlie window, fii'st black, then mingled with 
spai-ks, then tinged with a glow of red, which told us that the 
fii'e had burst into the chamber. For a minute we thought all 
was over with the unfortunate girl, but she reappeared witli a 
large bundle of something dark, and threw it to us. It proved 
to be a heavy carpet, the tacks still clinging to its biudiug, prov- 
ing she must have just torn it from the floor. A dozen strong 
pair of arms extended it immediately, but the cinders and sparks 
were falling so thickly that it began to smoulder and bum in oui' 
very hands. " Jump, my lassie, jump at once," shouted Neilson, 
"Don't be afraid, we'U catch you." She caught hold of the 
window-frame and had got one foot upon the wiudow-sUl when a 
piece of the stone capuig above, spHt by the terrible heat, fell 
and struck her upon the forehead before she could spring 
about the same moment tho ceihng of the room fell in, and the 
fire rushed in sohd sheets from the window. Luckily, upon 
being stimned by the blow, she fell forward instead of backward, 
for in the latter case, nothing could have saved her. We were 
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well braced to receive the shock, and she fell into the carpet. 
Had we been better prepared, we should have counteracted the 
whole force of the shock by giving the carpet a strong pull at 
the ])roper moment, as we used to do in our school-days, when 
we amused ourselves with the rough game of blanket-tossing. 
As it was, however, the shock of a body falUng between forty 
and fifty feet, staggered most of us, and those nearest the aide- 
walk fell pell-mell one over the other, under the hail of fire. We 
who stood nearest the wall held the young woman up, however, 
and John, who was as brawny a Scot as any in tlie Queen's 
heavy cavalry, raised her in his arms like a child and insisted 
on carrying her to a place of safety, although several others vol- 
unteered their services for the same purpose. Just then the fire- 
man returned breathless, with two of his associates, carrying a 
ladder. 

" By Jove (he used a stronger phrase, however,) they have licr 
there. Did she jump ? Damn it, they had carried the ladder 
two or three blocks down Pearson street before I could get it. 
Wliat! Not dead after such a jump as that! Oh, I see, the 
cai-pet I eh ? "Well, I feel better now, for by — " 

" Fall back for your lives ! Look out !" cried one of the men, 
whose keen eye had observed that the walls of the tall bitilding 
were swaying and trembling. In a moment we had rushed to 
the opposite side, and the upper portion of the great wall tottered 
and fell in a heap of glowing timbers and stone, which vomited 
a stoi-m of sparks, hot dust, and crimson cindei-a as it stmck the 
Kicolson. " Come on ! run boys ! we're in for it now," shouted 
John, as he led the way with his precious burden. He stumbled 
once or twice over fallen timbers, broken furniture, and other de- 
bris, but held up bravely, and we were soon at Huron street. 
Some notion of the rapidity witli which the flames traveled may 
be gathered from the fact, that by the time we had arrived at 
Elm street, the roofs of the houses at the South-west and North- 
east corners of Chestnut and Lasalle streets had caught the 
flame. 

We stopped to look at the rescued girl who had not yet come 
to consciousness. There was a deep cut on the forehead, a very 
pretty forehead it was, too, half concealed by the fair hair, which 
fell back in a bright shower over John's shoulder. But a stream 
of blood was staining the long tresses, and little drops were drip- 
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ping over John's coat. "The poor lassie!" 1ig cried, "Gooi^^e, 
lend me sometliing to bind up tLis ugly cut, the poor thing wiU 
bleed to death." I gave him the muffler I wore round my neck ; 
indeed, it was a plaid muffler which Neilson had given me him- 
self, and which now came in useful He bound up the wound 
in a barbarously clumsy manner — for John was little gentler 
than a bear in such matters — and we proceeded on our march, 
with the fire thundering behind us, and the crowd rushing before ' 
us. Then John had his pocket picked, but encumbered as he 
was, he could do notliing, and bore his loss philosophically. I 
felt a violent tug at my watch-chain, but it was found of very 
stroi^g hnks of silver, in imitation of a chain-cable, and resisted 
the strain. I turned upon the thief instantly with my revolver 
cocked, and he disappeared in the crowd at once. If it had not 
been that I feared to injure some one else, I should certainly 
have shot the villain that dared to ply his trade under sucli cir- 
cumstances. 

We did not get beyond the reach of the flying sparks until we 
had got as far as North avenue, and even there, the sparks fell 
nearly as thick as ever. John had an otter-skin cap on, which 
he had brought from Canada with him, and it caught fire from 
a falling spark. I snatched it off his head, and put out the tiny 
flame, but I could not get him to put it on again. 

The ghi recovered when we were traveluig towards Fullerton 
avenne, and struggled a httle in John's arms before she remem- 
bered what had happened. "Let me down," she said, very 
gently. " I can walk now," " No, no, my lass," answered John, 
" you must not walk for another week at least, keep still and don't 
tallr, I'll take care of you." I thuik she was quite reassured by 
the expression of John's rough good-humored face, blackened as 
it was with soot and smoke, for she laid her head on his shoul- 
der and remained as quiet as a sleeping child. 

Neilson swore that he was going to walk to his uncle Ma cPher- 
son's farm, which was at least ten miles off, that same night, and 
I insisted that he should do nothing of the kind, but rather 
come with me to a friend's house on the outskirts of the city, a 
little beyond Clayborne avenue. But John was as obstinate as 
most Scotchmen are, and I verily believe he would have carried 
his pretty, but heavy burthen, all the way to MacPherson'a, were 
it not that just then a whip-lash was laid gently across his 
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shoulders. He looked up with a frown, which speedily gave 
place to a broad grin, as he recognized Stephen Phillipson, an 
old English friend, who was guiding his buggy slowly through 
the crowd of fugitives. " Hallo, Neilson," he exclaimed, " you're 
Samaritanizing, are you ? Jump up here with your girl. I'll 
take care of you both. How are you George ? Burnt out I sup- 
pose. Sorry I have no room in my vehicle for you. Never 
mind, you just como out to my house as fast as you can walk, 
and I'll make you comfortable for a night or two, anyhow. By 
George ! this is awful, isn't it ? I was near being burnt up my- 
self. Came into the city to see a friend and I only just had 
time to get the harness on Billy before the stable was burnt 
up." 

And so the good natured Mark Tapley chatted on until we got 
clear of the crowd, when he touched up the horse, and drove, 
shouting, " we'll be waiting for you. Geoi^e, old boy, come on 
as quick as you can." 

Well, this is nearly all I can tell you about the fire, that you 
have not already heard in the papers. I have only to say that 
we are getting on as well as before the fire, nearly, only we have 
removed to St. Louis. But I am afraid I am going to lose my 
room-mate, for John has been making fierce love to Gertrade 
Petterson, (the name of his protege,) who turns out to be a Swed- 
ish girl from Stockholm. 

Yours Affectionately, 

George Bubkisshaw. 

P. S. — If you wish to publish this, as you hinted in your last, 
you must invent a " nam de plume." G. B. 

A YOUNG lady RELATES A EOMANTIC INCIDENT OP HER EXPERIENCE. 

Dear Kate: 
*** * •* ♦jf 

Mary and I heard the bells strike the alarm that night, but on 
referring to the card, wliich we always kept hanging over the 
mantel-piece in our bed-room, we found the fire was a full mile 
away, and we determined to stay indoors. It was then a little 
after 9 o'clock, and father had gone over the river to see a rela- 
tive. Mary opened the window of our room — which was on the 
third floor, you know— and exclaimed, " Oh Gussie ! it must be an 
awful fire, I can see the light quite plain from here!" I looked 
out and saw a great red light in the dfreetion of the fire, with 
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great yellow flames leaping up now aud then above the roofs of 
tlie houses. We Hked to go to fires, but the night was cold and 
stormy, and we thought that by the time we could reach the 
scene the fire would be well nigh extinguished. So in a httle 
while we went to bed. 

It was a very windy night, and the rattling of window frames, 
and banging of shutters, kept us awake until we heard the gen- 
eral alarm booming over the city. We were so tired and sleepy, 
having been at a ball the night before, that we did not even get 
up. Of course we never imagined that we were in the least dan- 
ger, although we could see that the light of the fire was grooving 
brighter through our windows, and I believe we were asleep in 
ten minutes from the time the fire bells had stopped ringing. 

It must have been between eleven and twelve o'clock, when 
we were awakened by a tremendous banging at our d<jor, and 
before we could get up to unfasten the locE, it was burst wido 
open, and in rushed father with his great coat on and a huga 
bundle under his arm. " Get up at once, girls," he cried, "if we 
are not out of the house in two minutes we shall all be burnt up," 
Just then I heard a curious crackling sound above our heads, 
the plaster began to break and fall from the ceiling, and the room 
filled with smoke. Outside we could hear a deep booming roar 
as of steady continuous thunder. We knew, immediately, that 
the house was on fire and there was no time to wait. And how 
terribly careless we girls are about our clothes, we could not lay 
our hands upon them at the moment, but we would not have had 
time to put tliAa. all on in any case, especially in tliat stifling 
smoke which was growing denser every minute. There was an 
old pah' of bi-otlier George's trousers, which I had been mending 
for him, hanging on a hook behind the door, and I pulled them 
on at once. I caught hold of the first articles in the way of foot- 
gear I could lay my hands on, and tlirew a water-proof cloak 
over my shoulders, which completed my traveling costume. 
Wary had only time to throw on a gown loosely, and snatch up 
a few clothes, when father suddenly seized us both by the arms, 
and almost flung us outside the door. Just as he had done so 
the crackling above our heads deepened into crashing roar, the 
ceiling fell in, and the whole room was blazing in an instant like 
a furnace. Father hurried us out the back way, through the 
alley, and we found brother George with the horse and wagon aU 
ready for us. The poor animal was terribly frightened, and 
prancing in terror, for the sparks were falHug on him in a perfect 
rain of fire, but he became quiet when father spoke to him, and 

fatted him, although he continued to tremble like an aspen leaf, 
did not find that I had two left shoes on till we were in the 
wagon. 

As we drove along at almost a gallop we had a plain view of 
he fire, and a more a^\-ful sight cannotbeimaghied, Tlie flames 
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seemed to touch the very sky, and some of them were of the 
strangest eolors — deep, rich crimson and azure; and on one 
occasion I remember seeing a jet oi greenish fire burst through 
the roof of a great building far to our left. The roar of the fire 
became so terrible that we could hear nothing else for a time, 
it seemed to fill one's brain, and we could hardly distinguish 
what each other said in the tumult of the Hadean hurricane. 

It was strange to see the rats fleeing through the burning 
streets and alleys, and dogs and cats rushing to and fro. Several 
stray cows were dashing about wildly in their rnadteror, and 
one of them knocked down and ran over a little ^rl right before 
us. Father jumped down and picked her up, George holding 
the reins meanwhile, and found the poor httle thing so bruised 
that she could not w^. We were pretty closely crowded in the 
little wagon, but I took her upon my lap. She had nothing on 
her but a thin night dress, and was severely bruised and cut. 
George took off his coat and wrapped it about her, and I hap- 
pened to have a handkerchief in the pocket of my cloak with 
which I bound up an ugly cut upon her poor little arm. 

The crowd seemed to be fuU of thieves, pickpockets, and 
roughs, of the worst description, who robbed, swore, and fought, 
even iu such a time of danger. Of course the police could do 
nothing except to club a rascal now and then, and I remember 
seeing one scoundrel snatch a rich fur cloak from a lady's 
shoulders and escape with hia booty. 

We stayed at cousin Phillip's house that night on West Ean- 
dolpli street. At one time, on Monday, we were afraid that the 
fire would spread even to our temporary refuge, but it came no 
nearer than Jefferson and Adams streets. Father and Geoi^e 
had been lucky enough to save some clothes, but we would have 
been rather at a loss for wearing apparel, had not cousin Philhp 
been able to lend us some for the time being. In a few da;^s, 
however, we received some from our sister Jane in St. Louis, 
and we soon expect to be comfortable again, as we are about to 
have a new house built very near the old residence. Our httle 
protege is with us still, and has quite recovered, 

HeartUy yours, GussiE. 

P. S — ,1 liave discarded the pants, although they were not so 
very bad after all. I can testify that they did excellent service 
whde I wore them, and, if in the course of time I ever see occa- 
sion to don them again, I shall at least know how the thing is 
done. 

EUNNINO THE GAUNTI.ET OP FLAME— INCIDENTS OP rERSOSAL EX- 
PERIENCE. 

I went to bed pretty early that Sunday, feeling unaccountably 
dull and tired — I had a couple of handsomely furnished cham- 
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bers in the quietest portion of Pranklin street, my bed-room 
being separated from this sitting-room by luige folding doors 
wliiuh I always closed at night. In tho sitting-room I always 
placed a mg near the door for Milo, a gigantic bloodliound of 
the purest breed, whom I bad purchased when a pup from a 
French planter in Martinique, and is the best and truest friend 
a man could possess, having saved my life ■ on more than one 
occasion. Milo scarcely ever barks or bays, he never makes 
too free by placing his paws on your slioulders and licking your 
face — he is what I might call a philosophically phlegmatic dog, 
never making a noise without good reason. 

My landlord had gone over the river with Jiis wife and daugh- 
ter to visit his brother who lived on the West-side. And thus 
with no company but IVIilo, I went to bed, Milo lying down as 
usual outside the door, 

I did not fall asleep for nearly an hour after getting into bed, 
but lay awake hstening to the moaning and shrieking of the 
wind about the tall chimney — its weird whistling througli chinks, 
keyholes, and the ghostly noise it made by sliaking the window- 
fi'ames and swinging the creaking shutters. I began to think of 
the strange theory that wind was in itself a living intelligent es- 
sence, and that there might be a vital principal controihng its 
movements far more subtle than oxygen or nitrogen. And as I 
Hstened to its strange whisperings and moanings, I fell into a 
doze, di'eaming that the wind had found a tongue and was talk- 
ing very strange things through the keyhole. Then I dreamed 
that Ethel (we were engaged) was sitting by the fire in the par- 
lor, with a little beU hi her hand, and a strange troubled look on 
her face. She called Milo, and tried to tie the bell about his neck 
with a black ribbon, and after much trouble she got it on. Then 
I thought that the boll began to ring, although Milo did not 
move, the sound being sweet and soft at first as though faintly 
distant— then to grow clearer, and deeper, and louder, swelhng 
in volume until the walls of tho liouso thrilled in unison with its 
thunder-vibrating tones. Then Milo looked up in Ethel's face 
as if wondering, and Ethel patted his neck with an anxious face, 
and then the tones of the bell seemed to change into rushing 

thunder, and I awoke with a short and strange sense of fear 

■which increased when I reaUy heard the deep sound of the fire 
bells, rolling out their deep sununons on the night air. I sat 
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iTp instantly, bewildered for the moment, and tlien I heard Milo 
give one long deep bay and throw himseH against the folding 
doors, I leaped up and opened them to find the room filled 
■with the lurid light of a vast conflagration several blocks awny 
Northward. Vast serpents of flames reared their quivering 
tongues upward as though to lick the stars, a fiery rain of crim- 
son sparks was being can-ied far over the surrounding buildings 
by the fierce wind which wrestled horribly with the pythons of 
fire that were enveloping the buildings before me in their glow- 
ing sinuous folds. The streets were filled with a hurrying, strug- 
gling, panic-stricken erowd, and above the muftled thunder of 
myriad feet, the cries-and exclamations of the fugitives, and the 
shrill sliiiek of the well-nigh useless fire-engines — above all 
boomed tlie roar of the advancing sea of flames, far more awful 
than the thunder of the Atlantic wave tempest upon the rocky 
shore. 

That there was not an instant to be lost I could see at once 
— building after building sinking in the fiery waves even as I 
looked on. Dressing myself with all possible haste and securing 
the few valuable trinkets that lay within reach. I stood up on 
the threshold and cast a lingering glance upon the richly fur- 
nished chambei-s which I had decorated in the style that Ger- 
man students love. To save even my portmanteau would be 
impossible — my library, furniture, clothes, pictures, silver- 
mounted hookahs, and meerschaums — what could I save ? I 
looked again at the towering, quivering wall of flame now only 
about five hundred yards distant, and taking the only article of 
value I had yet time to seize — a silver-mounted Smith & 
Wesson's revolver, rushed down the stairs and gained the street, 
Milo giving a deep rolUng bay of rehef. 

We were not an instant too soon. Scarcely had we advanced 
half a block when a vast tongue of fiame rose to an enormous 
height and then seemed suddenly to hurl itself forward like a 
stream of yellow lightning, piercing the brick walls of the house 
we had left as though it had been smitten by a thunder bolt 
In about five minutes, as near as I can calculate, the whole 
sti-ucture tottered and crumbled into the Gehenna of flame that 
surged around it. 

Of course, Ethel Summerfield was my first thought as I fled 
over tlie wooden pavements with the furious flamos in rapid 
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pursuit, and the wind showering a hail oE sparks upon me and 
Milo. Ethel surely must be out of danger, I thought, jet the 
memory of that dream filled me with a ghastly fear as I 
hurried toward the residence of the Summerfields, on Wabash 
avenue. I am not superstitious — in fact I am rather skepticaJ, 
but tlie strongest minds are liable to bo impressed by trivi»I 
ineidents at such times, and I felt unusually anxious. I have 
often thought since that there is some tnitli in the beautiful 
theory of magnetic sympathy, the strange odic telegraph of 
thought, by which the mind in trouble calls for aid to the dis- 
tant one it loves best. Thoughts Uke these flitted through my 
excited brain witli the rapidity of lightning as I rushed over tho 
smooth pavement, with Milo by my side. 

Everywiiere I beheld de»s6 crowds of fugitives rushing to- 
wards the lake with bundles, furniture piled upon little vehicles, 
mattrasses, valises, every species of household goods — while the 
sidewalks were frequently piled up with valuables, the owners of 
which had entertained the vain hope of being able to hire a 
vehicle in which to convey them away, and which they were 
finally compelled to abandon to the all-calcining flames which 
rapidly swept onward in a gigantic crescent, like an organized 
host of fiery spirits, while tlie white-faced moon looked down 
over all from a canopy of clouds crimson-fnnged in the light of 
the conflagi-ation, and seemed to marshal the towering spectres 
of flame. 

A few moments later I arrivedat "Wabash Avenue. The fire 
had not yet reached any of its splendid maible palaces, although 
its fiery serpent arms went quivering over tlie dark housetops 
of yet uninjured blocks which lay between me and that ocean of 
scorching flame, standing out in ebony-black relief against the 
blinding brightness. I almost fancied that tho griffin-tongued 
flames rose higher over the distant roofs and bent over the dark- 
ness as though to watch me with their awful glare. 

Had Ethel's father returned from Boston whither he had gone 
for a few days on some commercial business, or had she a bet- 
ter protector than a few Eer\'ants of questionable integrity, I 
should have felt less anxious as I stood beneath tlie gloomy 
marble portico, and rang the silver-toned door-bell as it had 
probably never been rung before. To my great rehef I heard a 
sound as of little feet pattering down the gi'eat staircase and tho 
next moment Ethel was in my arms. 
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" O, Geoi^e ! I Laye been so frightened at the great fire ; papa 
lias not eome back, and the servant's left the house two hours 
ago and have not returned." " My God ! did thej' not tell you, 
Ethel? Did jou not kaow the danger yea are in? In twenty 
minutes this house will be on fire. Is Mesty m the stable? " 

"Yes." 

Mesty (short for Mephistopheles) is the name of the splendid 
black horse who saved us that night. 

" Ethel, there is not an instant to spare. Eun up stairs at 
once and get whatever warm clothes you can lay hands on while 
I harness Mesty. Quick, and \i ait for meat the door. Good 
heavens !" I exclaimed, as a gtant tougue of fire sliot toward us 
from a distant building and seized upon a house but a few hun- 
dred yards away, "it will be a close race between life and death." 

Ethel was as brave and noble n little woman as man ever 
loved She did not become faint or dizzy, or ask useless ques- 
tions—although the news of her imminent danger, of which she 
had had but a faint suspicion, and must have been a voilent 
shock to any nerves — but darted off at once, while I rushed to 
tiie stable-door. The house being situated in that part of 
Wabash Avenue from whence we could not have obtained a 
good view of the terribly rapid advance of the fire in its earlier 
stages. Ethel's ignorance of her situation could be accounted 
for — especially as the servants had been to much occupied with 
their own safety when the news was brought to them by a 
fugative from Van Buren street, to attend properly to the rescue 
of their employer's daughter. I afterwards learned that they had 
gone to Ethel's room, and not 'finding her there, fled, without 
further search, calling on her to save herself at once, a summons 
which she never heard. Upon finding herself alone, she concluded 
that the servants had merely gone to look at the fire, whose real 
extent and fury site knew nothing of — certainly a strange pro- 
ceeding on their pai-t to leave the house unguarded — and would 
shortly return. 

I had to pass through an alley at the rear of the garden to 
reach the stable. The crimson sparks were falhng in vast 
showers, intermingled with fragments of blazing shingles, and 
timbers, borne towards me in a slanting, fiery rain, by the fierce 
wind which blew upon me, heated by its wrestle with the rushing 
fire, hotter than the breath of the red simoon. And even as I 
i-eached the door of Mesty's stable a burning brand lighted upon 
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tlie roof, and the next instant tho yellow serpent flames were 
dancing a demon dance among tho dry shingles and inflamable 
roofing. No coachman was to bo seen, and the great door was 
securely fastened with a stout wooden bar, that would dofy 
human strength to break it. The side door was, however, 
fastened only by a lock, the bolts being rarely drawn. This I 
blew open with my pistol, andMito and I rusliedin together, jnst 
as the blazing hay began to fall from tho loft. I quickly unfast- 
ened the halter, Mesty whinneying with joy, while he trembled 
in every limb as I hitched him to the hght buggy and flung the 
great doors open, and scarcely had I leaped into the seat, when 
the flimsy buildings on both sides of the alley burst into flames. 
Mesty, however, shot through uninjured, save where the blazing 
hay had fallen on Ms sleek black skin, and almost leaped to the 
door of the house, where Ethel stood awaiting, well wrapped in her 
grey cloak; andas she sprang into the seat beside me, a bright flame 
ran like Ughtning along the cornices, and we knew that the 
hoiise was beyond hope, 

Desirous of gaining the prairie as soon as possible I directed 
our course to tho southwest, intending to gain some distance by 
pursuing the diagonal course of Blue Island Avenue, provided 
we were fortunate enough to reach it. Mesty shot tlirough Madi- 
son street and turned the coriier of La Salic, like a race-horse, 
Milo running ahead with his long, untiring gallop. It was not 
until we were rushing along the white pavement that we saw the 
terrible danger before us. The houses upon the left side were a 
mass of burning timbers and glowing brick, and iipon the right 
the flames would soon gain a foothold. Far away beyond Jack- 
son street the flames were stretching their fiery arms across La 
Salle, barring out advance with an impassable rampai-t of the 
destructive element. Mesty stopped, rearing in terror. There 
was no retreat. The fire was behind us, and it were madness to 
approach the roaring hell of flame in the distance. Ethel clung 
closer to me, shuddering as we watched towering steeples and 
giant domes sink like fantastically-shaped fragments of coal into 
the terrible furnace beyond. 

But Jackson street stretchad away to the right and left, only a 
few hundred feet ahead. If we turned up to the right two or 
tiiree squares, and then made a turn to tlic left, a hard gallop 
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miglit save us. I patted Mestj'e coal-black flank and spoke to 
him coaxingly as we turned the corner and sped along Jackson 
street. As we passed the first square, we belield the red flames 
leaping across the streets far away to the right and left ; and 
thus the fire glared upou us at every street opening in the vast 
blocks until we came to Canal street, stretcliing widely to right 
and left of us, — the hurricane of flame came roaring up on the 
left, but away to the right the buildings remained intact, and 
Mesty shot down it like the gobhn steed of the Wild Himtsman 
in the German legend. And now it was truly a ran for life or 
death,— a fierce conflagration on tlu'ee sides of us, advancing 
with the terrible swiftness of a prairie fire, and the remorseless 
flames rushing to cut off our only cliance of escape in front. The 
voice of the fire bells had been drowned in the fiery waves, and 
the terrible earth-shaking roar of the flame-tempest thundered 
nearer and nearer, drowning all other sounds, while the blood- 
red glow before us brightened into flame on the western side. 
In another instant the many-tongued fire was licking up the 
walls of the houses on our right, and ahead it was stretching its 
long arms across the splendid thoroughfare, and should it seize 
upon the opposite side ere we could pass, escape was impossible. 
We were scarce a hundred yards from the fire, and its hot 
breath, spark-laden, flew in showers about us, " Now, Mesty, 
your best," I cried, urging him forward with a stroke of the whip. 
He answered by laying himself out like a grey-hound, and dash- 
ijig through that fiery blockade with almost the rapidity of the 
bright tongues of flame. And as we shot beneath the arch of 
fire, with bent beads and hard-held breath, the tower of a church 
just before us tottered in tho folds of the anaconda flames, and 
scarcely had we passed when it hurled a mountain pile of ruins 
upon the spot touched by our wheels but an instant before. We 
had thus passed the great belt of fire, and I therefore pulled 
Mesty down to an honest trot, which was now sufficient to enable 
us to keep in advance of the whirlwind of flame. 

Neither of us spoke verbally, but we drew a long breath as we 
heard the crackling roar grow fainter behind, and .Ethel rested 
her head on my shoulder weary with the ten-or of that awful 
ride: we must have felt as Perseus did when persued by the Gor- 
gons over sea and land, and the thunder of the pursuing ele- 
ment sounded not less fearful than the roar of the brazen wings 
of the mythical fiends. 
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But whoever gazes upon such a conflagration must feel a sen- 
timent of superstitious awe akin to that of the Oriental fire- 
worahippers, and the ghastly fancy that there may be some 
truth in the Gheber's creed — that fire is a living inteUigent being, 
invariably grows upon the mind as one follows the merry dance 
of the flames over roof and tower, along cornice and gable — or 
its serpentine embrace of the tall steeple from whose summit it 
streams in tresses of fire — or its triumphant roaring rush, throiigh 
every window of the huge building once deemed fire-proof — or 
the weird manner in which it bends and stretches its fiery neck 
over great distances to lick up dwellings, one would fancy be- 
yond its reach. And when it fails to leap the gap which sepa- 
rates it from what it seeks to devour, how angrily it will often 
recoil, only to rear itself upward and backward, as though to 
gather all its subtle python strength for another giant leap of a 
few hundred feet. Surely at such a sight we have all felt a hor- 
rible suspicion that there might be a terrible truth in Poe's 
personification of fire in the " Bells." And as the eerie versa 
comes to our mind, we feel that the strange thoughts therein are 
but the utterance of a wild fancy that has haunted many a 



deaf md famtic fin. 



The sublimely terrific grandeur of such a spectacle of lightning 
flames as pierced the black vault of the North-western heavens 
on that awful night, could perhaps be properly described but by 
one pen— that of the author of " The Last Days of Pompeii." 
The only scene that could surpass the horror of this stupendous 
conflagration would be the destruction of a city by a mighty vol- 
canic eruption. 

Marble fronts, huge strueturcs of iron and brick, temples of 
hewn stone seemed to crumble, into sand in that glowing flame 
hotter than the famed seven-times-heated furnace of Nebuchad- 
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nczzar. Church spires vanished in awful hght to give place to 
pinnacles o£ iianie; vast stone slabs were calcined or spHt as 
though by lightning The huge dome of the court-hoiise long 
toweied darkly against tlie fiery horizon, like the vast helmet of 
some genius of fii'c in Oriental story ; yet at length it, too, bore 
its garland of serpent flame and sanit in a hell of fire-billows 
which hurled their red spray to the very clouds. What fire- 
proof building could withstand a heat in which iron became as 
wax? — the very pyramids of Egypt could scarcely be relied 
on as places of safety if exposed to audi a flame. 

How we drove over the river before the "Eed Death" in our rear, 
which mshed after our flying wheels, had devoured all the bridges 
in its hungi-y rage, I can scarcely toll. It was all like a terrible 
nightmare, of which I can recollect little but the wild tumult 
of panic-stricken crowds before and the roar of flames behind, 
the rush of feet followed by tlie mad rush of the demon fire — 
oaths and curses mingled with prayers and sobs, shrieks of hid- 
eous fear and the wild laughter of women whom hon-or had con- 
verted into maniacs— the cries of helpless cliildren and tender 
girls, flying, liaK nude, from death— the neighing of horses, mad- 
dened with feai', and the roaring of tenifled oxen — tlie mad 
shouts of reckless men crazy with drink, and the gi'oans of 
fugitives knocked down and trampled upon in the torrent throng 
of strugghng men, women, children, horses and vehicles, that 
poured along the ash-strewn pavements and bridges under the 
storm of fire-flakes. Many a fair girl lost her wealth of beau- 
tiful hair, many rich dresses and poor ones as well, were rid- 
dled with pellets of flame that terrible night. It seems a miracle 
that the loss of life by fire was not at least ten tunes greater. 

Barrels of explosive oil piled in storehouses burst like shells 
and their fiercely blazing contents ran streaming along the gut- 
ters. Huge distilleries burnt fiercely, and the sheets of azure- 
tinged flame that rushed through windows and doors to wrestle 
with the less subtle tongues of yeUow fire, showed that alcohol 
was feeding the conflagration. But when the fire had leaped 
the river in pursuit of its victims, and had licked the huge gas- 
ometer with its flickering tongue, then as the eai'th seemed to 
vomit forth a vast sheet of lightning toward heaveii, and miles 
of blazing edifices trembled to their heated foundations at the 
concussion of that duU, awful thunder, it seemed as though the 
horrors of the vast catastrophe had culminated. 
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The fire engines had long given tlieir last despairing shriek 
ere ive found oni-selves in safety. The water-works buildings had 
crumbled in upon and paralyzed the giant engines that had sup- 
plied the water-veins of the great city now in flames. Men who 
had tried to save their houses toUed with all the vigor which 
human bone and brawn and muscle can endure, sweating at every 
pore in an atmosphere of stifling beat, and suffering a thirst 
which they could find no water to alleviate, swallowed glass 
after glass of the strong Uquor that etupified them into forget- 
fuluess of the approach of the remorseless element, and fell 
intoxicated upon the scorching pavement to be withered to little 
mounds of black ashes by the victorious all-devouring demon of 
flame. 

Near Jefferson street we missed MUo, and paused an instant 
to look after him. We had seen him dart safely through the 
flcrj- gauntlet far ahead of us, yet shortly after he had dropped 
behind and we had not perceived him since. I uttered the well- 
known cry, and above the roar and crash of the approaching 
flames and the muttering thunder of the flying crowds, I heard 
the bell-like voice of the giant hound roll in answering diapason. 
While wondering what could have detained our faitliful friend so 
long, Milo appeared toiling alter us with a great bundle of some- 
thing pai-tly on bis neck — partly in his mouth. He bayed again 
as soon as he beheld us, but ran wearily as thoi'^h tired out. 
It is needless to say that I immediately hastened to relieve him 
of his burthen, when I found to my astonishment that said bur- 
then was— a little girl ! Her little arms were clasped around his 
great neck, and she lay partly upon the dog's great shoulders, 
he retainmg hold of a fragment of her dress, as though fearful 
of losing hk precious fi-eight. Tlie noble dog must have caiTied 
the child at least a mile without our knowledge, but our careless- 
ness in his regard ■was chiefly owing to our knowledge of his won- 
derfidpowersof speed and endurance with his calm courage, won- 
dei-ful even in a dog of his splendid breed. I gave tlie little girl, 
half dead with fright and exhaustion, into Ethel's care, and 
making Milo spring in and he down at my feet, I shook the 
reins and Mesty trotted on bravely. I patted and petted 
the noble dog, tokens of affection which he only received with a 
wag of tte tail and an upward glance from his great dark eyes, 
as much as to say : 'Tt's nothing, I have only done my duty — " 
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Milo was neTer violently demonstrative in affection or gratitude. 
As soon as our little charge recovered sufficiently to speak, she 
threw her arms around Ethel's neck witli a cry of joy andkissed 
her. " Why, Geoi^e," eselaimed Ethel, " it is little Mary Wil- 
liams," and I looked round at the child's face to recognize the 
golden-hahed blue-eyed little daughter of Fred. Wilhams, oui- 
mutual friend and neighbor. 

Little Mary told us her story, as soon as she was able to speak ' 
between her sobs of terror. It appeared that Fred and his wife 
had been obhged to leave their house and fly with such haste 
that they had not even time to take their clothes with them, but 
were compelled to hui-ry along in the throng of fugitives, Mrs. 
Wilhams taking Httle Mary in her arms. In a sudden rush of 
the crowd mother and child fell, and were separated by the panic- 
stricken crush of fugitives. The Httle timid girl was soon left 
far behind the fleeing crowd. She ran on and on, while the 
flames thundered behind, with a sound like the continuous roar 
of unearthly artillery, until exhausted with terror and weariness, 
slie sank down upon the pavement which smoked in the breath 
of the fierce heat. The nest thing she remembered was the touch 
of Mile's cold muzzle against her cheek, and the deep bay of the 
hound caUing for help. She knew the great hound well, and put 
her little arms around her great neck. We never heard Milo's 
summons for aid in our blind anxiety to save oui'selves, but the 
brave dog seized the helpless little child by its dress, and having 
encouraged her to get upon its back, galloped after us Just as the 
fiery breath of the vast fire began to singe the hair on his tawny 
skm. I always looked upon my pet almost as a human friend, 
and, indeed, he lias since been doubly dear to me. 

Ethel tried to sooUie the little sufferer, assuring her that papa 
and mamma were quite safe, and that she would soon see them 
agam, till the poor Httle child sobbed herself to sleep in Ethel's 
lap. 

Kot knowmg but that the whole of the West-side as yet but 
partly injured might shortly be swallowed up in flame. I 
deemed it best to drive to the prairie at once rather than seek 
for any temporary shelter. The vast elevator on the river be- 
hind us burst mto a tempest of flame as we drove slowly through 
the flying torrent of vehicles and human beiags that s\irged 
thi-ough the streets glowing crimson in the awful glare. The 
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biiraing elevator was truly a grandly awful sight standing like a 
sliadoTV-y Typhon in the storm of fire, and vomiting a column of 
smoke, tongues of flame, and clouds of crimson sparks to the 
gloiving skies. Even situated as we were then, we found tlie 
atmosphere almost suffocationg mth smoke and heat, until it 
seemed that the very air had caught the fire and was burning 
behind us. 

Mothers were calling for their children, children for their 
fathers, husbands for their wives, and lovers for their sweethearts 
—all separated from one another on that terrible race for life 
or death. DeHeate women and children were, in many instances, 
walking barefoot along the crowded streets with but the 
scantiest clothing on their limbs, and I particularly remember 
noticmg a very pretty young girl, who must have had barely 
time to leave her bed ere the room took fire, as she was clad in 
nothing but her night clothes and a thin shawl. I felt reheved 
when I saw a good-hearted policeman, who was escorting his 
wife and children to a place of safety, rap his great warm coat 
around her shivering limbs and take her under his special pro- 
tection. 

Women and men were conveying great bundles away in wheel- 
baiTows ; tlieir bundles would get knocked off every now and 
then by some rough passer by. A few had been lucky enough to 
save their stores, but the greater number had barely time to save 
more than a bed or a quantity of clothes, bundled roughly 
together, and tied up in a huge parcel. 

Dayhght had not yet broken when we drove out on the prairie, 
over which the vast fantastic shadows of the awful fire lengthened 
and contracted weh-dly in the lurid light which gleamed far over 
the level plain, and tinged the crests of the ripples on the troubled 
lake with a ruby glow. I intended to drive Ethel at once to 
Evanston, where she had many wealthy friends, and where I had 
mjscK pm-chased a little dwelling for our future home. 

But seeing the prairie crowded ivith shivei-ing groups of fugi- 
tives I though it would be as well to look about us and endeavor 
to find Mr. or Mrs. WiUiams, that they m%ht feel at rest about 
their little girl I felt certain that Milo could assist us m this, 
knowing that he would find our friends if in the crowd at aU. So 
I drove Mesty slowly among the groups of homeless fugitives, 
and motioning to Milo to jump out, I gave the weU-known signal, 
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and lie started oft at once as if porfeottj aware of ivliat I n'anted 
him to do. , , -c a 

Soon after I heard Milo's bark, and as I tamed round, Fred 
WilKams and his wife came up pale and ivearj. To describe 
their delight on finding KtUe Mary safe, or the manner m which 
Milo Tf as petted and hugged would wearj the reader. 1 pro- 
posed to take the child to Evanston with us that night, but as 
they Tvere going to Calumet ahnost immediately m a fnentl s 
carriage, Ethel resigned her charge (« them. 

Then as we drove towards Evanston we cast many a look 
behind at the Sanies wHoh roared lo heaven, until the lund 
light grew into a famter red in the distance, and the grey dawn 
broke over the scene of devastation. And the giant piUar of 
smoke mingled itsoHwith the clouds behind us as Mesty's iron- 
shod hoofs rang musically over the pavement of Evanston. 

I soon placed Ethel in the cai-e of her relations, and drove 
Mesty down to my new house in tho suburbs. 

Old Mary Delany, to whom I had given the charge of things 
in my absence, threw open the door rs I checked Mesty and 
leaped to the gate. 

She was delighted to see me safe, and was tembly frightened 
at the account of our narrow escape. I put Mesty in the new 
stable, curried and combed, and washed his graceful black limbs, 
and havmg procured some corn and oats, and given Mm a good 
meal I went mto the house where Mary had a good hot break- 
fast wailing for me, which I did full justice to, while I detailed 
to her the particulars of our race through the burning city. 
Neither Ethel's father nor I had lost seriously by tho fire, his 
real estate property being situated in tho suburbs which the 
flames had spai-ed. What city property wo had lost was tally 
insured— and unless the companies should fan, the catastrophe 
would finahy only occasion us a temporary inconvenience. Two 
days after the conflagration he met his daughter, and the moot- 
ing was— what every such meeting ought to be. 

Ethel's father determined that the marriage should come off 
ueit Sunday as had been mtended-sinoe Ethel would not per- 
mit him to send East for any wedding gifts. So we had a quiet 
Kttk wedding in Evanston, unattended save by a few old friends, 
among whom were Fred. WilKamswith his wife, and little Mary 
who had quite recovered her health and spirits. We had no 
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white robei^, or orange blossoms, or jewehy, or fashion, or gor- 
geous dinner party— but Ethel looked iis pretty in her caHco 
dress as she ever did ivhen famous as a drawing i-oom belle at the 

parties in Avenue— and what was very shocking, Ethel 

allowed two largo burned holes to remain uumended in said dress 
—one on the sleeve and one on the shoulder— asserting that 
thoy were mementoes of the gi-eat fire, and that she would not 
permit them to be mended on any coneideration. 
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THE FIRE MARSHAL'S GRAPHIC 
STORY OF THE GREAT FIRE. 

BTABTLING INCIDENTS FOKCIBLT DETAILED. 



A reporter for the daily press called upon the Fire Marshal 
for his version of certain matters connected with the fire, and 
obtained, in a few pointed words, the best history of some of the 
most startling events yet given to the pubHc. We are indebted 
to the Chicago Evenir^ Mail for the following graphic "intervieV 
which will be found intensly interesting, and more exciting than 
any other account occupying double the amount of space : 

Reporter, — Some of our exchanges have hinted that members 
of the Fire Department were drtmk during the fire, and I have 
called on you, as one who had the best opportunity of knowing, 
to have the facts in the case. 

Marshal. — Well, sir, I don't know how it was elsewhere, but I 
did not see a drunken fireman that night. 

Reporter. — ^What is the character of the firemen in this res- 
pect? 

Marshal. — They are a tolerable steady set when on duty. 

Reporter. — Who appoints them? 

Marshal. — The Board of Pohce. I have not had the opportu- 
nity of choosing a single one of my men. 

Eepoi-ter. — What may have given rise to the report of drunk- 



Marshal — I don't know exactly, but I did see a drunken bum- 
mer with a fireman's hat on, and I took it away from him. He 
begged me to let him keep it, but I refused to. I took it to the 
engineer of No 6 and told him to take care of it, and it wasn't 
long before I saw another fireman's hat walking off with a 
dmnken fellow under it, and I took it away from him also. It 
may have been that othem saw these two thieves and swore that 
the firemen were drunk. 

Reporter. — ^Very hkely ; but these witnesses say they saw the 
firemen working at the engines, and that they were staggering. 

Marshal — ^Ent bless your soul {and here the Marshal got ia- 
teresting, not to say excited, and raised up on his elbow and 
threatened the reporter's nose with his finger) the heat was 
awful; 'twas like hell, and the firemen's eyes were red with the 
dust and fire, so that many of them were most bhnd. The hair 
was scorched off tlieir faces, and ibey stuck to their machines 
like bull dogs, and worked them tiU they couldn't stand it any 
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longer. Yes, sir, and tlicy did stagger, for they were clean beat 
and many of them, bad to go home for the exhaustion from the 
heat Ihey were tu-ed, too, from the fire of the nmU before, 
and then to give the same men such a long iduU again, why an 
iron man couldn't have stood it. 

Keporter. — I hear the firemen were demorahzed. 
Marshal.— Well, now, it is pretty hard work for flesh and 
nerves to gam a victory, and then have to go to work again and 
again, and again, and fight it aU over. But that is just what the 
men did. And after they heard the waterworks were bnmed 
doivn theydidnt give up; and they never quit working till aU 
t^e water in the reservoks and mains was used up. I don't 
tlimk that was being demorahzed ; not much. 

Eeporter.— How was it that they got the victory ? It looks to 
me as i± it was a defeat worse than Waterloo. 

Marshal.— 'Twas water low, that wag what hindered us from 
saving a lai'ge part of the North Division. But I tell you wo 
got the fire under ; and if it hadn't bceu for that aivhil sale we 
would have been ai! right. 

When I got down to the fire Sunday night, I got the engines 
aJl around it, and had hemmed it in so that it wouldn't have 
lived very much longer, when one of the men came and said 
there is a church on fire north of us ;and, sure eE0Ugh,there was 
a ciiurch steeple all in a blaze two squares off, so I sent down an 
engme and pretty soon got two more to work on it, and had 
saved the long hne of cottages ]ust east of it, and the dnnf store 
across tlie road, and though the heat was awful, we had got it 
light under our thumb, when some one told us that the fire had 
caught still farther north. 80 I went down and there was the 
match factory just blazhig, and the brick factory was smokm" 
and Eateham s slungle mills' yard was covered with shavings 
■J. *'"^*i®'^ ^^'^ ^'^fis ^ucl flashmg boards, just raimng down 
on it so that it was on fire in more than a dozen places at once, and 
just beyond was the hardwood lumber yard, and eveiythini^ dry 
as a bone, and as greedy to bum as gun-powder. 

I hadn't more than got this surrounded when the Canal street 
people had kindled a new fire right m the middle of the sti-eet, 
Uiough ihey didn't mean to, for they had piled up beds and bed- 
ding and furniture in the street, and it took fire and tlien it went 
away like feathers, for the wmd would take up a blaamg mattrass 
and fling it against a house, and that house went nght down 
before you could get there. But I was just thinkmg that we 
would run the fire into the burnt district and stop it there, when 
^ey told me the fire was on the South Side. So I told the 
Fi-Gd Gund to got out of that right away, as the fire was coming 
awful heavy on her, and went across to Conley's Patch. The firo 
had then got well started, m two small buildings south of the 
Armory, and it just tore up Wells street, under those houses set 
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on posts, and sidewalks raised up from the streets. Then I saw 
Tce should have heavy work before tis. 

Vandercook wanted some powder, hut I told him we had none, 
and he went off to get some. 

I had just got two engines to work when Jack said : "My 
God, she's ahead of ns." So we went doivn, and you remember 
that carpenter shop behind the Oriental b\iilding and them low 
wooden sheds? Well, air, they were blazing. lordered up the 
Chicago and broke out the glass in tho lower front window (that's 
where I got my hand hurt, you see,) and took tho hose right 
through the basement, but the flames drove us out, and it wasn't 
long before the Oriental Hall was just rolhng in flames. Why, 
if that building had iron shutters on her she wouldn't have 
burned ; but the wind was fearful now. I saw a blazing board 
^o right through the back window of a building in the block 
lacing north on Washington, and pretty soon it was blading 
fearful. 

BLOWING UP. 

Vandercook then came with the powder, and put it in the base- 
ment of the Union Bank building, but it Just puffed and never 
jarred the block a bit, and before they could get ready to give 
her another lift they could not hve inside of her. You see I 
thought we could save Sheridan's headquarters if we could only 
blow down the block across the street, but it was too late. Just 
then the Court House took fire, and I sent an engine to the Sher- 
man House, hoping to save that, for I thought that the tower of the 
Court House would fall inside, and with the wide open space we 
should have some chance left yet. But the wind was just tremen- 
dous. I saw it blow a man against the lamp-post at the Pittsbui^h 
and Fort Wajrue ticket office, across the street from the Sherman 
House, and the post and the man came down together. A. H. 
Miller's store caught fire in six places from the awnings rolled 
Hp, and they served as pockets for the fire to lodge in. Then the 
old Tribune building got on fire, but I hoped yet to save the Sher- 
man, when I found that those old wooden buildings on the south 
side of Lake street, and the sheds just south of them were just 
roaring with flame. Why the fire just roared like a lion, and 
I saw the Sherman House was gone up. Then I thought of 
my family in Thompson & Templeton's block, and I found that 
my wife had got all ready to go ; but before we could get out 
anything but the piano and one chair, the house was too hot to 
hold us. 

Just then some one said the Water Works were on fire. R, 
B, Crane said he didu'.t beheve it. So he drove up with a horse 
and buggy, and ho says before he got there the flames were com- 
ing out of all the windows. It caught from some cinders from 
the Court House or the Board of Trade. (They say cinders 
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were on tlie crib, but I don't bclicye that, interrupted the repor- 
ter). Yes, sir, they were, and if you go out there you will see 
the marks on the roof, and it was U£e or death with the keeper 
and his vdie, and they pumped water and put out the sparks, or 
the crib and they too would have gone, and perhaps you won't 
beheve it, but a man was plowing up at Evanston, and that's 10 
or 12 miles, and he saw sparks falling all around him ; oh, you 
have no idea how the wind blew that night, and then there was 
something, I think, I don't know, I shouldn't like exactly to say 
it, but there must have been fire below ground as well as in the 
wind overhead. Two strangers came to me the next day and 
said they were strangers from the East stopping at the Sherman 
House, and when they saw that was going they went to the next 
street, and while standing there they saw a blue flame coming 
up through the iron gratings at the corner, and on looking in saw 
the whole basement on fire, and not a spark in the rest of the 
building. You saw at the comer of Wells and Randolph the 
road hove up ; well, I followed that do\vn to the gaa-works, and 
it was raised up in half a dozen places ; that was where the 
gas took fire and burst in the sowers. "When the gas-works 
took fire, they let off the gae into the sewers, and the enormous 
gasometer fell down to the ground ; and I think perhaps the 
buildings were filled with gas from the sewers and private drains, 
and took fire inside as well as from the roof overhead. People 
seemed gtupified and crazed, and instead of putting out the sparks 
on their roofs, just let them burn, and the wind would take up 
pieces of blazing felt as big as half a sheet, and carry it up to a 
wooden cornice, and then that building was gone. And I didn't 
know but Allen was helping us on the West Side, when he and 
ten or twelve more were cut off, and they made up their mind 
they would have to swim for life. AHen had iust stopped to his 
shirt and drawers when a tug and two vessels came along and 
took them aboard; and while they held up long enough for 
that the masts and rigging of the boats took fire. The tug cast 
them off below Van liuren street bridge and put Allen and his 
crowd ashore. Here Allen saw a fire on Quincy street, and 
says that if the houses had been covered with kerosene they 
could not have burned so fast while he was going only two 
squares. So, with everythmg making against us, no wonder we 
couldn't get ahead. 

Beporter. — But had you engines enough ? 

Marshall.— All the engines ever made couldn't stop her at the 
Oriental Building. She kept a jumping over our heads all the 
time so we couldn't get ahead. We had only fifteen engines 
in all. Two were at the repair shop, and only one engine was 
burned, for we saved all of the engines that were being repaired. 

Boston has 21 engines, but she hasn't half the territory ; and 
look at her buildings. New York has twice as many as we, com- 
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pared with her size. , I -wanted the Board to let me have six 
floating engines last year, but they wouldn't, and if we'd had them 
Uie night of the fire we conld have saved the elevators, for the 
tre crowded us so that we couldn'twork but a m%lifcy little while 
tiU we had to move. One of our engines didn^t have time to 
unscrew her coupling, so they took an axe and broke down the 
hydrant and took it along with them, and even then the hair was 
smged off the horses. 

This account reads like the veriest romance, and yet there is 
no question of its correctness, for the Marshal is not only a man of 
known integrity, but his account is authenticated from the mouths 
of scores of witnesses, equally reUable and whoUy disinterested. 

How Valuable Records Were Saved. 

Scarcely less exciting than the foregoing, is the account given 
hj Mr. Jolm G. ShortaU, of the manner in which he saved his 
numerous abstracts and indices of real estate transactions, 
which, as the records of Cook County were destroyed, are m- 
valuable as evidences of title to Chicago property. Mr. S. had 
returned from church to his residence, in the Southern part of 
the city, but, from some unaccountable impulse, went down to 
the fire and watched it from 10 to 12 o'clock, when he began to 
fear that his office, in Larmon block, might be in danger, from 
this point we give the account in his words : 
"On reachmg the office, I found great danger existing from the 
awnmgs, which were outside the building, the embers dropping 
down very thickly on the roofs of tire buUdings, and on the 
troQt, and signs, and awnmgs. I ran up stairs, got into the 
o&ce and tned to cut away the awnings in front of our building 
and that of tiie building adjoinmg ; but, owmg to the absence of 
anythmg adequate, I had to give that up, and simply press them 
up close to the wall, that the emljera might drop off them, and 
not be caught m them. Even then I scarcely believed it possi- 
ble that the Larmon Block could take fire, and I requested the 
men m the upper portion of the building, with buckets of water, 
to put out any embers that might faU there and cudanget the 
building In another half hour I felt more apprehensive, and 
went in the street to find an express wagon. This must have 
been an hour and a half before the building actually burned I 
stopped, probably fifteen different trucks and express wagons, 
offering them any pay to work for me in saving the books. Seven 
of them at least, I engaged, one after another, they faithfully 
pronusmg me that they would come hack when they had carried 
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the load and done the work in which they were eneaged, bat 
no one came back. At this juncture I met my friend Mr. Nye, 
who was looking out, as I was, for the danger. I told him that 
I needed him, and he answered me promptly that he was at my 
service. We both watched some time longer for express 
wagons, but could find none. At last, when the Court House 
cupola took fire, I told my friend that we must have an express 
wagon within the next five minutes or we were utterly lost. He 
stood on Clark street and I on Washington street, determined to 
take the first expressman we could find. The first one happened 
to come along on his side. He seized the reins with one hand, 
and, taking a revolver from his pocket with the other, " per- 
suaded" the expressman to Jiaulup to the sidewalk, notwith- 
standing his corsii^ and swearing. When I came back from my 
unsuccessful watch I found the expressman there, and my friend, 
handir^ the lines and revolver to me, went up stairs to help our 
employes, who were then in the office, to carry down the volumes. 
"We got round with the wagon to Washington street entrance, 
and, after filhi^ the wagon, found that we had but about one 
quarter of our property in it. 

Just at that critical moment a two-horse truck was driven up 
to where I was superintending the packing of the books, and 
my friend, Joe Stockton, whose face was bo covered with smut 
and dust that I did not recognize him until he spoke, turned 
over the ti^ick and driver to me, with the remark, " I think, John, 
this is just the thing you want." I never felt so reUeved or so 
thankful as I did at his appearance with that substantial aid at 
that moment. We unpacked our impressed expressman imme- 
diately and set him adrift with $5 in his pocket for his five min- 
utes' work, and commenced to pile our property on friend Stock- 
ton's truck. Meanwhile the flames were roaring and suiting 
around us. Six of our boys were carrying down the volumes as 
rapidly as they could, and I, standing on truck, was stowing 
away the books economically as to space. About that time they 
told me the Court House bell fell down. I lost all idea of time. 
It must have been about 2 o'clock. I never heard the bell fall, 
I was BO excited. Toward the last, when we had got our indi- 
ces all down safely, and were trying to save other valuable pa- 
pers and books, many of which we did save, it was stated that 
Smith & Nixon's building was about to be blown up. Oar truck 
was headed toward thatvbuilding. The sky was filled with bum- 
ii^ embers which were falling around us thickly. As soon, I 
think, as the information was given that that building was to be 
blown up, the crowd rushed past us down Washington street, 
toward the lake, terribly excited, shouting and warning every- 
body away. My driver was very nervous, and on one pretext or 
another would start his horses up for a rod or two, swearing 
that he would not be blown up for us or for the whole country : 
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but I sncceeded in stopping^ bim eight or ten times during the 
excitement. In the meantime our men were coming down the 
stairs laden with our property and returning as rapidly as they 
could. I was standing on the books, packing them in the ti-uck, 
and the embers were fljing on them* and I picked them off as 
they fell and threw them into the street, until, a rod at a time, 
we reached tha comer of Dearborn and Washington. Messrs. 
Fuller a;nd Hani^ were the last to leave the office, and they did 
not leave until Buck & Rayner's drug store was on fire. The 
store, as we believed, was full of chemicals and e^losive matter. 
At that time the Court House was a mass of flames, and our 
own building was burning, and other buildings in the immediate 
vicinity entirely destroyed. Three of us then started with the 
ti-uck for my house, which we reached about 3 o'clock that morn- 
ing. I had our property unloaded and placed securely within; 
and, alter giving the diiver and others some refreshments, I 
started again for the fire to see what aid I could give other suf- 
ferers. 
WHAT A WOMAM RELATES — THE EXPERIENCE OF A REAL BOPFEIffiB. 

" We had a nice httle cottage on the north side, near Indiana 
Street Bridge, with a little yard in front, where I had planted the 
rose tree mother gave me from our dear old home. Mother is 
dead now, and the homestead sold. "We had plants in the 
window that grew well from the loving care bestowed on them. 
Geraniums and hehotropes, and even the orange tree that 
furnished flowers for my hair on my wedding night, while the 
honeysuckle over the door came from a far-away sister's grave 
at the East. 

The mementoes on the mantel, the pictures of those gone 
before, the playthings of some little ones that are lying still and 

Eeaceful in Hose HiU, the golden locks cut from their curly 
eads, and the little clothing they wore — where is it all ? What 
a horrible dream ! We didn't save ajiything, because my 
husband said the flre wouldn't come so far, so we waited and I 
packed my trunk with all my nice things, and in a moment, 
before we could think, the distillery and coalyards and lumber 
were all on fire, and our house was in a great cloud of flame. 

I took my boy and ran across the bridge. My husband 
draped the truA to the bridge, but left it a minute to help 
me over the river, and went back, and an engine had struck the 
trunk, burst it open, and not one single thing was left in it. Then 
my husband came and told me, and I didn't care whether I died 
or not. I wished I could die. And I looked across the river 
and saw all my thisgs burning up in the house, and I just laid 
down under the sidewalk and tned to go to sleep. We slept 
under there all Monday night, and we had not a mouthful all 
that day. The rain came in the night, and I was soaked to the 
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skin. To'ward morning I took a chill. Then I hoped I should 
die for certain. I kept gettii^ chilly, and I knew I was going 
away from all I loved here. 

Some one came along Tuesday and said we should get into a 
church. Somebody carried me there, and gave me dry clothes 
and a room by myself and something to eat, and then I was afraid 
I should not die. Then I went to some hospital, for I was about 
to be confined, and the smell, the crowd, the sickness anddeaths 
made me sick, and my husband brought me here. For weeks I 
stayed here with neither a door or window, and aU the carpenters 
pounding till I thought my head would burst. Just a week ago 
to-day I had this little baby. Some ladies gave me some clothes 
for it. More than twenty of them have come here with pencil 
and paper and asked me what I needed and that was the last I 
have ever seen of them. 

I have never asked for anything, but I must have blankets, and 
my husband wants shoes and drawers. He can get no work at 
his trade. He says he would walk two miles and back every day 
to get at bis old work." 

And this is her simple, truthful, temble story I 

A TOnCHISG HOME PICTURE. 

Here is a picture fi-om the story of a lady whose home was 
burned : 

"There came a strange sound in the air which stilled, or 
seemed to still, for a moment, the surging crowd. ' Was it thun- 
der?' we asked. No, the sky was clear and full of stars, and we 
shuddered as we felt, but did not say, that it was a tremendous 
explosion of gunpowder. By this time the blazing sparks and 
bits of burning wood, which we had been fearfully watching, 
were fast becoming an unintermitting fire of burning hail, and 
another shower of blows on the doors warned us that there was 

not a moment to be lost. Call E ' {the invalid ; ) do not let 

him stay a minute, and I will try to save our poor Uttle birds I' 
My sister flew to wake up our precious charge, and I ran down 
stairs, repeating to myself to make me remember, ' Birds, deeds, 
silver, jewelry, silk-diesses,' as the order in which we would try 
to save our property, if it came to the worst. As I passed 
through our pretty parlors how my heart ached. Here the rem- 
nant of my Kither's Hbrary, a copy of a Bible printed in 1637, 
on the table ; on another, my dear Mrs. Browning, in five vol- 
umes, the gift of a lost friend. What should I take ? What 
should I leave? I alternately loaded myself ivith gift after gift, 
and dashed them down in despair. Lovely pictures and statu- 
ettes, left by a kind friend for the embellishment of our little 
rooms, and which had turned them into a bower of beauty— must 
tliey be left? At last I stopped before our darling, a sweet and 
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tender picture of Beatrice Cenci going to the execution, -which 
looked down at me, through the dismal red glare which was 
already filling the rooms, with a*saintly and weird sweetness 
that seemed to have something wistful in it. I thought, ' I will 
save this ii I die for it ;' but my poor parrot called my name 
and asked for a peanut, and I couM no more have left hun than 
if he had been a baby. But could I carry that huge cage ? No, 
indeed ; so I reluctantly took my htUe canary, who was painfully 
fluttering about and wondering at the disturbance, and, kissing 
him, opened the front door and set him free— only to smother, 
I fear. But it was the best I could do for him if I wished to 
save my parrot, who had a prior right to be considered one of 
the family, if sixteen years of incessant chatter may be supposed 
to establish such right. 

Incidents are practically exhaustless, and altogether beyond 
computation. Thousands upon thousands of cases, even out- 
side of the losses of hie, are utteriy irretrievable, tiflious, pitiful 
and heart-rendering. As it is impossible to treat of them in 
detail, they are summed up in a comprehensive recapitulation in 
the proper place. 

ORIGIN OF THE FIRE. 

The committee appointed to investigate the origin, progress 
and devastation of the fire, have made their report. We take 
fi-om it the following interesting items : 

The board find that iha fire originated in a two story bam in 
rear of Ko. 137 DeKoven street, the premises being owned by 
Patrick Leary. The fire was first discovered by a drayman by 
the name of Daniel Sullivan, who saw it while sitting on the side- 
walk on the south side of DeKoven street, and nearly opposite 
Leary's premises. He fixes the time at not more than twenty- 
five minutes past 9 o'clock, when he first noticed the flames eom- 
iu" out of the barn. There is no proof that any persons had 
been in the bam after nightfall that evening. Whether it origi- 
nated from a spark blown from a chimney on that windy night, 
or was set on fire by human agency, we are unable to detei-mine. 
Mr. Leary, the owner, and all his family prove to have been in 
bed and asleep at the time. There was a small party m the 
front part of Leary'shouse, which was occupied by Mr. McLaugh- 
lin and wife. But we failed to find any evidence that anybody 
from McLaughlin's part of the house went near the barn that 
night. 

If any person set the fire, either by accident or design, he waa 
careful not to give any alarm. The nearest engme-house was six 
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blocks from the fire ; tlie next nearest one was nine blocks away. 
Tlie nearest hose house was located eleven blocks from the fire, 
and at this hose house the -n^tchman had seen tlie fire before 
the alarm was given from the Court-House, and the company 
were on their way to the fire before the alarm was struck. 

In consequence of this early sighting of the fire, the hose com- 
pany (the America) went eleven blocks and attached their hose 
to the fire-plug and got water on the fire before any engine did, 
although two ermines were located considerably nearer the fire. 
It would require five minutes for the nearest engine to go to the 
fire, a distance of six blocks. From three to five minutes more 
would be required in which to unreel and lay out the hose, make 
connection with the plug, and go to work. Intelligent citizens 
who lived near the place of the fire testify that it was from ten 
to fifteen minutes from the time they fijst saw the fire before any 
engines came upon the ground. It is proved that the engines re- 
paired to the fire, after getting the alarm, with the usual celerity. 
When they arrived there from three to five buildings were fierce- 
Ij burning. The fire must then have been burning from ten to 
fifteen minutes, and, with the wind then blowing strongly from 
the southwest, and carrying the fire from building to building in 
a neighborhood composed wholly of dry wooden buildings, with 
wood shavings piled in every bam and under eveiy house, the 
fire had got under too great headway for the engines called out 
by the first alarm to be able to subdue it. 

Blowing up buildings in the face of the wind was tried, but 
without any benefit. The Court House and the Water Works, 
though a mile apart, were burning at the same time. Gunpow- 
der was used in blowing up buildings with good effect, the next 
day, in cutting o£f_ the fire at the extreme south end of it, and 
preventing it backing any further. 

We beheve that, had the buildings on the West Side, where 
the fire commenced, been built of brick or stone, with safe roof- 
ing (the buildings need not have been fire-proof), the fire could 
have been stopped without doing great damage, and certainly 
would not have crossed the river. After it did cross (.he wood- 
en cornices, wooden signs of large size, the cupolas, and the tar 
and felt roofs, which were on most of the best buildings, caused 
their speedy destruction, and aided greatly in spreading the eon- 
flt^ation. The single set of pumping works, upon which the 
salvation of the city depended, were roofed with wood, had no 
apphance by wliich water could be raised to the roof in case of 
fire, and was one of the earliest buildings to bum in the North 
Division. 

ANOTHER THEORV 

Concerning the origin of the fire, is constructed out of the 
fact, that in March 1871, three enterprising men visited Chicago 
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for the express purpose of laying before the city authorities a 
plan for extinguishing fires by means of carbonic aciilgaa. This 
gas was to be generated and saved from the same coal that made 
the iUuminating gas. The pipes were to be laid side by side 
with the others, and the whole theory of the plan was, that when 
a bnilding took fire, the people were to rush out, the doors to be 
closed, the carbonic acid gas to be turned on, which would at 
^nce extinguish the fire, without any injury or damage to house 
or furniture by water, which often does more damage than the 
fire itself. 

These men received some encouragement that their plan would 
be favorably received and accepted by the city. Expensive 
works were accordingly constructed, a^ time and money freely 
lavished while all through the summer months the men waited, 
hoping soon to realize immense wealth from their grand pro- 
ject. Late in September they learned that as a final decision 
the city declined to have any thing to do with the new extinguisher, 
refusing even to try experiments or allow them to be tried. 

On Saturday October 7th those three men passed through 
New York on their way home — and in a few moments conversa- 
tion with a friend at the depot, one of them remarked, in a tone 
half dogged, half reckless, " we have tried our best to do some- 
thing for Chicago, she has kicked us out, and now she may bear 
the consequences." 

" Where's Harriet and the children ?" asked the friend. 

" I broi^t them out to L — " (about twenty miles from the 
city) and they will remain there until I go or send for them." 

A bell rang, the train started, and three hard, desperate cases 
were lost sight of in the crowded car. 

The next morning the whole country thrilled with the news of 
the Great Conflagration, and two days later Chicago had passsd 
through the fiery furnace. 

STILL ANOTHEB THEORY. 
There is another theory regarding the origin of the fire, to 
which many persons attach importance, and it is therefore wor- 
thy of record. It is the startling theory that a secret organiza- 
tion conceived and matured the diabolical plot for the destruc- 
tion of the city, and sent their agents here to execute it. We 
therefore fa-anscribe to these pages what purports to be the con- 
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fession of one of the prime movers in this fiendish work. We 
give it without the expression of any opinion as to its authenticity. 
Though it appears at the first thought to be utterly romantic 
and improbable, there are not wanting confirmatory circum- 
stances. For example, the original explanation of the origin of 
the fire has been denied by two persons on oath, which is suffi- 
cient to disprove the statement in a court of justice. There is 
abundant evidence going to show that the fire was set in more 
than one place. A well known lady who resides in the vicinity 
of the Franklin school, on Division street, states positively that 
while the fire was progressing north in the North division from 
the river, she saw a man walk up to the side of the primary 
school, a frame building m the rear of the Franklin school, turn 
out a lot of shavings from a bag, and immediately after saw the 
shavings flaming up. With these observations, the alleged con- 
fession is given in the precise language that it was received, as 
follows : 

co^^?EBSIO!^ of a membek op a secret oegahization. 

The headquarters of the organization is in Pai-ia, and its ram- 
ifications extend all over the world. There are branches in Lon- 
don, Edinburgh, Manchester, Liverpool, Dublin, EerHn, St. 
Petersburg, Naples, Florence, Vienna, and other cities in Great 
Britain and on the continent, and in New York, Boston, Wash- 
ington, New Orleans, Baltimore, and Chicago, in this country. 
Its members are bound by a fearful oath never to divu^e any of 
the plans of operations of the society, and were it known that I 
was about to relate the story I have commenced I should never 
live to finish it, whUe if the author of this ever becomes known 
I will die a death more horrible than that which met any of the 
T.'ictims of the inquisition. It is, therefore, with fear and trem- 
bhng that I sit down to write the true story of the origin of the 
Chicago fire, and nothing but the sternest sense of duty, and a 
desire to clear my conscience, of a load that is too heavy for 
endurance, would induce me to pen these lines. 

I fancy the sneer of increduhty with which some will greet my 
announcement tliat the destruction of Chicago was accomplished 
by this organization, but, when I have unfolded the details of the 
plot and the motives that prompted its conception, incredulity 
will give place to astonishment that human beings could be found 
who were so blinded by fanaticism as to become parties to so 
great and overwhelming a crime. The events of the past two 
weeks have awakened me from a dream ■ so wild and improbable 
that were it not for the dreary evidences of its reahty that I see 
about me, I could scarce behove, and stiU more reluctanliy can 
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I believe, that in the terrible tragedy that has been enacted I 
was one of the principal actors ; that, though blinded by a fanat- 
icism more fearful than the worst form of lunacy, I permitted 
myself to become the cause of so much misery and woe. 

To begin at the beginning, I must revert to its extent — its ob- 
jects and its plans. 

The society was organized during the troubulous times that 
preceded the election of Louis Napoleon to the Presidency of 
France. A commune, in which all should have equal rights and 
privileges ; in which the poor should be equal with the rich and 
the rich equal with the poor, was much talked of at that time, 
and this organization was formed with that object in view. The 
election of Napoleon to the Presidency, and his subsequent coup 
(T etat by which he seated himself upon the throne, for a time 
defeated the plans of the socialists. Notwithstanding the fact, 
however, the oi^anization was not abandoned, but was rather 
more closely cemented and more widely diffused. The evils of 
the reign of the third Napoleon seemed to add fuel to the fire 
that was Bmouldering in France, and the society drew into its 
ranks all the elements of discontent throu^out the empire. The 
result of the late war between France and Germany was to in- 
corporate a more dai^eroos element into the society, and it was 
determined to seize upon the opportunity offered by the with- 
drawal of the Prussians from Paris for putting the principles of 
the society into execution. 

Emissaries were dispatched to all the commercial capitals of 
the world, and, together with those who had fled from the Ver- 
sailles government, formed branches in all the leading cities, not 
only in Europe, but in America. There was not lacking those 
who were so deeply imbued with an insane desire for the tri- 
umph of communistic principles that they were willing to under- 
take any desperate plan that ^ave promise of success, even 
though attended with infinite misery and suffering. 

The long existing conflict between capital and labor had pre- 
pared thousands of persons in every lai'ge city, and especially 
in manufacturing districts, for any desperate work that would 
avenge the real or fancied wrongs they had received at the 
hands of the monied aristocracy. In tiiis field the emissaries 
labored with a zeal that would have done credit to a better 
cause. The utmost care was exercised to prevent any disclosure 
of the plans of the organization. 

While in Paris I became a member of this oi^anization, and 
it is not surprising, therefore, that on its first organization in 
Chicago, some eight months ago, I was selected as one of the 
prime movers. Since I had retiimed from France I had been in 
correspondence with some of those prominent in the movement 
there, among whom were M, Henri Martin, who was among the 
first to fall a victim to the Versailles troops at the capture of 



HD,redbyGOOgle 



190 THROUGB THE FL.UIES AKD BEYOND. 

the city ; M. Assi, whose tragic fate is so fresh in the minds of 
all, and M. Julius Garadine, from whom I learned the progreaa 
the society was making, and many of its future plans. 

The organization in Chicago was formed mider the direction 
of two members who had fled from Paris, aad myself. As else- 
where, none but the most daring and trustworthy were admit- 
ted. The avowed purposes of the society were harmless in them- 
selves. They were to endeavor to elevate the workingmen to the 
level of the neh ; that everybody should enjoy equal benefits, and 
poverty and want should be unknown. To these declarations 
there was a codicil binding the members, if it were found impos- 
sible to secure the results by peaceable means to resort to what- 
ever measure should be deemed advisable by the directors of 
the organization. 

The first two months of the existence of the society were con- 
sumed in fruitless attempts to stir up strife between the mechan- 
ics of the city and their employers. But the disastrous conse- 
quences of the eight-hour strikes in 1867 were yet fre^ in re- 
membrance, and for once the labor unions refused to do the bid- 
ding of their prompters. This was a discouraging blow, but the 
members of the society were determined ; for colossal fortunes 
were being amassed in an incredibly short space of time, and an 
aristocracy of wealth was springing up that threatened to be- 
come so strong as to defy overthrow. Plan after plan was sug- 
gested, and abandoned as impracticable. Finally, the 

BUENIKG OF TEE BUSINESS PORTION OF TBE CITY 
was suggested. Appalled by the thought of working such des- 
olation in the fairest city on the continent, I at first dirank from 
particij)ation in the transaction. I protested that instead of 
promoting the objects of the society it would only retard tliem. 
But all the others were firm, and, weakly, I yielded. Gradually 
the insanity produced by being a promoter of a calamity that 
would shake the world to its centre, took possession of me. 
Sleeping or waking, my thoughts were filled with the plan. 

To mature the detafls of the plot required the utmost caution. 
The project of raising a mob by means of some popular escite- 
ment and to bum and pillage the city was debated at length, but 
at last abandoned because of its hazaidousness and the inevitable 
loss of life that it would involve, for to take life was not oux ob- 
ject — it was only to humble the men who had wased rich at the 
expense of the poor. The incendiary's torch was finally fixed 
upon, and on the ninth day of August preparations were actively 
begun to carry it into execution. 

Several times a day was fixed for the awful tragedy, but as of- 
ten abandoned. The co-operation of the elements was needed. 
The torch was first appHed to the warehouse on the corner of 
State and Sixteenth streets on the gusty morning of the 30th of 



HD,redbyGOOgle 




H„l,d b, Google, ;> 



H„i,db,Google 



CHICAGO AS IT TFAS ASD AS IT IS. 193 

September. It was liopsd that the high south wind then pre- 
vailiu!^ would carry the flames to the row of frame buildings to 
the Northward, but a sudden change in the wind defeated the 
project by eiiabling the lire department to quench the flames. 
Again on the Saturday night preceding the catastrophe a match 
■was apphed on Canal street, and for a few hours all seemed to be 
working well, and but for the failure of one of the petroleum 
mines to iguite, Sabbath morning would have seen Chicago in 
ashes. 

But the doom that was overhanging the city was delayed but 
a day, and that day came near proving fatal to our plans, for 
then and only then were we in danger of betrayal. 

All day long we had been in secret conclave where ho mortal 
could spy out our doings. Petroleum mines had been laid in a 
score of places, and trusty men were stationed at each of them 
to apply the match at the proper momeat. The plot had been 
arranged that all should appear as accident, our part being 
mainlv to assist the progress of the flames, for we knew that, 
once beyond a certain limit, no agency eouid stay them. The 
place above all others in the city which promised the gi-oat 
measure of success was in the barn on DeKoven street. No 
" old Irish hag " was milking her cow at the time, as the report- 
ers of the city press are determined to have it. A human being 
of a different sex was there, however, but had disap; . '..red, as if 
by magic, before any mortal eye had remarked his presence. 

Before the arrival of the jaded flremen at the scene of the 
conflagration, half a dozen mines had been touched off, and 
their efforts to subdue the flames were as futile as the effort of a 
child to stem the raging cataract of Niagara. When the flames 
had reached the river, work began on the South side. Simulta- 
neouslY a mine was sprung at the gas-works, and another near 
Van Buren street bridge, and two is-hole blocks were a seething 
hell of flame in less time than it takes my unaccustomed pen to 
tell it. jFrom thence onward the fire was assisted by a mme set 
on Wells street, near Monroe, another a block and a half further 
east, and still another in Farwell Hall. Few on that eventful 
Sunday night suspeeted that they were sitting over a magazine 
that needed but tlis touch of a match to involve them in a 
perfect hell of flame. 

From that point the destruction of the South side, with its 
massive granite piles and well-stored warehouses, was assured. 
Onward sped the flames, and wherever they appeared hkely to 
skip, a new magazine was fire, and ruin with his fearful front 
involved the fair city. 

I had been delegated to explode the powder magazine on 
South Water street. 

Our only fear of want of success was that the authorities, 
failing to stay the mad current of fire by ordinary means, would 
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resort to the last and only liope — \aj a few blocks in ruins by 
means of gunpowder. To guard against this a train had been 
laid communicating with the magazine, and required but a spark 
to destroy it. When the work had been fan? inaugurated, I 
hastened to the point to which I had been assigned, wild with a 
frenzy more terrible than any I had ever before experienced. 
I reached the spot where the match should have been applied. 
A huge coal lay within a few feet of it. A slight kick from my 
foot would have placed it over the hidden fuse, but the streets 
were thronged with people, and I shrank from committing the 
act that would have plunged hundreds of human beings into 
eternity. 

That moment's hesitation was their salvation. The powder 
brigade arrived almost upon the instant, and the explosive was 
removed from the building. Among the first bairelg removed 
were those with which the train communicated, and although a 
str^ spark afterward fired the fuse, no explosion followed. 

Hardly had I recovered from the momentary fiash of humane 
feeling that overcame me, than I was placed in imminent peril of 
my life. The flames had advanced Northward on both sides of 
where I stood, and were rushing toward me with fearfi:d ^^^'^" 
ity. Dazed by the various conflicting emotions that had ffiled 
my breast, I had not noticed this, and when I awoke from my 
trance the most horrible of deaths stared me in the face. Hem- 
med in on every side in a crucible of fire, I for a moment gave 
way to despair. But despair gave me strength, and, breaking 
down a heavy door, I rushed through a store to the river and 
plunged into its waters. A boat moored at the dock assisted 
me to cross, although I did not waste time in getting into it, 
but pushed it before me as I swam. Beaching the North-side, I 
ran with all my speed through the streets toward the city Umits, 
seeking to escape. 

In the meantime, my co-workers in crime had not been idle. 
As the currant of fire passed northward from Tan Buren street, 
it appeared that a large tract bounded on the north by Madison 
street, and on the west by Dearborn street, including a valuable 
section of the city, would escape the terrible destruction that had 
visited the remainder of the city. The flames liad proceeded 
along Harrison and Van Buren streets to Fourth avenue, and 
here seem to have spent their force. It was a terrible moment. 
A few brave men battled with the demon and but for the omni- 
presence of the league would have stayed its progress. But a 
man rushed into a house that had been -abandoned by its occu- 
pants, ostensibly for the purpose of saving some household uten- 
sils that ^^^ heen left, and returned laden with goods ; but a 
moment afterward the rear of the building became a mass of 
flame, and a gust of wind carried it eastward to the lake and 
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northward over the district that had thus fat been spared, thus 
completing the universal ruin. 

ON THE HOETHEEN SIDE 

it had been intended to destroy but few buildings, and these the 
business headquarters and residences of the affluent. As during 
the progress ot the fire on the South Side, mines were sprung in 
various localities as the flames advanced, but only where the 
natural course of the flames was likely to leave the work but im- 
perfectly done. 

The fire progressed too slowly. The water-works were in full 
blast, and there was danger that through their agency some of 
the buildings doomed to demolition would be saved. The works 
had been prepared for destruction, but the time had not arrived, 
as the fire was several blocks away. But, notwithstanding this 
fact, the match was appKed, and the workmen were obhged to 
fly for their lives. In their flight the man who had fired the 
mine was overthrown and badly injured, and as the fire advanced 
he fell a victim to its fury. 

This ended the work of the incendiaries. The elements com- 
pleted the destruction, and the loveliest portion of Chicago was 
a wasted and dreary ruin. The results are more than had been 
anticipated, and not yet satisfactory. Many buildings that had 
been doomed escaped the fiery ordeal, while a large tract that it 
had been determined to spare is now a ruin. Retribution is not 
long in following the perpetrators of great crimes. ' Two of the 
ori^al founders of the organization in Chicago met death in the 
terrible conflagration they nad instigated, and I alone am spared 
to suffer worse than a thousand deaths from the stings of con- 
science. _ Seven of the men delegated to assist the fire in its 
progress also perished miserably in the heU they had conjured 
up, while two others are probably maimed for life. 

As for mj-self, I have httle hope of escaping vei^eance. The 
oath to which I subscribed carries with it the penalty of death 
in a form more horrible than any that has been visited upon 
mortal since the sun first rose over chaos. The organization is 
omnipresent, permeating every circle of society, each member 
being bound to mete out the penalty of the oath to any one who 
may divulge its secrets. This, its greatest of secrets, has been 
written under the load of a guilty conscience. Life has lost all 
its attractions for me, and I scarcely care to live, save to see the 
damage caused partly through my instrumentality repaired. But 
if it shall appear that I cannot escape from those who have al- 
ready involved me in so much misery, I will yet not die at their 
hands, bat will prefer to lie in accursed ground. 

P. S. — Let me add one word of warmng. Other cities, both 
in this country and Europe, have been threatened ivith fire." 
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That many of our prominent citizens believe in the genuine- 
ness of these revolutions, is demonstrated in their uaily couver- 
sation ; and it is by no means impossible that they are founded 
in truth. 
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BZ H. B. EUBB90S. 



For yearfl our beautiful city 
Has grown in her strengtli and pride, 

Strong as aa Indian warrior, 
Pair as a hunters bride ; 

Bat up from her hearts qoick thxobbing. 
List to our pitiM cry. 

"A Demon has been among as, 
Helpl or we earely die. 

"A Demon whose power i/as stronger 
Than the fltrength of our puny hands, 

' ' Who paused not to ask for favors, 
But took the wealth of oar lands: 

We fought him with desperate courage, 
He laughed at our ftaltlesa pain, 
. We begged him to spare oar treasures 
Alas! that we begged in vain. 

" Spate us McVickera temple. 
Home of dramatic art." 

The demon shrieked auS McVickera 
Was booked for its closing part. 

"Spare us our Tribune building, 
Stately and high and strong, 

"Whence the Messenger birds fly daily 
To battle against the wrong." 
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Tlje demon crept over the pavement 
And clutched at the pillars fuir. 

And only a heap of embers 
And a wreath of smoke wei-e there. 

" Spare us then Colyers pulpit. 
He has fought in the Lords good fight," 

"And every word he utters 
Ja an anvil stroke foe the right," 

"I am no respecter of person," 
Quoth the demon grim and dread, 

" And CoUjer can preach neat Sunday 
With God's blue sky o'er head." 
Thus hath the red browed Fire Fiend 

Stolen our treasures dear. 
Sucked out our hearts best life blood, 

And left lis to famish here. 

Gone are our Bhrines and altars, 

Gone ore the hopes we cherished, 
All in one hot breath wasted. 

All in a moment perished, 
Lost is the grain we garnered. 

Harvest of years gone by. 
Help us, for we are starring. 

Help! or wo Burely die. 
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Starj-ing op the Fii^t Lightning Ti\ain 



WITH BELIEF FOB CHICAGO. 



BY IT. S. EMBBSC 



From the desolating power, 

Of the fire fiend, hour by hour, 
We coTild see the stricken citj, crashed and smothered as she lay. 

We could hear her children crying, 

Homeless, helpless, weary, dying ; 
And we answered, "Of our bounty we will share with j^n to-day." 

So the engine dtunbly waited. 

With its strong hot breathing bated, 
While the twice ten thousand packages and bales and boxes oame, 

Brought in every form and fashion, 

By our wide awate compassion. 
For the sufferers who were writhing near their fierce baptism of fiame. 

Since the earliest flush of dawning. 

Through ike busy Autumn morning. 
Food and clothing had been gathered, and one qaaintbigbos: we found. 

Hustled in among the others. 
Labelled "For our starving brothers. In the care of S. F. Jr., 

God's Expressman ! Westward bound." 

" God's Bxpressman !" Each rude letter 

Told of labor's clinging fetter, [fraught,] 

On the clumsy hand that traced them, but the heart with love was 

And we gave our tribute cheery. 

Honor to the Prince of Erie, 
Blessings from the weak and weary, on the generona work he wrought. 

But the cars were packed, overfiowing, 

And the engine puffing, blowing ; 
While, with hand upon the throttle, stood the stem faced engineer; 

Tall and strong, all nerve and muscle, 

Heedless of the noise and bustle. 
Seeing well the work before him, with no sign or Uioaght of fear. 
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"Keady Sam ?" The grey eyes brightened, 

And the brawny hand clasp tightened, 
" Ecady Colonel I every man is at place to-ilny, I know," 

Said the Colonel quick and clear, 

To the waiting engiuoer, 
"What's the fastest time on record from New York to Bufi'alo ?" 

"We have made it in Twelve-twenty I" 

" Do it now in 'Leven-twentyT' 
"Aye ! Aye 1 Colonel!" came the answer with a hearty vim and powei 

" Start her Saml" and cheers were sounded. 

And the first long curve was rounded. 

And beyond our sight and hearing. 

Mid the blessing and the cheering, 
Westward flew the ti-ain of treasure. Forty, Fifty miles an hour. 

Westward still! We hear the echo! 

"Here is comfort for Chicago;" 
And through busy towns and vjlhiges, the laden coaches fly. 

Many a voice cried out " God speed them," 

And the pitying angels heed tliem. 
As apon their Heaven sent mission, quick as light they huny by, 

"In the Smifchfield light the fires," 

Said the message on the wires, 
ind we fancy swarthy fireman twice a hundred miles away, 

Listening for the long, low humming 

Of the ' 'Jamea Fiak Jr. " coming, t-^ 

Making fastest time oa record, on that memorable day. 

le who mourn the lessening atatare 

Of our modem homan nature. 
And the wiekedneaa and weakness of our cultured lives deplore. 

Cease your scoffing and your scorning, 

Think of that bright autumn morning. 
Think of all the generous wishes which the train of treasures hore. 

Henxt and hand had wrought together, 

Knowing not nor caring whether 
Friend or stranger would be succored by the bounty of their store. 

Every Iron horse was ready, 

Every driver firm and steady. 

Every whiatle rang a rally. 

Through the Suaqnehanna valley. 
And tho lif^tamg' b^ain sped onward. Forty, Fifty miles an hour. 
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HEA.TENLT CHABITY — SUBLIltE SYMPATHY. THE GREAT HEABT OF 

THK PEOPLE AEOUSED. IMMENSE D0NiTI0H8 FEOM ALT. 

PAfiTS OF THE COUNTRY, ETC. 

On the moming of tiie 9th of October, 1871, the telegraphic 
wires flashed to every part of this nation, and to nearly every 
portion of the civilized world, the shocking intelligence that 
Chicago was in flames, hundreds of lives had been destroyed, 
and ten thousand families were homeless, shelterless, scantily 
clad, and suffering intensely with cold, hunger, fatigue and fright. 
The whole world was appalled. The thrilling horror chilled 
every heart, and for a moment paralyzed every hand. Men 
stood aghast- at the starthng and terrific announcement, that 
acres of buildings were in embers and men, women and children 
terror-stricken, were fleeing for life, from what, but yesterday 
were comfortable and happy homes. It was difficult to realize 
the awful calamity. It seemed to be an exaggeration, and all 
hoped, at first, that it would prove snch. But later dispatches 
more than confirmed the previous intelligence ; and, ere mid-day, 
Mayor. Mason of the doomed city, had telegraphed to the Mayors 
of the principal cities in the country, the fact of the utter desti- 
tution of the people, and appealing for food, clothing and other 
necessaries of life. 

His touching appeal aroused the people to their senses. The 
great heart of humanity throbbed with the emotion. Heaven 
bom charity, that divine principle in man, which most resembles 
the author of his being, and which blesses the possessor no less 
than the recipient of his favors, in a moment was quickened new- 
ness of hfe in every heart throughout the nation and even across 
the broad Atlantic ; and a subhme, human sympathy, limited to 
no section, nation or race, to no party, creed or social condition, 
instantly was displayed in active word for relief. A portion of 
humanity, was suddenly and sorely stricken and afflicted, and 
purse-strings were loosened everywhere. In a brief space of time, 
the Mayors of cities had issued orders for the assembling of coun- 
cils; Presidents of Chambers of Commerce, and Boards of Trade, 
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Officers of Masonic, Otld Fellows, Temperaneo and other societies 
and Ministers ol different religious sects iiad notified their re- 
spective bodies to assemble for the purpose of taking immediate 
action in regard to providing for the sufFerings of the disti'essed 
people of the burnt district of Chicago. With alacrity the 
members responded to this call and ■when assembled, although 
hearts wore overflowing with generous sympathy and tongues 
were let loose in eloquent portrayal of the necessities of the 
people of a sister city, impovei'ished in a single night, by the 
destmctive ravages of the fiery clement, yet no unnecessary 
words were spoken, for aU felt that not a moment should be lost, 
if they would succor those in distress, in the hour of their direst 
need. Action, action, prompt and efficient action was the soul- 
stirring eloquence on those occasions. In accordance with the 
object of the gathering, in each case respectively, when some 
generous member would lead off with a resolution donating a 
sum, which under other circumstances would have been deemed 
a most exorbitant demand upon their treasury, ere the member 
had fairly pronounced the sum, another would spring to his feet 
and move to amend, by doubling the amount ; a third one would 
treble it, when a half dozen, aU at once, would amend the resolu- 
tion hy naming a sum at least four times as large as the original 
motion, so unselfish and generous had they become under the 
inspiration of this unparalleled calamity. Cities and towns all 
over the country, in tlieir corporate capacity, made haste to vie 
with each other, both in the amount of their donations, and the 
speed with which they should forward botli money and supphos 
to the tmfortunate, though brave and deserving city. 

FIEEMEN rEOM ABROAD. 
As the news was received that the firemen of Chicago were 
entirely overcome witli fatigue it became necessary that brave 
and skilful firemen in othe/ places should volunteer their servi- 
ces in this time of fearful need ; and hundreds of these unselfisli, 
couragous, and noble men, with their splendid steam fire-engines, 
from the principal cities within several hundred miles, were ■ 
quickly on their way to lend their utmost aid to stay the f tu-ther 
progress of the devouring flames; and, to encourage and assist 
the suffering citizens in every other way within their power. As 
delegation after delegation arrived, they were welcomed with 
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loud cheers and heartfelt thanks by the terribly afflicted citizens, 
who hailed them as friends indeed, because friends in need. But 
whep these noble men, with that cool bravery and discrimina- 
ting judgment, so pecuHar to ti-iedand experienced firemen, sta- 
tioned their engines, steamed up and commenced their attack 
upon *;he devouring element, they were enthusiastically cheered 
by the people, who greatfuUy acknowledged their efficiency and 
important and praiseworthy efforts. 

Each delegation of firemen also received pubHc acknowledge- 
ment of their invaluable services. 
OKEXAMPLED LIBERALTrY OF CITY GOVERNMENTS AND COItPORATICNS. 

City councils everywhere throughout the country, convened 
with the utmost promptitude and voted and forwarded donations 
of money and necessary articles, with unprecedented liberahty 
and extraordinary dispatch ; their hearts seeming to lie in their 
bands and their hands thrust deep into the treasury of the peo- 
ple, who, tor once, not only approved of the lavish expenditure, 
but were i-eady to urge their councilmen to give still more gener- 
ously. Every Chamber of Commerce probably in the Union, on 
receipt of the frightful inteUigence of the terrible fire, immediately 
held a special relief session and voted large sums of money, 
which were promptly forwarded to the proper authorities. 

Boards of Trade all over the land also convened with alacrity 
and poured out their treasures abundantly ; swelling greatly the 
funds which were to partially reheve the distresses of those who 
had thus suddenly lost their all, and were afflicted, as were never 
before so many persons in so short a time. 

Committees from the City Councils, Chambers of Commerce and 
Boards of Tradeof each city, were generally appointed to co-ope- 
rate with each other in the distribution of their donations, so 
that their charities would be the more effectual and speedy in 
rcheving distress. 

The overflowing sympatliies and mimificent charities of the 
people ail over the country, subhmely portrayed the generous 
impulses of humanity, and the grand fact that anoccasion only 
was needed to show that much of the angel still inhered to man^ 
Slajestically did the American people, upon this occasion, portray 
their relationship with angels. Masonic societies all over the 
country, prompted by the ties of brotherhood and holy princi- 
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pies of charity, were not tardy in convening nor niggardly in 
their donations of relief, and not dilatory in forwarding them to 
the sufferers, with brotherly assurances that those were but an 
earnest of what they would do in the future, in case of need. 
Odd-Fellows Lodges, inspired by the heavenly principles of 
" friendship, love and truth," resp<ffided nobly in behalf of the 
sufferers, sparing no efforts, and making no delay in dispatching 
their abundant contributions, while offering words of consolation 
and hope, and expressions of earnest and tender sympathy. 
The societies of " Good Men," " Eed .Men," Order of Pythias, 
Son of Temperance, Good Templars, and mutual benefit socie- 
ties of every other name, all made generous donations, forget- 
ing, for the time being, all selfish ideas and feelings, and having 
before them only the idea of a whole city in dire distress, ap- 
peahng for succor. They all offered words of cheer, flanked by 
grand donations of money, or what was equivalent. Corpora- 
tions, for once, if never before, proved that they were not de- 
void of souls, but stirred by human and generous sympathies, 
alive to the sufferings of humanity, and ready and wiUing to 
give hberally to reHeve their distress. 

Though thousands of our citizens were houseless and hungry 
on the desolate prairie, yet so utterly were we paralyzed by the 
stupendous shock, that people at a distance seemed to compre- 
hend our situation more readily and thoroughly than we did our- 
selves. 

"We knew not what to ask for, \j,ut hundreds and thousands 
seemed to know by intuition what to give, and assistance flowed 
in from the most unexpected sources and with the most unpar- 
alleled munificence. 

As early as daybreak on Tuesday morning the farmers and 
merchants from the towns near, as well as from the unburnt por- 
tions of the city, emptied their cellars and storehouses for our 
reHef, and r^ht grateful were we for their prompt and generous 
bounty. AH day long car-loads and wagon-loads of provisions 
were being brought m, while the active Relief Committee, organ- 
ized as by magic, received and distributed with wise discrimina- 
tion fliese truly wonderful gifts. 

Soon contributions came from greater distances : for days and 
weeks the tide flowed in, bearing almost unlimited supplies of 
food, clothing, and money, and for two months every day brought 



HD,redbyGOOgle 



cmOAGO AS rr was and as it ig. 211 

ita quota. The -whole amotrnt from the different states may be 
summed up in round nnmbers, as follows : 

UBEBAL CONTBIBDTIONS ?ROM THE TABIOUS STATES. 

Massachusetts, five hundred and fifty thousand. 

New York, four hundred thousand, 

Pennsylvania, two hundred and fifty thousand. 

Maryland, two hundred thousand. 

New Jersey, one hundred and eighty thousand. 

California, one hundred and sixty thousand. 

Connecticut, seventy thousand. 

Shode Island, fifty thousand. 

New Hampshire, forty thousand. 

Ohio, fifty thousand. 

Illinois, fifty thousand. 

Vii^;inia, thirty thousand, ' ■^~" 

- Kansas, twenty-eight thousand. 

Indiana, twenty-five thousand. 

Minnesota, twenty-five thousimd. 

Tennessee, twenty-four thousand. 

Maine, fifteen thousand. 

Louisiana, fifteen thousand. 

And every other state and territory in the TTuion gave propor- 
tionately, until the amount of money received by the Chicago 
Relief and Aid Society, up to December 1st, reached the grand 
sum of three millions. 

nUKOK LEGISLATUKE. 

Governor Palmer called a special session of the Legislature, 
to convene on the 13th of Oct, According to the constitution of 
the State the Legislature could not appropriate more than $250, 
000, but that, in addition to the millions outside, added much 
to reheve the terrible distresses of the people. They passed a 
bill to relieve Chicago of taxes for the present year, to the 
amount of $3,000,000, As this amount would have to be made 
up by other portions of the State, it is creditable to the State 
that there was no more grumbling from the press and people ; 
and that they generally so cheerfully acciuiesced in such a law. 
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RAILROADS. 

MAGNIFICENT T.TBPTtAT.TTY, 

Tte railroads gave free transportation to all -wLo wished to 
leave the city, and thousands of people availed themselves of the 
privilege thus offered, either to find shelter under friendly roofs, 
or seek reHef elsewhere. 

All our Railroad corporations did noble and generous work. 

Railroad companies in every part of the country, through 
their officers, at once announced to the public, that their roads 
were ready to transport goods of all descriptions, donated for 
the benefit of the sufferers, together with the properly appointed 
committees for their distribution, to Chicago, free of cost. And 
they all promptly and faithfully fulfilled their promises. 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT, 

The Committee on Subsistence and Eaih-oad Trains on behalf of 
the General Chicago Relief Committee desire to return thanks to 
J. McCreighton, Assistant Superintendent of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad, for the interest taken by him in reUeving Chicago suf- 
ferers, he having passed through, free of charge, over one 
thousand persons, and expressed a willingness to aid the Com- 
mittee in every way he could. They were also indebted to Mr. 
Unger, Manager of the Union Depot Hotel, for kindness s,hown 
and assistance rendered in taking care of the sufferers, he having 
furnished meals to over one hundred free of charge, and provided 
many others with meals at a rate merely covering cost, 

JOHN MOORHEAD. 

Reuben Miller, Chairman. 



All the roads leading out of Chicago, for days, carried free of 
charge such of the homeless as had friends in other places. 
And in every way possible for them to facOitate the distribution 
of charities, by carrying either donations, or authorized persons 
connected with the Rehef Committees, to or fro, they responded 
promptly and liberally. The same should be said of all the ex- 
press companies, they promptly aiding in transporting goods to 
Chicago from all points of the country. Indeed, tfiey were 
mighty auxilliaries in the gigantic work of feeding, clothing, and 
otherwise rendering comfortable a hundred thousand people, 
who in one night were stripped of their all. 
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At sunrise, the Eleventh of October, only two days after the 
fire, Col. James Fisk, Jr. mounted one of the splendid express 
wagons connected with the Erie Eail Eoad, and gathering up the 
reins, drove six in hand about New York City, receiving contri- 
butions, which were freely offered, and the more generously given, 
as the personal magnetism of Col. Fisk inspired every one he 
met with something of his own enthusiasm. 

At ten o'clock that moriiiag, seven cars heavily laden with 
supplies of all kinds were ready to start from the Erie Depot. It 
was there that the mammoth box was found msirked, " Care of 
James Fisk, Jr., God's Expressman." 

Mr. Crouch, who went with the train as super-cargo, aa well as 
the engineer, Samuel Walker, testify that all along the ronte 
crowds of enthusiastic people gathered at the principal depots, 
bidding the train God speed, and even attempting to throw par- 
cels upon the cars as they hurried by. This was the first light- 
ning relief train, and made unprecedented time. 

The name of the engine used on this occasion, in starting from 
New York, was the "James Fisk, jr." On the evening of that day, 
Col. Fisk wrote to the Mayor of Chicago as follows: 

*' We have received, since the departure of the Lightning 
Belief ti-ain this morning, over ten thousand consignments for 
the sufferers at Chicago. 

It is quite impossible to enumerate either the contents or the 
value 01 the packages gathered, but a person competent to judge, 
who inspectedthe goods forwarded by that train, estimated their 
cash value at not less than one hundred thousand dollars. We 
have, from appearances, as much, if not more, to receive to-mor- 
row, which we shall forward by our regular express trains. 
MUNIFICENCE OF NEW-YOEKERS. 

On the next day, the people of New York, not in the least 
having abated their interest in the Chicago sufferers, poured im 
contributions from every quarter. Immense supplies were fior- 
nished for consignment by the railroads, large numbers of persons, 
of every age and both sexes came to the railroad depots with 
packages of various sizes and descriptions. At t^e Erie depot 
clothing came in bundles, bales, trunks, vahses and cases. Boxes' 
and barrels formed by far the largest part of the offerings. Pro- 
visions were also contributed in abundance of every kind. One 
firm in Williamsburgh, a sugar refinery, gave one hundred and 
four barrels of crushed sugar. The contributions received by tha 
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Erie company alone amounted to about $100,000 per day for 
several days. 

At a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce of New Tork City, 
held on the 11th of October, $109,243.50 were raised, and 
832,082.00 reported for the day before, making a total of 
§181,325.50. 

Five thousand dollars were contributed from the funds of the 
Gold Exchange, and in addition the members subscribed quite 
liberally, especially, as many of them, as members of the Mer- 
chants' Exchange had previously subscribed large sums. Their 
contributions and those through the Drug Exchange Committee, 
were $12,086. The Wholesale Coal Traders, at a meeting on the 
same day subscribed |4,300 and a Committee was appointed to 
obtain further contributions. The total subscriptions by the 
Exchange up to tie 10th, were |-27,000, and of the Cotton Ex- 
change, §14,000. The Jersey City Board of Finance and Taxa- 
tion voted to issue one year bonds -for $50,000 for the relief of 
the sufferers. 

In the Academy of Music, Brooklyn, a mass meeting was held 
for the purpose of raising means for the relief of the sufferers. 

The amount of all tlie subscriptions, from every source, thus 
grandly commenced, reached an enormous figure. 

In thus giving some of the initial work in raising funds for the 
Chicago sufferers in the Metropolis of the country, wo give only 
what was done in every other city of the country, in proportion 
to its size, population and commercial and manufacturing 
importance. The total amount raised by the Chamber of Com- 
merce Committee of New York, reached the enormous sum of . 
§905,095,46. 

DONATIOSS BY THE TREsg. 

Robert Bonner, publisher of the New Tork Ledger, presented 
$10,000 to the pubhshers and news dealers of Ciiicago who had 
suffered by the fire, and Street & Smith of the New Tork WeeUy 
sent a private agent -with $10,000 to seek out and assist individ- 
ual dealers who had lost their all. 

Such generous deeds can never be forgotten. They merit and 
receive reward. These large-hearted men will find that they 
sowed seed in good ground, which will bring forth fruit a hundred 
fold. 

TVTien the news of the fearful eatastrophy reached Philadel- 
phia, Geo. W. Childs, proprietor of the Ledger, was absent, not 



HD,redbyGOOgle 




,db,Google 



H„i,db,Google 




,db,Google- 



H„i,db,Google 



CHICAGO AS IT WAS AND AS IT IS. 223 

having returned from his tour in Europe. His friends, however, 
knowing his benevolent nature, subscribed $5,000 in his name. 
A few days thereafter, Mr, Childs returned, and his first act was 
to ratify the act of his friends in respect to the donation. Few men 
are so proverbially liberal, that friends would dare to display 
such generosity in their names during their absence. But in this 
ease it was perfectly safe, there not being a shadow of doubt but 
he would approve of it. All honor to Goo. W. Childa. 

MUNIFICENCE OF CINCINS.^TXI. 

Cincinnatti, agreeably to her generous antecedents, on the 
occasion of the great calamity, sounded the depths of her benev- 
olent impulses and munificently poured forth her charities to 
alleviate the distresses of the suffering citizens of Chicago. 

Her city council was immediately convened by order of Mayor 
Davis, and with noble generosity voted to appropriate $100,000. 
The Chamber of Commerce held a special meeting, as did the 
Board of Trade, to institute measures of rehef, at which the 
members subscribed generously, which, together with the donar 
tions of citizens in tlieir private capacity, reached the splendid 
sum of $125,000. 

Immediately, on the receipt of the terrible news that their 
sister city was in flames, several of her best steam-fire engines 
were dispatclied to Chici^o, with a competent force of experi- 
enced firemen to manage them, under the efficient management 
of Miles Greenwood, which on their arrival did admirable 
service. Then, with all possible celerity, twenty car-loads of 
provisions were forwarded, with an efficient committee to super- 
intend their distribution. In order to make their contributions 
more efficient and lasting, so as to serve during the entire winter, 
they erected a spacious soup house at the rear of the freight 
depot of the Great Eastern Eailroad. To convey to our readers 
an idea of this splendid charity, we give below a description of 
the OisciNNATTi Soup House. 

The Cincinnatti soup-house, was located at the cor. of Green 
and Carroll streets. The building, a plain frame structure, 30x50 
feet, erected at a cost of $2,500. The machinery essential to its 
operation was simple and cheap. The soup was cooked in six 
large tubs, each fllled with pipes, through which the steam was 
admitted. The ingredients of the soup were beans, rice, barley 
and vegetables of all kinds. The cooking was thorough, and the 
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soup proLluced was not excelled by that ot the same kind furnished 
at the bust hotels in the eitj. The establishment has a capacity 
to lumish 10,000 gallons daily. 

The rule was to give each person oae-sisth of a gallon. About 
3,500 were daily served. This soiiphouse was the only point of 
supply. There was, however, another point of distnbiition at 
the Ibarracks, comer of Centre avenue aud Harrison street, where 
about half the amount was dealt out. Another place of distribu- 
tion was estabhshed on the North side. At the central soup- 
house it was furnished from 7 in the morning until 7 in the evening. 
A.t the barracks from 9 until 5. Seven-eighths of all those who ap- 
plied were women and childi'en whose husbands and fathers were, 
to a certain extent, occupied in the vai-ious industries of the city. 

The low rates at which people were fed will perhaps aston- 
ish most people when thev learn it. The entire cost of running 
this estabhshment was only $241.60 per week, including all con- 
tingents. For this sum they furnished 24,500 rations a week. 
This makes the soup about one cent per ration, or six cents per 
gallon. By increasing the amount it can be fui'nished for four 
and one-half cents per gallon, making the entire expense of feed- 
ing one person for a day not more than four cents, supposing 
the diet to be entirely of soup. 

The institution was under the especial superintendence of Kev. 
K Frankland, formerly connected with the Cincinnati Bethel 
and many other worthy ehaiities. It was supported by a fund 
of $25,000, set aside for that purpose from the special appropria^ 
tion made for Chicago relief by the Cincinnati Council, The 
advisability of seUing this soup at a very moderate rate to those 
who do not desire to receive it as a charity, has been considered 
and it is possible that some plan to accomplish that end may be 
adopted. 

It will thus be seen that the charity of Cincinnati was not only 
upon a grand scale, but conducted with intelligence, and upon 
such economical, and wise principles, that their benefits were 
timely, effectual and likely to continue as long as the necessity 
for them existed. 

ST. LOUIS NOBLY GENERODS, 

The people of St. Louis, also proverbial for their generous sym- 
pathies, came up gloriously to the work of relieving the distressed. 

Mayor Brown promptly convened the city council which voted 
to appropriate $50,000, But this sum was but a fraction of 
what her hberal citizens contributed. The ladies of St Louis, 
with commendable earnestness and indefatigable energy, set 
themselves to work in every way in their power to alleviate the 
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distressed. They gathered large quantities of clothing and 
other necessary articles, and promptly forwarded them under 
the charge of a committee of ladies. 

SISTEBS OF MEBCY. 

The executive committee received a letter from the Sisters of 
Mercy, residing in Twenty-third and Moi^an streets, offeiing to 
accommodate one hundred girls, seeking situations, if beds were 
provided by the committee. This was referred to the Ladies 
Executive Commitfee, 

Tlie followmg cortespondence ensued by telegraph : „ i ,n 

° MEiiPHia, Oct. li 

Hon, Jos. Bhown, Mayor : , , . j _ it™™ 

Persona rendered deatitute by the Chicago fire will be passed free, Worn H.nm- 
boldt to Memphis, on certificate issued by your authority, or by tbe anpeniitfiii- 
dettt of tha Iron Mountain or St Louis & Cairo Short Line railroadfl. 

J, F. jJOYD, onpt. 

LsiTESWOBTH, OoL 12. 

Hoi«. Jos. Browh, Mayor. Si Lonis : , j - 

Thanks for your dispatch- Have sent to Chicago iawc car loads of provisions 
and clothing. Comimttee leare immediately with ten thousand dollars m casa. 
AU ckisses are at work in behalf of the sufferers, and I can promise with safety 
thatLeaTenworth will swell her contributions to twenty thousand dollars. 

JOHN A. HALDBMAN, Mayor. 



OciOBEB 13. 



Jso. A. HALDBMiN, Mayor, Iieayenworth, Kansas : 

Your disimtch received for the Chicago destitute. Toa are doing nobly, ion 
are fully up to St. Louis in proportion to your population. Every one is now re- 
alizine that it is more blessed to gire than to.reoeive. 

^* ^ JOSEPH BKOWU, Mayor. 

Lkatenwoetb, Ks., Oct. 12. 
Mayor Bnows, and Citizens' Committee for Chicago Sufferers : 
Will leuture 13th. Dollar tickets, donating entire proceeds to Chicago. 

GEOEGE PEANCIS TRAIN. 

"'*'™' Oct 13. 

Geo. FBiscis TitAW, Wyandotte, Es. : „ i 

Your dispatch received proposing to lecture for benefit of Chicago sufierers, at 
one dollar each, signed Geo. Francis Train. _ 

The executivB committee desire ma to say that our people are m no mood to 
listen to lectures, but will gladly receive and forward any money you may wish to 
donate. JOS. BltOWN, Mayor. 

The work thus promptly begun in St. Louis, wi^ continued for 
days until the most pressing necessities were passed, she nobly 
doing her full duty. 

LOUISVILLE. 

Louisville did not fall behind her sister cities, Cincinnati and 
St. Louis, in active deeds of charity, but through the action of 
her city council, pubKc meetings, benevolent societies and efforts 
of her generous hearted citizens, made lai^e contribution, merit- 
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ing and receiving the public thanks of the authorities of Chicago. 

If it were not to repeat, in nearly the same language in each 
case, we might donate several pages to each city in the Union, 
in presenting to our readers the 'grand uprising of the people in 
this hour of frightful need. 

Every city did nobly, and of course, to a great extent, carried 
out nearly the same programme, bringing into requisition the 
municipal governments, Merchants Exchanges, Benevolent Socie- 
ties, Theatres, Ladies' Eehef Societies, etc. 

As so terrible a catastrophe tended to demoraliae everything, 
and produce the utmost confusion, by request of the Mayor, 
General Sheridan assumed command of the city, and through his 
wise, prompt, and energetic movements, brought harmony out 
of discord. "We give below an order of the general : 

" HEADijuiKTBBS OP MjuTAEi DIVISION OP JItssocRi, CHICAGO, October 12, 
To Lis Honor, tbe Mayor.— The preservation of the peace and good order of the 
city having been iutrnated to me, by your Honor, I nm happy to state tliat no case 
of outbreak or disorder has been reported, that no authenticated attempt in incen- 
diarism has reached me, and that the people of the city are calm, quiet, and well 
disposed. The force at my disposal is ample to maintain order should it be neces- 
sary to protect the district devastated by fire. Still, I would suggest to citizens 
not to relas in their watchfulness until (he Emonldering fires of the btimed build- 
ings are entirely extinguished. P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lieutenant GenezaL 
. HOUSES OP ■WORSHIP. 

As most of the houses of worship were destroyed, and fonds 
called for to rebuild church edifices as well as to relieve individ- 
ual cases of distress, an appeal was made to the Churches in 
all parts of the union and nobly responded to. 

At St. Patrick's Cathedral, New York, the very Eev. Dr. 
Starrs, Vicar General, read the following circular addressed to 
the Catholic Clergy : 

To THE RKTEKESD PiSTOES OP CiTHOUO CHDBCHKS IN THIS CiTT .—The Cry for 

help which comes to us in such piercing tones from the thousands of our feliow 
beings in Chicago, seated amid the ashes of their desolated cilj, without food 
or shelter, appeals so forcibly to every human heart, that there is not one, I am 
sure, having in his power to give relief, be it much, or be it little, that will not 
promptly do so with willingness and generous hand. In order that greater 
facilities may be offered to ail the members of our flock, for the espreesion of a 
great act of Christian charity, I hereby recommend that a coDeotion be made in all 
the Churches of the city on Sunday after next, a2d inst. ; due announcement 
to be made on next Sunday, The sums collected should be sent immediately to 
the chancery office, that they may be remitted without delay to succor the 



The Churches generally, throughout the country, did good 
■work in this hour of dire necessity. 
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Tlie Amencan Bible Society generously signified its intention 
to supply all sufferers from the fire with a copy of the Holy 
Scriptures, gratuitously. 

Rev. Dr. O. H. Tiffany's Church, St. Paul's, Newark, sent 
$1,500. Mcs. Tiffany coming to Chic£^o to assist in the distri- 
bution. 

The Ladies' Belief Committee of Phik'llelphia sent six large ^ 
boxes of clothing, and two containing women and children's 
shoes. 

Philadelphia sent $500,000 to Chicago, and Quincy, 111., 
$20,000 and a train load of provisions. 

Quito a number of the students at Tale College are from Chi- 
cago. One student of the CoUege is said to have lost $200,000, 
which he owned in his own right, while another, an orphan, has 
been reduced to penury from opulence. 

Action of the Officisls and Citizesb op Wabhiuqtos. 

WAEHraeroN, OcL 11.— The foUomng was telegraphed to BoBtoa to-day, -via : 
EiEcuTrTB MiNsiON, WflBhington, Oct. 11. 
To the Hon. Samud Hooper, Boston, Mass: 

Would it not be w^ll for the good people of iBoston to dispense with the cere- 
mony and expense of a public reception on the occasion of my visit to your city, 
and to appropriate BQOh portion of the fund set apart for that purpose as is deemed 
advisable for the relief of the suffereta by the Chicago disaster ? I am J^^^ 

The following was received here to-day ; 

Chicaoo, Oct 11. 
2'o E D. Totcnsend, AdjutanUGeneral, Washington i _ , . .. . 

There was some excitement here yesterday and last evemng, but it is now quiet- 
ing down. Soma of the troops from Learenworth and Omaha -'■■' ""•»'"■' '" 
haTO taken aU the necessary steps to ">-flt «"> cnTiflition of affai 

Supplies of tents from Jeffersonville, Ind, on Gen. Sheridan's 
requisition, were forwarded. Gen. Tan Vliet sent at 7^ tliis 
morning Major Hodges, of the Quartermaster's Department, m 
charae of a special train from Philadelphia, with blankets. 
They will reach Chicago on Thursday, and Gen. Shendan has 
been advised that there are more tents at Jeffersonville at his 

Every effort was made at once to prevent any delay in mails for 
the North-west. George S. Bangs, Supermtendent of the lUil- 
wav Mail Service, one of the oldest and most efdeient Post-ofliee 
men m the country, reached Chicago, and everythmg pos»ble 
■was done to reorganize mail service at once. 

Several Thousand dollars were raised to-day among the clerlis 
and employee of the Treasury and other Departments. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, this morning, received tele- 
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grams from London and Canada, inqniring if clothing, blankets, 
«c, tor tlio people of Chicago, TOuld be admitted free of duty, 
j'-.i 5'? '^ immediately replied that such goods wonld be 
admitted free, and gave the necessary orders to Collectors. 

Aeting-ttovemor Stanton issued a proclamation convening the 
liegislalive Assembly at once to legahzo a loan of »105,000 
for the relief of Chicago. Twenty-five thousand dollars on that 
Kicount was at once forwarded. T?he amount contributed in the 
i;oat-oifiee Department, July 11th, was »2,400, the Posl-master- 
beneraland 1- irst-Assistant Smith heading the list with liberal 
ISSn"?"'- ";;,„ ?''" ^'^ °' Supervising Inspectors contributed 
WJU, bemg »20 for each member of the board. Various meas- 
ures were taken to increase the subscriptions by benevolent 
associations, churches, concerts, theatrical performances, fc 
Ihere seems httle doubt that the District of Columbia wiU in the 
aggregate, contribute not less than $150,000. 

THE TVPOGRAPeiCAL UNION. 

At a Special meeting of the New York Typographical Union, 
the sum of $2,000 was appropriated for the relief of the members 
ot the Chicago Printers' Union who were left destitute by the 
fire. A resolution was also adopted requesting the President of 
the National Typographical Union to caU on the subordinate 
Unions under his jurisdiction to take immediate action for the 
relief of the members. 

The Typographical Unions elsewhere did their proportion of 
Charitable work, although we have not the data to present to our 
readers the amount, or even an approiimation to it, which the 
Umonsin the country contributed in the aggregate. 
JUVENILE GENEROSm. 

At one of the schools in Pawtuoket, E. 1, the children were 
given a recess to go home and bring whatever wearing apparel 
they had to spare, to be forwarded to the Chicago sufferers. One 
of the little girls on going home for her share, found that her 
mother had stepped out. Overflowing with generosity, she con- 
cluded that it was all right and she would help herself. She 
accordingly packed up all her dresses and every other article of 
apparel of which she was in possession, save those she was wear- 
ing, and with a countenance beaming with joy because she deemed 
that she had performed a praiseworthy act, presented them to 
the Committee, who, of course, packed them with the rest and 
sent them away. 
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When the little girl's mother came to look for a change of 
clothes for the child after school, the disoovery was made of 
what had been done, when the consternation of the family can 
better be immagined than described. The little girl, with the 
atmostsang/roid imaginable, said she "had been sent home for the 
clothes and guessed she wasn't going back without them." We 
opLne that the mother of so generons-beaxted a child waa not 
herself deficient in kindly and charitable impnises ; and, there- 
fore, although put about for the time to obtain a re-supply, within 
her inmost heai-t she blessed ber Httlo darling for the noble deed. 

Had a tithe of interesting incidents like the one just related 
been brought to light a Tolume much lai^er than this could be 
fiUcd with them alone, which would be a monument of glory to 
the nation that produced so many angelic natures, so exhalting 
to humanity and so creditable to the race. The pure gold will 
show itself at intervals, the diamond will sometimes come to the 
light and display its luster, though hidden for years. 

EELIEP SOCIETIES. 

Hundreds of Relief Societies were speciallj improTised in 

every part of the country, all doing noble and efficient work. 
During the week of the firo meetings were called in. nearly all the 
churches to take action in regard to the sufferers ; and, on the 
following Sunday, nearly all the pastors of churches in the land 
delivered sermons upon the unprecedented calamity, some of 
which were eloquent in the extreme ; nearly all breathing the 
true spirit of benevolence, and giving an earnest exhortation to 
their congregations to give liberally to those so suddenly re- 
duced from affluent and comfortable circumstances to penury. 
To the credit of their hearers those appeals were responded to 
majestically, and large sums of money were raised in the 
churches. In addition to the money raised for general relief 
the churches took action in regard to relieving the distresses of 
individual members of their respective denominations who were 
in want, and too sensitive to make their wants known to the 
General Committee. 

HONOK TO THE LADIES. 

The ladies, ever foremost where real suffering demand their 

symathy and attention, promptly formed jReHef Societies, within 

and outside of their church oi^anizations, and solicited donations 
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of money, clothing, b6ddiiig,aiid every other article -which could be 
fon\-arded to, or used, ia the ill-fated city. They also contributed 
and solicited donations of different materials to be made up, and 
with their sewing machines and dexterous fingers, soon converted 
them into wearing apparel for men, women and children, or into 
articles of bedding, which by their own committees were speedily 
dispatched by rail ; and, in some instances, brave and philanthi'o- 
pic women left the comforts of home to assist for days in the 
distribution of those articles, to those they deemed most deserv- 
ing and needy. A more sublime spectacle of true charity was 
never before enacted in so brief a space of time. 

The outpouring of money, food of every description, and every 
nameable article of human necessity, was inconceivably enormous. 
It was indeed a magnificent display of generosity. There was 
something grand, magestie, almost God-like, in it. The fire was 
mighty in its devastation, but the people of the country, mightier 
still, in the marvelous promptitude and rapidity with which they 
furnished and forwarded the grand relief. 

A STRIKING INCIDENT OP GENEBOSITT. 

The following, individual case, so beautifully exemplifies true 
charity and large-heartedness on the part of Mr. Hudson and 
his wife, that although they may not thank us for thus pubhcly 
using then- names, we feel impelled, in justice to true benevo- 
lence, to thus far offer our tribute of appreciation for their gen- 
erous deeds: 

E. A. Soively, of the Macotipin Enquirer, has tMs Etorj concerning Ed. Hud- 
eon and the Clncago Srs : 

A day or two before leaving Peoria, we heard a good one on Mr. Ed. Hudson, 
Kuperintendent of the P. P. & J. Eailroad and a gentleman well known to railroad 
men. Upon hearing of the burning of CluGago, his first act was to telegraph to 
all agenta to transport free all provisions for Chicago, and to receire such articles 
to the exclusion of height. He then purchased a number of good hams and aent 
them home with a request to his wife to cook them as soon as possible, eo thej 
might be sent to Ghict^o. He t^en ordered the baker to put up fifty loaves of 
bread. He was kept busy during the day until five o'clock. Just as he was sfart- 
ing for home the baker informed him tMt tJie hundred loaves of bread were ready. 

"But I only ordered fllty," said Ed. 

"Mrs. Hudson also ordered fifty, "said the baker. 

" All right," said Ed., and be inwardly blessed hia wife for the generous deed. 

Anmng at home he found his little boy dressed in a fine cloth suit, carryii^ in 
wood. He told him that would not do, he must change hia clothes. 

"But mother sent all my olothea lo Uhieago," replied the boy. 

Entering the house he found bia wife clad in a fine ailk dress, superintending 
the cooking. A remark in regard lo the matter elicited the information that she 
had sent her other dresses to Chicago. 

The matter was getting serious. He sat down to a supper without butter, be- 
cause all that could be purchaaed had been sent to Chicago. There were no 
pickles— the poor souls in Chicago would relish them so much. 
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A little "pnt out," but not a. bit angry or disgnstetl, Ed. Tent to tbe wardrobe 
to get hia overcoat, but it was not tbere. An interrogototy revealed tlie fact that 
[I fltted the box real well, and ha needed a new overcoat any way, although he bad 
paid $50 for the one in qaestion only a few dayH befora An examination revealed 
that all the rest of the clothes fitted the boi real nicely, for not a " dud " did be 
posseEs except those he had on. 

While he admired the generosity of his wife, he thought the matter was getting 
ntirely too personal, and he tamed to her with the characteristie inquiry : 

"Do you think we can stand an '•encore" on that Chicago fire?" 

But this generous sympathy in this sudden affliction was not 
^isnfined to the United States. The neigliboring provinces of 
the British Dominions were equally liberal, their people sending 
out donations in great abundance, of every description. Army 
tents and blanket in large numbers were supplied by dtder of 
the home government. Meetings were also promptly held in 
London and other cities of Great Britain, and in all prominent 
cities over Europe, and '.arge amounts of money subscribed; The 
British People responded liberally, nobly, grandly ; for which 
the American people wUl ever hold them in kind and grateful 
remembrance. 

EFFECT OF THE NEWS DJ ENGLAND — ACTIVE MEABUEES TAKEN FOR 
THE RELIEF OF THE SUFFEREES. 

London, Oct 11. — The chief topic of interest here in all cir- 
cles, is the calLtmity which has overtaken Chicago. At Clubs, 
exchanges, news-rooms, in the parlors of hotels, everj'wtere 
where men were assembled, the appalling disaster was talked 
about, and the brief account transmitted through the cables dis- 
cussed. At first the telegrams were regarded as greatly exagger- 
ated ; but as each succeeding dispatch confirmed and increased 
the extent of the losses, and private advices began to be re- 
ceived, a feeling of deep sympathy ivas aroused, and a desire 
was manifested to contribute in some effective manner to the re- 
lief of the suff&rers. Tliis disposition was quickly directed to 
the proper channel by prominent gentlemen and firms opening 
subscription lists and volunteering to receive and forward con- 
tributions. Hon. Hfgh McCullooh, J. S. Moeg.^n & Co., and 
other American bankers, were among the first to take active 
measures in this behalf. 

At Liverpool a Committee was organized and dispatched a 
cargo of food and clothing. 

Mr. ScHESCK, the United States Minister, issued an invitation 
to all Americans in and near London to meet at the Langham 
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Hotel for tho purpose of organizing relief coraTnittees. Gen. 
Adam Badeau, the United States Conaul-General, sent a circular 
to all the Consuls and consular agents witliin his jurisdiction, 
requesting their nctive aid and participation in the work of collect- 
ting and forwarding contributions from their respective tern tones. 

The Times had a leader on the subject, deploring the fire, and 
hoping the dispatches magnified the loss ; expressing faith in the 
energy of Americans, and in tho resources of Chicago, and ear- 
nestly wishing that the. unfortunate city and its suflering inhabi- 
tants might promptly recover from the efiects of the disaster. 

Other journals made the same topic prominent. Several of 
them recalled the munificence of America to the starving people 
of Lancaster, and declared that Englishmen must not only repay 
that generous kindness, but must aid to restore the city -which 
has been regarded as a monument of American enterprise. 

The EngKsh papers, immediately after the fire, came to us with 
copious accounts of sympathetic meetings held in the prineipaJ 
cities of the United Kingdom. 

Birmingham was the first in the field, and, while the flames 
were still ravaging the unfortunate Garden city, held a meeting 
in their splendid Town Hall, presided over by the Mayor, at- 
tended by a large number of the most pubHc spirited citizens. 

The generous action of the meeting was moved by Mr. Good- 
man, and seconded by Mr. Gem. Gems of goodness they certainly 
displayed, and they have scintillated across the board Atlantic, 
and sparkle still with such brilliancy that there is no probability 
that their luster will fade, or their light cease to illuminate the 
paths of humanity, so long as the world stands? Such gems of 
goodness, more precious a hundred-fold, than diamonds of the 

first water, are rich jewels upon the brow of our sister nation 

or, perhaps, more endearing, our mother country — and will draw 
and bind us to her with an indissoluble tie. 

On the 11th of Oct., the Home Government sent a cable dis- 
patch to the authorities in Canada, to offer to Chicago all the 
military tents and blankets in the Dominion. 

The subscriptions throughout the kingdom were very exten- 
sive, and evinced the earliest and most generous and sympathet- 
ic feehngs of the English people toward the people of the ill- 
fated city, and, in fact, toward tho entire people of the country. 



HD,redbyGOOgle 



CHICAGO AS IT WAS AND AS IT IS. 241 

THE CAPITAL OF THE GERMAN EMHBE CONTEIBUTE $25,000 TO 

THE CHICAOO 8UFFEKEES— 1NTERE3TIKG CORRESPONDENCE 

BETWEEN C. 8. COKSDL KEEISMASN AND MAYOB MASON. 

The German people responded also in a generons manner, large 

snms having been raised and promptly forwarded. We append 

the following : 

On the 17th of October, only eight days after the great fire, 
Messrs. Hardt & Co., of New York city, forwarded to Mayor 
Mason, of Chicago, their draft for $15,000, contribated by the 
people of Berlin, Prussia, in aid of the sufferers by the fire. This 
splendid gift was duly acknowledged by Mayor Mason in a letter 
to the Chairman of the Chicago Belief Committee at Berlin, as 
was also the subsequent donation of $10,000 more from the same 
source. Still later the following letter was received from the 
United States Consul at Berlin : 

Beblin, Oct. 20, 1871- 
To His Honor the Mayor of the City of Chicago : 

Sib : The appaUing calamity that iaa befallen onr beloved Chicago, inyolying 
anch destruction of use and beauty, of oommeroe, ciTilization Bud progress, as has 
never been recorded in human anualB, has awakened earnest and genuine sympa- 
thy throughout (til Germany. The burning of our great and beantiftil city, the 
grandest and most eousjiieuous monument of the genius and euterprise of the 
American people, under free and liberal institutions and government, is justly 
considered a national, not a mete local calamity. It is felt that a long and cruel 
train of horrors and sufferings muBt follow the awful destruction that has swept 
over the ill-fated city; and everywherefOnda have been and ate being raised for the 
relief of the vast necessities of your destitute and stricken people. Being one of 
your citizens, allied to Chicago by many associadons of public services and friend- 
ship, and glorying in its marvelous growfll, prosperity and splendor, the horror of 
the announcement of its sudden destruction by fire unspeakably shocked and 
ovetwhelwed me ; but feeling that I must do whatever little there might be in my 
power toward aiding and assisting my fellow citizens in their dire distiesa, I 
promptly took steps to oj^anize a relief committee here, and, thanks to the ready 
response to my appeals, we have thus far given orders to Messrs. Hordt & Co., of 
New York, to pay to your order the sum of $25,000, which the committee trust 
you have promptly received. 

Amoi^ the contributors to the fund are found the Empetor and Empress, the 
Queen Dowager, and the Crown Prince and Crown Trincess. The Empress, to 
quote the language of the letters transmitting me the donations, given in " grate- 
ful reaiembr,ince of the sympathy displayed by America during the lata war, "and 
the Crown Prince and Crown Princess -'in grateful acknowledgement of the 
friendly feelings which America most efBeiently manifested for the German war- 
riors during the conflict with France, and in heartfelt sympathy for the inhabi- 
ianta of Chicago smitten by terrible misfortune." m 

Our coUcotioDs are still going on and promise additional results. To enable the 
committee to properly aoooant to the eontribntors for the sums received, I am 
directed to respectfully ask your Honor to make suitable acknowledgement of the 
receipt of the amounts transmitted lo you from Berlin. In the meantime we all 
here feel that the people of Chicago, though grievously tried, and well nigh over- 
come, have not aud will not lose hope and heart, and with the help of God, and 
by their undaunted courage, enterprise, skill, and energy, will rebuild and restore 
their city !o even greater wealth, usefulness and splendor — a eonsumation most 
fervently to be desired and hoped for. I Lave the honor to be, sir, jour obedient 
servant. 

H. Kdetsu^nh, United States Consul. 
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Oaiciao, Nov. 21, 1871. 
H. Kreiamann, United States Consul, Berlin : 

Sib : ¥oiir lotter of October 20, advisiiig jne of the remittance to Messrs. Hardt 
& Co., otNew York, of I25,OOC from the ReUef Committee of Berlin for the ase of 
the destitute of Chicago, is duly received. Oiitlie91stof October I acknowledged 
to Messrs. Hardt 4 Co., and to the Berlin commitf«e, tlie receipt of $15,000 of the 
above sam, and on the 2nd of this month noknowleilgment was made of the re- 
maimna $10,000. For this proof of the active sympatliy of the people of Berlin fol 
ihose who were almost ready U> perish, permit us to offer jou, on thuir behalf, 
most heart-felt gratitude. The unprecedented calamity of the 8th and 3th of 
October, whicb stripped 100,000 people of all tbeir worldly poasessions, has still 
left upon the books of the Relief Society (which has now the management of this 
great charity) not less than eeyenty-flve thousand men, women and children, 
dependent for their daily bread, for shelter, and sufficient clothing, upon public 
charity. To care for this multitude, with any efBoiency wonld have been utterly 
impossible but for the generous sympathy and aid which this calamity has called 
forth from all parta of the civilized world. This wide spread beneficence, it is 
hoped, will help ua to carry the people through the long winter before us without 
essential suffering ; and your Relief Committee, will understand how thankfully 
their large contribution is received. A. very large proportion of the sufferers by 
the flea are Germans, who, especially, will be deeply sensible of the kind exertions 
of yourself and the other members of the comiaitteo to relievo their excessive 
wants. I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

R. B. Mason, Mayor, 

The Empress Augusta of Germany, contributed a thousand 
thalurs {S800) for the relief of the Chicago sufferers. 

THE CnlNAMES's CONTBIBUTIONS FOE CHICAGO. 

The San Francisco, Alta says that when the Committee in 
that city to solicit contributions from the Chinese merchants for 
the relief of the Chicago sufferers made known the object of tlieir 
Tosit the response was a credit to the representatiyes of that race, 
who have been treated with indignity on so many occasions, and 
are liable at any time to be assaulted when passing through the 
streets. In one ease an intelligent merchant said to the collect- 
ors : " Me leadee in Aita, Melican man town all same hap gone 
— bumee up. Melican man wautee dollas ; some time poor 
Melican man strikee Chinaman with blicbs ; Chinaman no care. 
Alle people Chicago losee evcrj'thing — ^wifee and childlen burn 
out. Chinamen say alle same my eountree peoplee — wantee 
Lhelp. How muchee dollas you wantee? Hundled dollas? Allee 
hght ; you not find enough money commee again, give another 
hundled." The contributions thus given by the merchants 
reached $1,200. Not bad for the " Heathen Chinee." 

CHICAGO EEUEF AND AID SOCIETr. 

In order to facilitate and judiciously distribute donations for 
the relief of the sufferers, the Chicago Belief and Aid Society 
■was formed at once. Wirt Dexter being made chairman, and 
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Geo. M. Ptdhnari, treasurer. The society did noble and efficient 
■work ; and, through ita instrumentality, donations from abroad 
were no doubt more properly, beneficially, and satisfactorily 
divided. This society had its various committees -which co- 
operated with the committees for distribution from abroad, and 
generally working with great cordiality and harmony ; aU con- 
scientiously laboring to reHeve the distresses of those around 
them, which was nobly done by the prompt collection and dis- 
bursement of $2,051,023,56, with arrangements for extending 
this munificent sum to $3,000,000. This includes the funds in 
the hands of the New York Chamber of Commerce, amounting 
to about $600,000, and the balance of the Boston fund, about 
$240,000, both amounting to $840,000 not yet placed to the 
credit of this Society, but which may undoubtedly be relied upon 
to meet the demands of the future. As to our disbiirsements, 
we can only say that we are at present aiding 60,000 people at 
regular distributing points. Some of this vast number we re- 
lieve in part only, but the greater portion to the extent of tlieir 
entire support. This is in addition to the work of the special 
Belief Committee for people who ought to be sent to the gen- 
eral distributing points, and which is lai^ely increasing upon our 
hands. It is only in addition to the expenditures of the com- 
mittee on existing charitable institutions. 

The great matter pressing upon the committee is shelter for 
the coming winter. "We may feed people durii^ the mild 
weather, but where and how they are to be housed — perma- 
nently housed — we regard as the serious question. To this end 
we have been aiding those burned out to replace comfortable 
houses upon their own, or leased lots, where they can hve, not 
only this winter, but nest summer, and be ready to work in re- 
building the city. Of these houses — ^which are really very com- 
fortable, being 16 by 20 feet, with two rooms, one 12 by 16 feet, 
and one 8 by 16 feet, with a planed and matched floor, panel 
doors, and good windows — we have already furnished over 
4,000, makir^ permanent homes, allowing five for a family, for 
20,000 people, and with the 7,000 houses which we expect to 
build, shall have homes for 35,000 people. These houses and 
some barracks, in both of which there is a moderate outfit of 
furniture, such as stoves, mattresses, and a little crockery, wiU 
consume $1,250,000, leaving $2,200,009, with which to meet all 
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tlie demands for food, fuel, clothing, and general expenses, from 
the 13th of October last. 

By this statement we see tlie gigantic proportions of the work 
in which they were all engaged. That they conscientiously and 
faithfully performed their work there is no question. That thej 
have been miarepreaented and slandered, while doing theii 
utmost for the good of the sufferers, is but the usual fate of true 
philanthropists; and we rejoice that, notwithstanding they have 
received abuses, which, in nearly, if not every ease, were entirely 
unjust, they have pursued their work with an eye single to the 
great object before them, trusting to the future, to set their work 
and motives in the true light. As this Society is composed of 
high-minded, honorable, and competent men, whose reputation 
is dear to them, and who have undertaken this responsible and 
Herculean task voluntarily, working night and day to relieve the 
distressed, the pubho outside of Chicago may rely implicitly 
upon their faithfully and justly performing their whole duty; 
and performing it as well as it can be done by human instruments 
until their work is aceompKshed. Their ability to do the work 
before them is undoubted. Of their integrity there is no ques- 
tion. Some of the instruments they at first used in their mighty 
tvork no doubt were worthless and woi^e than worthless ; but 
experience corrected such mistakes. 

This Society estabhshed depots in different districts of the city 
for the reception of suppHes, that they might distribute them to 
the needy with more facility. There was also a special relief 
Committee,.doing their whole duty. 

CHARITY OP THE EIGHT STRIPE — WOMAN'S INDUSTBIAL AID SOdETT. 

Some of the ladies and gentlemen connected with the various 
Churches of Chicago effected an organization to give reUef, by 
light and agreeable employment, to women and children who 
had become straightened in their circumstances by the fire, but 
who prefered to acquire subsistence by tlieir labor, rather than by 
the charity of others. This common sense, timely, and excellent 
movement, was inaugurated on the 28th of October, at the old 
building, widely known as St. John's Protestant Episcopal 
Church, Union Park. No Society was ever organized in Chi- 
cago so unselfish and devoid of sectarianism as this. Its plat- 
form broad enough for all to stand upon. The mearaPW sus- 
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tainitig it was ample ; the room well fitted for tlie purpose, and 
the siiperintendeiits overflowing with kindness. 

Thousands of cultivated and refined women were thrown 
out of employment by the burning of stores, offices, and factoiies, 
and this society provicied the means to enable them to still earn 
a livelihood, without being subjected to the humUiation of re- 
ceiving charity. Many women who were heretofore obliged to 
work at starvation prices, to the shame of their employers, were 
by the aid of this Society able to earn remunerative prices. 
The "Work of the reUef society is enormous, extending over many 
miles, and in all its departments embracing from 50,000 to 75,000 
people. 

MISS BAETON AST) CHICAGO. 
Miss Barton, who has done so much for the suffering and help- 
less ones in this and the old world, but who was in Paris, France, 
when our fearful conflagration took place, wrote a letter full of 
sympathy and consolation. 

Pew persons better comprehend the terrible situation or would 
be more competent to labor in this needful yet noble work. Our 
people remember with pride and lasting gratitude the good work 
she did in the field and in the hospitals during our terrible war ; 
and since the conflict of arms between France and Pmssia, Miss 
Barton has often been heard of at Strasbourg, Metz, and Paris. 
In a letter from Paris, upon the receipt of the awful news from 
Chicago, she says : 

" My soul was darkened and my heart wrung by the intelli- 
gence. For the last twelve months I have stood only in tlie 
ashes of burned and destroyed cities, working among the shelter- 
less, naked, and starving inhabitants. In Strasboui^ I found 
' 20,000 people without a roof, or bread, or fire, or clothes, or work. 
I worked with them until all were housed and clothed. Forty 
thousand warm garments were made by their own hands, and 
they were saved from beggary. When I entered Metz I found 
40,000 people too weak to riot. They stared vacantly, tottered, 
and fell, like old men and women, or little children. Seven 
months after this, when I stood among the smoking piles and 
vaults of Paris, and its twice ruined thousands, I felt it was time 
I found an end of such scenes and such labors. I thought I had 
learned my lesson." 

The appalling news of a greater calamity than all these having 
reached her, the whole promptings of her sympathetic nature 
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again teU her she must do and dare slih longer for Bnffering 

Hor serrioes are promptly offered to our citizens, if needed 
Jnst now the people of Chicago are tolerably comfortable, owmg 
to the large-heartedness and noWe generosty of the people every- 
ii-liere thronghout the country. Eat a long, cold, dreary winter 
is before them, and if charities are not constantly kept np before 
hprmg there will be sirfferings beyond all computation. Pood 
IS abundant in the West and very cheap, comparatively speaking, 
and It the Belief Committees judiciously expend the monies at 
their disposal, probably there is no necessity of any persons sul- 
lermg from hunger. The greatest needs are comfortable shelter, 
clolhmg, and fuel. These must aH be provided for thousands 
until next June, when the milder weather wffl naturally reheve 
many necessities. It is the work of this nation, to see that aH 
these thmgs are amply supplied. Everybody can help some. 
Miss Barton, possessing knowledge, and having had experience 
m tills particular line, far beyond nearly aH others, her services 
would be of the greatest value in organizing and conducting a 
grand system of benevolence having for its task the feeding, 
clollimg and housing of thousands of men, women and chndren 
for many long and cheerless weeks. By .,11 means, she and aU 
other noble philanthropists like her, should be cordiahy and 
thankfully mvited to help the good, though arduous work. There 
18 no estimatmg the worth of the grand sympathies and glorious 
chanties which this awtnl calamity has developed not only hi 
this country, but all over Europe. 

PEKSOSAL. 
Robert Oollyer, the ceiebrated and brave Chicago preacher, whom the fire 
loft nolhmg but hi. courage and hi, opportunities, «,,. he don't know 
anjthmg about the rtory that the .tadeut. of ComeU Cmvcr,ilj. Lave 
mvitodlrimlo make a "first ola,, hoi.o .hoc," for which tlicj will pay 
h,m 52,000, the laouej- to go lo relievo the Chicago .uttcror. or toward, the 
buiUmg of a uewruitr Church He Mem. lo wish it wore true, however 
as must all his friends, and says : ' 

"T write this to stop the thing if it be bogus, or tohunwit along if it 
bo real ; because I un now ready to go lo workrigbl ofi^al the prioe ntmed, 
and wliou I have made one shoo for tlio Corueh boys, price »2,000, and 
got the money into tiie trcasniy of the Keliet and Aid Society, I will rel 
dnce my price one-halt and mdio as many more u, the whole world has a 
mmd to order and apply the whole income of the same to rebuildmg first 
my church and then mj home." There is a chance that Collyer-. hor.. 
shoes may Ije in demand. "' 
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TOOCmNG ■WOEDS OF THANKS. 
ONB OP THH B4BIB8 BOBN ON THE PBAIRIK. 

Mr. John A. Nolan, fonnerly of Boaton, writes to Mr. O. W. Newcomb, 
of that city, as follows : 

" Mt Deab Fkiend.— Tou doubtless think of my family and self as ieai. 
I am hnppy to inform you that my wife and my babe are now well. Our 
little daughter (our first bom) waa bom in Lincoln Park on Sunday morn- 
ine, the 8th inst. I made a home of my coat, a sheet that a neightor 
kindly loaned me, and a high hat that I picked up near our location. We 
were boarding at the Sherman House, but had to flee and leave everytiung. 
I was even left without my hat. , , , , „ - , 

" God bless the Boston folkal and bnt for a warm bed and clothing from 
TOUT noble city, my wife would now have been dead. A pair of blankets 
foom Boston was brot^ht to us in our hour of peril, thus saymg the life of 
my wife and little one. How acceptable the food has been, too ; but hun- 
dreds about ua have nearly died from over eating, as well as f roiQ exposure. 
The first thing I got to eat was a 'Boston cracker. I enjoyed it better 
than I ever enjoyed a dinner. I had a httle money m my vest pocket, 
which will keep us a long while. We have a tent now, and are very comfor- 
table, and should be perfectly happy if we only knew the fate of our dear 
mother, who is misamg. 1 preaumQ we never shall. , . . , , 

"Itrust yon wiU pardon the writing, for it is accomphshed under many 
difBculties. We shall always bless your people for their great kmdnesa. 
Three cheers went up for Boston from our little crowd iMt night. A little 
bundle of baby clothes was brought to us last night, with a label : if rom 
the Christian Union of Boston." In the bundle was everything, even to a 
nursing bottle, a very acceptable article, which we were obliged to use. 
God UesB the hands that did up that bundle; a mother must have done it. 
We caU our baby Eva Boston, and we hope she may grow up to bless the 
donors of the first outfit. 

GWt. P. H. BHEBIDAH. 
The following notice being given in the New York BeraU, so 
iuat to a brave and ef&cient of&cer whose promptness is one of 
Ma chief characteristics, with pleasure we make room for it m 
this volume : 

In the terrible ordeal through wMch the ill-fated city of Ohioago has 
just passed, there appeared one man, at least, who, while the fiery tide 
swept over the city, was cidm, collected, and aelt-controUed amid the ex- 
citement prevaiKng aU around him. That man was General Shendan. 
Aa at Wmchester he arrived in time to rally hia army and infuse spirit m 
his retiring soldiers to renew the struggle which secured them a glorious 
victory, BO his presence at Chicago, when the city was wrapped in flames, 
had the effect of inspiring the almost despairing citizens with tke hope 
that all was not yet lost. Self-controlled, determined, and vigilant, the 
hero of the Shenandoah Valley played apart in batthng with the flames in 
the Garden City of the West, which will add to his renovm and caiwe his 
name to be stitt more warmly cherished in the memory of his countrymen. 
With his handful of men he accomplished wonders.^ Fighbng fire wth 
fire destroying to prevent greater destruction, blowing up buUdmgs, the 
ruins of which wef e to serve as barricades against the fast consuming 
flames. General Sheridan contested every inch of its advance, j^ if Heaven 
itself smiled on the resoluteness with which the brave soldier fought for 
the safety of the homes of the unfortunate Chicagoans, it let faU copious 
torrents of rain to aid the atrugglers, and thus the conflagrahon was stayed. 
But the labors of the soldier were not ended. Thousands o! homeless 
men, women, and children, were without a place to lay their heads and 
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witW food to appease the craTinga of huDger. For a second time d.^T 
Sl»„dan-. IhoagUMoess aad army'oxporieneo eo™L the ",1?^ Tto 

"hveen th^ Si, w \ , .?'" '»?P»™J "M Mdged OTOr the Intern 
first h™,SL^ f° "' f'1^^'' calamity andSe receptton of iS 
nltr^Tt V ffS °' "" F"!"'' "' 1" »"• »•«<■«; »ho have 
never jet been deaf to the appoala of inffering or mirfortone. 

EJSDEANCE COMPANIES. 

AllWh heavay faxed, rith commsndabte riralry tliey 
toegraphed from every part of the countty assurances of the? 
I^Jf?'- ?8'Mmmi'tioii to pay OTery dollar to those hold- 

ing Pohcie. ; al.., the only thing ieft to thousands, who, but a 
lew days before, were estimated to bo immensely wealthy AH 
the great companies, immediately eommeneed to settle ui, and 
assured the people of Chicago thai all liabilities would be paid 
as quickly as they could possibly be adjusted. ^ 

Vt course, many insurance companies, m and outside of 
busiS snomons habihties were obhged to suspend 

Inli" l°!'°T™*' ■"" ^™ ""^ ""^'" ™ '^"- »' tlio enormous 
losses ol the insurance companies, summing up about $90 000 000 
The 7«.«>-mce SpecUor on the 10th ol Nov. issned a table .howioi the 
ageresjl. losae, ol c«,mpaniea bv Stales, the number «i.p.ndedS."Se» 
cd, and the number nnaiieelod V the OMcago fire. Ee iJtX nZlS 

tolS°E"|s2 8S°,S°""' S'"«'»'«»^ .Sreeateeapltal IS.SS; 
total losses SS2,S21,122; companies suspended, 57r nnmber assessed 2fi 
number not in the Hie, 87. The foUowhig are the esse, S eomMnTe's bv 
Statej New York, »21,637,500 ; Ohio, U.SlB.ai; W,,^S'ulS[ 
SSm ?'{'!"';■ &"S™i I"^™. «3.878,dlH);OonnSu,l9S' 
000; Bhode Island, $2,072,500; Maryland, 1397,165- Wisconsin »*10nm. 

0(S Jam ' '™- ..™' '""' "' '"""S" companies are «5,813,o6o 
Of the 335 companies domg a fire insurance bnaulas in the Un led Stole, 
249e™nenced losses mo™ or less severe; while of Ih. siiEnXhooS: 
panics, but one escaped loss al Chicago. The Ameriean companifs show Tn 
SfSTf iT °' ».»21.125, and S Enghsh companies 7& SlsS? " 
thai the lota msnrance covered by this great confliatiou m» be summS 
up a ronnd nnmbea al «9<),000,000. The aggregate InsnTance o^oSd rf 
.h?™"°°°''S'-r'?"f'' *" «».»8».MfS.a.theES"seTo"^ 
the compmie, both Enghsh and American, smonnl. to Sll5,87» 521 
1,(1 fl.'i'SS*™ .r." Chicago the eomp«,ie, have abonHllO.000,000 
;?'.?! impairment being not far from #35,000,000 on the lolal cap lal Of 
the 254 companies affected by Ih. di,„ie,, flftf .even have saw *ndod' ,„d 

fiUmg np of their resbeclive deficeneiea lUinois has snlFered the most 
ssyerely, no ks. than fonrleen of her lw«,l, companies have XiSy stop- 
fco'onl of Zi """ °' ''" """ =°"P"i«"- Bhod.iland 

nnSb'ej'o^trS "'"^''>'' '*'<"• »' «^ dkastei is the incr«is. in the 
number of msurers. Those who have regularly insured have largely 
TSht^^'""' "Jf^n"' e«"™llJ»«> -verso wcU^otoS 
in tins regaM as now. Kales of premium have generally advanced and 

rfov"""™; ir.™ "' "°" •",'"•■ ""P"" 'iX "5 «.« prose's," 1 
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The Great Northwest Fires; 

FOIi DESCBII'TION, WITU THHILLINQ INCIDENTS. 



Simultaneous with the Chicago calamity, the moat terrific general 
conflagration known in the history of the world, raged throughout 
various parts of the Northwest, spreading devastation and death in 
its lurid pathway. The loss of life was vastly greater than at Chi- 
cago, and the destruction of property very great, most of it unin- 
sured, and therefore a total loss. It is said that 480,000 acres of 
timbered lands were burnt over, equal to 750 square miles, and that 
the limber burned was equal to that which would yield a product of 
1,800,000,000 feet of lutiber— enough to buiM a large city. 

It is now conceded by scientists that the Chicago fire, and the fires 
in Michigan and Wisconsin, were produced by natural causes beyond 
human foresight or control, and the startling theory that "they re- 
sulted from the passage of a great atmospheric stream, which arose 
in longitude sixty-two degrees, swept with a cyclone Antigua and the 
Vh-gin Isles on 21st August, the Bahamas on 23d, and then moved 
slowly to the Northwest, striting Chicago and the forests," ia be- 
lieved by scores of intelhgent people. 

The Peslitigo Fire. 

A Ttvro PICTURE. 

The Sunday of the fire was noticed as a chilly day, though the at- 
mosphere was still and filled with a dense, blinding smoke. The 
smolie created no alarm, as the smouldering fires in the pineries 
about, sufficiently accounted for it. Toward evening the smoke in- 
creased, while the chilliness of the atmosphere perceptibly abated, 
and early in the evening gave way to occasional hot puffs from the 
burnt districts. Soon after 8 o'clock in the evening, the warmth of 
the atmosphere still increasing, and the smoke almost suffocating 
in ite density, a low, sullen rumbling began to be heard far away 
in the southwest, while a painfully ominous stillness pervaded the 
immediate vicinity of the town. People asked each other what was 
the matter, and tried to appear unconcerned while trembling with 
undefined apprehensions. At haK-past eight the far-off rumbling 
had increased to. a steady roar like distant thunder, or the coming 
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of heavy freight trains at Ml speed. Men felt their way througli 
the smoky streets and congregated at the hotels, in front of the 
stores, and all other places of resort, and discussed the strange 
sounds. Anxious motbers nervously and hesitatingly put their litUe 
ones to bed, and then peered out in the dismal streets to see what they 
could see. Nine o'clock came, and -with it an alarming increase of 
the unknown sound, which now resembled the roar of a dozen freight 
trains racing at fall speed, the location of the sound being sensibly 
nearer the town. Suddenly there was a cry of fire sounding through 
the smoke-beclouded streets, and men rusbed hither and thither 
through the impenetrable blackness, rubbing their eyes for sight, 
and stumbling against each other as they ran. But no fire was 
found, though the search extended out of the village and into the 
edge of the wood-s, and the excited people hurried back to their 
houses laughing at each others apprehon|ions, and trying to feel 

Scarcely, however, had the first alarm subsided when the appall- 
ing cry was agam raised in another quarter, and the bhnd running 
and colliding and stumbling was agam renewed as the terror-strick- 
en citizens sought a second tune for the ilames that were not to be 
found. But while this confusion was at its height, and while the 
majority of the men were away from their houses groping through 
clouds of smoke and blackness, and with a roar that was almost 
deafening filling their ears, a change began to manifest itself in the 
atmosphere. The whole air seemed sensibly agitated, and angry 
puffs of almost burning heat came sweeping through the town,whiJe 
at quick int«ryal8 a fi-ightful glare penetrated the dense dark 
smoke from the southwest, and at times seemed playing high i\p in 
the heavens above. Even the very earth seemed to quake and trem- 
ble. Horrors impended on eveiy hand. Mothers caught then- chil- 
dren from their beds and hastily dressed them. A cry of terror 
fiUed the town. Men hastened to their houses and collected their ■ 
families about them. Many bolder ones caught up their valuables 
and buried them. Even the dumb beasts were seized with fright 
and ran bellowing through the streets. Then came nearer, clear-- 
er, and more deadly than before, that horrible roar, resembhng the 
din of a mighty battle, and with it the more eccentric and violent 
agitation of the atmosphere, a more continuous show of the lurid 
glare overhead and in the southwest ; while, to add to the horror of 
the night, great balls of fire like flaming missiles shot from unseen 
aitillei-y, began falling on the housetops, in the streets, and aU 
through the doomed village. The scenes that followed were an ag 
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gTavation if possible of Dante's wonderful description of hell. Men, 
women, and children, horses, oxen, cowa, doga, swine, fowls — every- 
thing that had life, waa seized with panic, and ran wjldly, and with 
equal uncertainty to escape the impending destruction. Children 
got loat from their parents and were trampled upon by crazed 
hi-ntea. Husbands and wives wore calhng loudly for each other 
and rushing in wild dismay, they knew not whore. 

The day of Judgment had certainly come, in the opinion of the 
great majority, and yet they all sought to eacape its terror. The 
oppressive, burning heat seemed to bo the most dreaded affliction, 
aud, following the instincts of the animals, those who could, ran to 
the water. The majority of the residences were on the southerly 
side of the river, while the company's store, boarding-houses, ware- 
houses, and shops, occupied somewhat isolated positions on the 
northerly side of the atream. Many people rushed to these for safe- 
ty. The great boarding-house was soon filled with people. A num- 
ber of the Company's employeea sought shelter in the stores, taking 
their families with them. 

But while the community were thua frantically seeking shelter 
anywhere and everywhere rather than where they chanced to be, the 
aM'ful acene changed, and, with the howling of a tornado, against which 
seemmgly nothing could stand, came a storm of fire, which an eye- 
witness likens to the heaviest snowfall of winter, with each flake of 
snow a coal of fire. The heavens rained fire on every hand, as if to 
consume the whole earth. 

In an instant, nearly every building in the town was in a blaze. 
Then the fury of the tempest received additional strength and burst 
in one mighty effort, as if determined that the flames should not rob 
it of its prey. Houses crumbled like paper structures, and flaming 
roofs and sides were borne away like gigantic sparks upon the gale 
to spread the consuming element. The Company had but recently 
completed a very large warehouse, built with a special view to with- 
stand the gales, which so frequently visit that region; but when this 
tornado struck it, it went to pieces like a child's playhouse built of 
cards.. "Whoever had not reached a place of safety found it impossi- 
ble to move against this mighty storm. People threw themselves on 
the ground rather than be borne away by its violence, and perished 
where they fell The nest day a man was found hugging a tree, his 
body half consumed. The storm of falling cinders was succeeded 
quickly by a continuous blaze that licked up everything with which 
it came in contact. Those in the water only saved themselves by 
keeping their bodies submerged, only venturing to raiae their heads 
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at int«i-va]s for a moment to gasp for breath. Many were drowned 
in the effort to escape burning, while others, who sought to catch 
breath, inhaled only livid flame, and perished. Even the very fishes 
were reached by some mysterious agency and killed, so that the next 
day hundreds of them were found floating, dead. 



A correapoadont furnislies the following thrilling incidents of this remarkable 

The tomado.was bat momentary, bat waa succeeded by maelstroms of fire, 
smoke, cinders, and red-hot sand. Wherever a huiiding seemod lo resist the fire, 
the roof would be sent whirling into the air, breaking info clouds of flame as it 
fell. The shower of sparks, cinders, and hot sand, fell in continuous and prodi- 
gious force, and did quite as much in killing the people as the first terrific sirocco 
that succeeded the fire. The wretched throng, neck-deep in the water, and still 
more hapless beings stretched on the heated sands, were pierced and blistered by 
these burning particles. They seemed like lancets of red-hot steel, penetrating 
the thickest covering. The evidence now remains to attest the incredible force of 
the slenderist pencils of darting fiome. Hard iron-wood plow-handles still rs- 
niain, and for the main point unburnt. When the hapless dwellers in the remote 
streets saw themselves cut off from the river, groups broke in all directions in a 
wild panic of fright and terror. A few took reftige in a clearedfield borderingon 
the town. Here flat upon the ground, with faces pressed in the mud, the helpless 
sufferers lay and roasted. But few survived the dreadful agony. The neit day 
revealed a picture exceeding in horror any battle-field. Mothers with children 
hugged closely and the poor flesh seared to a crisp. One mother, solicitous only 
for her babe, embalms her nnntterable love in the terrible picture left on these wo- 
ful sands. With her bare fingers she had scraped out a pit, as the soldiers did be- 
fore Petersbuj^, and pressing the little one into this, she put her own body above 
it as a shield, and when dayUght came both were dead— the little baby face un- 
scarred, but the mother burnt ahuost to cinders. 



About the first farm out from Peshtigo is owned by a one-eyed German, who is 
known (he country round as Sohwarta, the hermit. Some twenty years since, 
when this region was an unbroken wilderness, occupied almost exclusively by In- 
dians, this man Schwarla came here, built a cabin, and ever since has lived en- 
tirely alone, apparently oaring very little for the outside world, or for what other 
people thought of him. At that time, with the exception of the blind eye, 
Schwartz was a splendid looking man, and blessed with a very superior education. 
The story of the cause of his abandoning the world and adopting the life of a re- 
cluse, is the same as has been told thoasands of times before. Ho fell in love 
with a handsome girl— the story would be spoiled if she was not beautiful— was 
engaged to be married, when she, like too many others of her ses, proved false 
and married another fellow, a major in the Prussian army. This was too much 
for our hero, who forthwith fled to America and found consolation for his blighted 
affections in the solitude of these pine forests. He dug, or rather burrowed in 
the ground, where he lived with his chickens, geese, cats, hogs and dogs, present- 
ing as happy a family as can be found in any menagerie in the country. Schworta 
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has been very thrifty and intlustrioua since he came tere, and was coQBidered 
very weaUhy, many even asserting that he had gold stored away in every corner 
of his filthy ahode, When the fire came Schwartz and his family ran down t« 
Trout Brook, into which they plunged and remained until Ihe fire had spent its 
fury. The hermit has already commenced buildli^ another hnt, where he will 
doubtless spend the balauco of his days, little heeding what takes place eke- 



About half a mile beyond Schwartz's, on the right, and about two hundred 
yards from the road, are the remains of a dwelUng which was occupied by a fami- 
ly named Hill. The family were all in Oie hou8e,at eTening prayera, when they 
were suddenly startled by a loud noise, much resembling continuous thunder. 
On going to the door they found themselvea entirely surrounded by fire, and as 
the only means of escape, the whole of them, eight in number, went down into the 
welL Here thay remained in safety, until the wooden house corering the well 
caught fire, fell in, and burned the entire party to death. Another case exactly 
similar to the last was that of the Davis famUy, in Peshtigo, who were all smother, 
ed to death in their well, into which they had descended in the vain hope of saving 
their lives. I have heard of quite a number of such cases, but as the facta were 
not definitely giten, I make no mention of them. 

EUENED W HTT.v ESCiPINO IN i WAGOS. 

A short, distance on, we come to a lone stone wall, the foundation of a house, the 
former residence of a family named Lawrence, ail of whom perished. Immediate- 
ly in front of this place was the iron work of a wagon, which once belonged to 
Chas. Lamp. Lamp lived aboat a mile beyond, and when he found the fire ap- 
proaching his house so rapidly, he hitched up bis team, and with his wife and five 
children drove with all speed toward Peshtigo. In a very few minutes after start- 
ing he heard screams in the wagon, and looking back found that the clothes of his 
wife and children were all ablaze. It was certain death to stop, and he therefore 
ni^d his horses to still greater speed, but before ha had moved many rods, one 
of the horses fell, and finding that he could not get him up, and seeing that all of 
his family were dead, Lamp started to save his hl'a, which he did after being most 
horribly burned. Ho is now in the hospital at Green Bay, and is slowly recover- 
ing. When at the latter place I saw him, and had a full narrative of the bloody 
tragedy from himself. What little was found of the charted remains of the wife 
and five children were buried in a field not far off. Of the wagon not a speck was 
g the half-melted iron work. 



We next come to the Lawrence farm, one of the beat on the whole route, show- 
ing a very high state of cultivation, on which everything had been swept away. 
Lawrence, with his wife and four children, lan to the centre of an Immense clear- 
ing, several hundred yards from any house or timber , with the idea they would be 
entirely safe there. The fire came, and rushed along on every side of them, yet 
Ihey remained unharmed. At this moment one of the great balloons dropped in 
their midst, and in an instant they were burned np, hardly anything being left of 
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Tout readers mnj wonder what I mean by fire balloons, and I confess that I 
hardlj know mj self, and only use the term because it was so freqncntly nsed by 
ofiiera in conversation with me. All of the survivors with whom I conversed eaid 
that the whole aky seemed filled with dart, round masses of smoke, about the size 
of a large balloon, which traveled with great rapidity. These balloons would fell 
to the ground, burst, and send forth a most brilliant blaae of fire, which would in- 
stantly consume everything in the neighborhood. An eye-witness, who was in a 
pool of wiitsr not iar off, told OS about the balloon falling right down on the Law- 
rence family, and burning them np. 

In returning, about a mile to the north we came to Adnah. Newton's form, where 
sixteen persons were burned to death. As soon as Newton saw th h la ted 

out to see what was best to be done. Sunning down to the ro d h f 1 h m 
self beaded off by the flames. Turning back, he saw his family d km m 
the yard coming toward him, but whon they noticed him turn b k th y 1 
changed their course ; in an instant moro tliey were all on fir dm t h 
perished in a moment. Newton happened to notice on his right h t p It 
be a path through the flame about fifty yards wide, for which he ru h d d n 
tjnued for three-fourths of a mile, when he came to a house t E p d b 

several persons. They all invited him to coma into the house, b t h d 1 d 
saying he would rather trust to being saved in a small pool of w t I se b I 
another instant the house was on fire, and before the inmates c Id g 1 1 h m 
they were all burned to death, while Newton escaped pretty well singed. I had a 
long conversation with Newton, and he declared he had no hankering after anoth- 
er such a race. The second day after the fire ihirty-three remains were found on 
these fonns. 



The Doyle family consisted of tho husband and father, Patrick, the wife, and 
seven children. The fire came, and not one single trace of any of them could 
be found, excepting a Catholic medal, some nails oat of a pair of shoes, and some 
hooks and eyes. Of their bodies not one single thing was left, not oven the ashes 
of their bones. Nest to the Doyles lived the Pratt family, all of whom perished, 
excepting a small boy, who saved himself by jump eg into the well When the 
burial party arrived they found the large Newfo n 11 n 1 dog watching by the body 
of bis mistress, and it was only by force th t they could Irive him away long 
enough to bury tho corpse. Tho Hill lamilj cons st ng of ten persons, lived 
near by. They had working for them a half gro n In 1 n b y, who was ordered 
down to hitch up the team. The barn getting on fire the master orderedhimto 
return. Not coming as &st as Hill desired tho rlcr wis repeated in a more 
peremptory manner, when tho Indian looked up and said ; " Its everybody for 
himself now," and off he started with the speed of the deer. Rushing through 
the fire, he reached a clearing half a mile away and was saved, while the entire 
F'11 family perished- 



In the entire Upper Bush country there is only oi 
man" Place. Many years ago this man settled h 
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squaw, by whom he lias had many childien. He has always engaged in trading 
with the Indians, who liava hod his house as their hoadquartorB. When tho fire 
came, aboat twenty Indians coTerea hia house with their blankets, which they 
kept wet down, and thus saved the house. One great big feUow stood at the 
pump for mne hours, showing an endurance possessed by very few white men. 
Strange as it may now seem, while Ihcro aie about as many Indiims as whites m 
this section, at least one ihousand of the hitter perished, and not a single Indian. 
This may seem stmnge, but it is vouched for by the very best persons here. 
■Whefher the Indians could smeU the fire sooner than their mors refined white 
biethren and escaped in time, I know not, but I do know that they wero all saved. 
And (he only ones I heard of being injured were the half-breed children. 



Mr. Shepord, of Pesbtigo, was aroused on Sunday night by the servant girl, af- 
ter he had retired, with the information that there was danger from fire. Eeran 
to the mill, attached the hose and commenced wetting down the milL When the 
tornado came and he saw that all was lost, he tan to the house to save his wife 
and children, in which he succeeded. After tie village was burned, when Mr. 
Shepard supposed be had not an article left but the clothes they had on, wHch 
were burned full of holes, the servant girl went to the site of the house and dug 
up out of the sajid all his best clothing, the silver ware, and most valuable goods, 
that she had buried without his knowledge, while he was trying to save the mill. 
Mrs. Shepard lost some of her clothing, as the fire did not give the girl time to 
bury it deep enough. 

BOSETMOON TBIGEDY. 

On Thursday, the 5th inst., Mr. J. G. Clement, formerly a painter in Fort 
Howard, hite of Pesbtigo, was married to Miss Ttudell, daughter of Theodore 
TrudeU, of Menominee. The bride's mother visited them at Peshtigo on Suniiay, 
the 8th, and left at i P. m. When the fire struck Peshtigo, Mr. Clement took his 
wife in his arms and started for the rivet. They met a man with a buckboard, 
going to save his wife and family, but seeing the task was hopeless he started to 
go back. Mr. Clement asked him to save his wife and he would do the best he 
could for himself The man took Mrs. C, and Clement ran behind, holding on 
the buckboard, but finally feU in tho road and died from suifocation. The bride 
begged to be allowed to get out, but was held in and taken to the river, where she 
arrived unconscious, but was restored and saved. 



In the Lower Sugar Bush, Mr. C. K. Towsley was found lying on the ground, 
a child on each side of him, the throats of all three cut and a kuife lying on his 
breast The Either had evidently, when he saw that escape was impossible, chose 
to die by (he knife rather than endure the horrors of torture by fire. About ten 
rods from them lay Mrs. T. with an infant child on one arm and a Bible on the 
other, and a likeness of one of the other children on her breast. 

P. M. Brown informs us that Miss Augusta Bartels, about fourteen years old, 
daughter of Fred Bartels, Peshtigo, was in the Sugar Bnsh, visiting her grand- 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Adam Newton. When the fire burst upon them she said 
Uiere was no use in trying to live, all bad got to be burned, and threw herself into 
the creek, that ran through Stephen Storey's farm, where she was di'owned. Tha 
cries and lamentations of (he old people were pitiful to hear. 
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A nmn in PeshHgo village started for the river with hia wife. They Btnmbled 
and fell in the dense smoke, and springing up again lie seized, as he supposed, 
his wife, and got her into the river. When the smoke cleared away, he was hor- 
rified to find that he had saved another man's wife, end hh own wife was bnxued 
to death. 



Wm. Cnrtiaa was found in a weU with the bucket oham around his neck. 

A man, a shoemaker, running for the river at Peshtigo, found a HttJe girl four 
years of age and took her into the water. She laj across his shoulder and he 
swam with her about half an hour and saved her without injury, although he was 
considerably burned himself. 

Mr. Dis got his family in the river, half clad. The baby had on nothing but a 
nightgown. Somebody brought a bundle of bed clothing to the river. Dis opened 
it and took out a sheel. The owner wanted to take it away from him for fear it 
would get burned, but be secured it, spread it over his family and kept it wet by 
throwuig water on it with his hat He thinks he could not have sared his haby 
without il^ 

Mrs. Heldenworth, a woman sick with a fever, was on a log in the river bt 
"--■"'- J, with a child. Her husband had gone back to the town for some pnr- 
d when he returned his wife and child were gone. The Uict waa that a 
le swimming along, and rolled over the log. She canght the cow by the 
"''*'" -.twith the woman and child. They were found and 



secured ia the ri 






The scene after the fire, about daylight, in ftont of the company's blacksmith 
shop, where a heap of coal was burning, and the people had gathered to dry and 
warm themselves, was heartrending in the extreme. Men, women, and children, 
were crying, and wringing their hands, and such eiclamaeions as these were com- 
mon : "Where is my husband?' "Where is my wife?" "Where are my chil- 
dren?" Some finding their friends were dead wished they hud died too. 

S. V. D. Philbrook & Brother had a ship yorf on the Island at Menekaune, nt 
which the little schooner Stella was being repaired. Large numbers of people 
flocked aboard of her, and as the lira got uncomfortably close some were for cut- 
ting the linos and letting her adritl. Mr. P. seized a handspike and threatened 
death lo any one who would cut the lines, and this held the vessel until many got 
on board, and in fact, our informant says, her lines burned off. She drifted off 
into the middle of the river, where she grounded on a bar and remained all night 
in front of the burning (own. 

F. Crickelair tells ns how Charles Eubens, in the town of Lincoln, saved his 
family of sii children. He had a house and store, and when he saw they could 
not be saved, he put his children iu the well. Afterward he took them out and 
put them in the middle of a field and threw the goods from hia store into the well. 
In saving the last child his face was badly burned, and his shirt burned so he tore 
it off. The goods put in the welt were all burned but one piece of flannel in the 
lral«r. He has been blind ever since the fire. 
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lohildin lierai 
1 hy fioine one t 
the morning she learned that her bister v/aa burned. 

One old man, after the fire abated, was found lo be so burned in his side that 
his eni mils hung out. His bands and facewcrehorribly burned, iind he begged 
piteonsly foe some one to kill bim and end his misery. 

A little girl, as elio elimg to her mother's dress, looked up and asked, "Mamma, 
what shall we pray ? " 

If you suppose the woret snow storm 
eoal or epatk of fire, driven beforea fierce wind, you have S( 
tbe atmosphere at the time the Gie struck the town. 

Sir. Johnson, in the sugar bush, threw his money, with some beiSding, into his 
well, covered the well with boards and piled dirt on the boards. The wind blew 
off the dirt, the boards burned, and all the clothing and money were destroyed. 

Some one who saw the fire approach the town from a distance, says there seemed 
(o be a vast cloud, streaked with blofid. wbicb went in advance of the fire in lie 
woods, leaping over tie adjoining timber, and fell upon the town. 

There wore many phenomena, which, aside from the fire, were similar (o what 
have ocetirred during the tornadoes that frequently swept over tbe country. 
Roofs were lifted from buildings and windows burst in. Whatever was light and 
movable was eangbt up and carried forward and burned, so that the air seemed to 
be litpr.illy on fire. It was no moie than what might happen in any timbered 
country, especially where tie timber was principally pine, in time of drouth, with 
fires scattered through the woods, if a hurricane should sweep over it 

During the fire roofs and chimneys blew off with tie force of the wind and 
Bi(>wcrB of burning ooals filled the houses. 

Nest morning many of lie survivors breakfasted on raw cabbage — a field of 
cabbage having escaped. The first aid was a load ^f provisions from John Mul- 
ligan's railroad camp. Provisions &om Marinette arrived about noon, and from 
Green Bay neit day. 

Every one had sore eyes, and all walked with their heads down, or bandages 
over their eyes. 

Tbe first ones to collect the dead and make arrangements for their burial, wera 
Join Mulligan and iia wife. Mulligan (who will be remembered as the prize 
fighter, but whose heart is much larger than his fists), saved his wife by carrying 
ber in his arms from Hale's place to and across the bridge and into the livei, a 
distance of half a mile. There is tbe advantage of muscle. 

The family of John Greyer, an old Frenohman in the bush, was found, the clftir- 
rcd remains of three in the ruins of the house, and anothorstill sitting on a stump 



John Plush died in his aooustomed place by the tavern door. Another man died 
witb his hands on the handle of Woodn^rd's force pnmp. . 
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A gonfleman walliiug throngh the ruius iu Peshtigo saw a burned pocket knife 
and it slate pencil and picked them up. In doing so lie Biiw a line of white ashes 
the shape of a body, and a few teeth. This was the earthly remnant of a boy. 

We learn that a woman in the Sagor Bash, seeing the impending doom, started 
with fl team and wagon with her children for Pcshtlgo. On the road she found a 
tree that she could not get over and immediately cut one horse loose, got apon his 
back with her children and reached the river at the village, saving them all, bat 
with clothing nearly burned off, and there on the bank of the river, she gave birth 
to a child. 

THE irawBEioir rAMHiiES. 
A Mr. May was found three quarters of a mile nortliwest of his hoose, 
his wife about the same diatanee nortli, and hia little boy, four years old, 
the same distance north-east. The Newberry families, consisting of sev- 
enteen persona, were aJllost. They lived near ea«h other. They owned 
a mill and three farms. Old Mr. Newberry was not found, Charles New- 
bcrrj- ran about half a mile and fell, aad his two little boys, running hand 
in hand, were found a httle beyond their father, lying side by side, while 
wife and mother was found on the road near a bridge ; she, foi^etful of 
her own sufiering, tried to save her babe. Her charred hand was pressing 
the head of her child upon the ground so that it might not breathe the flre. 
The child's face was all that was uninjured. One of the Newberrya waa 
found dead in the water under the bridge, 

MIE4CI.E3 AND CHILD HEROISSI. 

Charles Lamb took his wife and four children in a wagon when the Are 
began ; the horse became unmanagable and ran away ; the children were 
thrown out one by one ; Mrs. Lamb was di-agged into the comer of a field, 
and was the only one of that family saved. Mirs. Caroline England, ex- 
pecting to be confined eveiy hour, rode four and a lialf miles to Peshtigo, 
stood in the water five hours, saved three out of four of her sister's child- 
ren, and gave birth to a daughter the day after. In the middle of Sugar 
Bush, ft boy jumped into a barrel of rainwater that stood near the house, 
but seeing his father and mother in a green turnip patch, started to go to 
them, but getting badiy burned a& he tried to climb the fence, he went 
back and got into the barrel again. The father and mother were bua-ned. 
The boy was found there alive. 

One woman, with a baby tyn days old, and four other small children, 
displayed more bravery than mjuy a general on the battle field. She 
gathered her children around her and pidced the coals off her family aa 
they fell. She was badly burned, and oue of her chiJdron haa since died, 
but the babo escaped. Mr. Tanner tried to aave his wife and two children- 
when his wife fell dead he took a child under each arm and started on tho 
run. His children died in liis arms, and then he drew a knife and tried to 
take his own lite. After stabbing himself twice, and before he could ac- 
complish his design, a limb of a tree knocked him insensible and thus hia 
life wai saved. 
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I will mention one case of a little girl, 15 yoai"3 old, wlio saved her littlo 
sister from doath, but who was advised by many to desist from the attempt 
lest ehs herself should perislt. Site heeded thern not, but by the most 
hetoio efforts she succeeded iu rescuing her little sister firom the merciless 
flames. Her father, mother, brothers, and other sisters perished in the 
devouring element. And after the fire had abated somewhat, she worked 
away back over hot ashes and burning coals, and dragged the dead bodies 
of her relatives out into an open space and then stood watching their char- 
red romaiiis all day and tlirough that long and desolate night that followed. 
That is child heroism, the like of which was never before recorded. 

One man was sick of tyi>hoid fever ; a young man stopping with him 
took the sick man OTxt back of the house and buried him in the sand. He 
was saved, and is rapidij.gaiiiing his health. 

The Manistee Tire. 



Manistee Lake is a body of water nearly five miles long and from ono-fourfh to 
three-fourths of a mile wide, lying nearly parallel with, and about o mile or two 
from Lakg Michigan. Near the northern eifremity it is connected with the latter 
lake by lie Manistee River, a large navigable stream, flrom 75 to 12a yards in 
width. On the north side of the rivet, between the two lakes. lay the First Ward 
of the eity, and on the south side of the river (toward Grand Eapids,) and adja- 
cent to it, divided nearly equally by Maple street, on which was the swing bridge, 
by the Third Ward, neit the Maoistee, or as it is more generally called, "little 
lake," and the Second Ward to the west, next (he "big lake," or Lake Michigan. 
To the soatheasf, bordering on the "little lake" was the Fourth W 1 The 
Third was the most populous and embraced the greater part of the fo gn nl 
poor population. The Second Ward was the best built part of the town pe 
]y that part between Oak and Maple streets. Within the cily limits, anl 1 y 
south of the space embraced between the latter named streets, was a of 
about twenty acres of dead hemlock forest — the trees partly standing an 1 pt rt y 
lying npon the ground, but the whole as dry as tinder and nearly as combus e 
as gunpoTTder. 

On the fatal Sunday, October 8, the fire-alarm sounded at about 9 a. m., and the 
Fire Department hastened with the steamer to the vicinity of Gifford & Ruddeck's 
mills in the Fourth Ward, where an old chopping was burning furiously, and 
threatening destruction to that part of the towm By the most unwearied efforts, 
continued all day, the fire was snhdued, and that part of the town was saved. 
About dark the engine returned to its quarters. It was scarcely housed when the 
wind, which had been blowing furiously all day, rose to a perfect gale. 

At about 2 p. M., while the fire in the Fourth Ward was burning, an alarm 
whistle was heard &om the east side of Manistee Lake, and through the thick 
smoke it was discovered that the large steam mill of Magill & Canfield, on Black- 
bird Island, was in fiames. In an incredibly short space of time, mill, boarding- 
honse, stables, shops, docks and lumber were consumed. 

AiS soon as darkness began to close in a lurid light appeared in the south-west 
on the shore of Iiake Michigan, showing the pine woods that line the shore were on 
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fire. About 9;30 p. m., just as the people were retnming from oTening service, 
the flte alarm og.ivn sounded, and every one now -was on the alert, for the wind 
was blowing a fierce gale. -Instantly a red angry glare lighted np the western sky 
near the mouth of the river. The fire department ragged to the rescue. At the 
mouth were located the large mill and interests of John Canfield, with boarding- 
liouso and about twenty-five or thirty dwellings. On the beach several acres were 
coveted with pine sawdust, highly inflammable. Along flie river near the piers were 
piled eeveral hundred corda of dry pine slabs (fuel for tugs.) Down from the 
circling hills on the lake shore pounced the devouring monster. The burning 
sawdust, whirled by the gale in fiery clouds, filled the air. Hundreds of cords of 
dry pitchy slabs sent ap great columns of red flame, that swayed in the air like 
mighty banners of fire, swept across the Manistee, 200 feet wide, and almost in- 
stantly, like great fiery tongues, licked up the Government Ughthouse, built at a 
cost of nearly SlO,OO0, situated 150 feet from the north bank of the river. 

Alargefleet of vessels, wind bound, lay opposite Canfield's mill, with four tags, 
including the three large barges of Tyson & Eobinson and the great steam tug Bis- 
marck, Now commenced furious efforts to remove lie vessels and ba^es. The 
wild puffing and screaming of the tugs, the hoarse hallooing of sailors, the loud 
roaring and crackling of the flames, the awe-stricken faces of the gathered multi- 
tude, luridly lighted, made np a scene never to be forgotten or adequately de- 
scribed. The efforts of the firemen were in vain— the engine became disabled, 
and the flames came sweeping all before them. But now a new source of terror 
arose. A bright light came up out of the south, directly in the tear of the town, 
and the fierce gale bearing it on directly toward the doomed city. Those who i^ 
sided in that part of the town rushed to the new scene of danger, the full extent of 
which few comprehended. The ftra had originated two miles soath of the city, 
on the lake shore. It first came upon the farm of L. G. Smith, Esq., which it de- 
voured. Eighty rods north the extensive farm and dairy of E. W. Secor shared 
the same fate, with all his barns and forage, Another quarter of a mile and tha 
Li^e farm buildings of Mayor Peters were quickly annihilated. Here the column 
of fire divided, the left hand branch keeping to the lake shore hills, and coming 
in at the mouth ; the other taking a northeasterly course and coming in directly 
south of the town, as before described. Here a small band of determined men, 
fighting with the energy of despair to protect their homes, kept it at bay till past 
midnight. Butall was vaia. At half-past twelve o'clock the gale became atoma- 
do, hurling great clouds of sparks, cinders, burning bark and rotten wood, through 
tie air in a terrific fiery storm. 

Every man now fled to his own house. The fire now came roaring on through 
the dead hemlocks south of the blocks included between Maple and Oak streets 
in the Second Ward. The flames leaped to the summits of the great hemlocks, 
seventy or eighty feet high, and threw out great flags of fire against tha lurid 
heavens. The scene was grandly terrible beyond description. To us, whose 
homes and dear ones and all were in the track of fire, it was heactrendii^. Then 
came a deluge of fire, like that which rained on the cities of the Plains. The wood- 
en town, the sawdust streets, the stumpy vacant lots, the pile-clad hills north of 
the river, all burst into a sea of flame, made furious by the most fearful gale of 
wind I have ever eiperieneed. On, toward the river and the Manistee lake, spread 
the tempast of fire. Men, women, and children, in night clothes, half clothed or 
folly clothed— some bareheaded, on foot, in wagons, on horseback, — all fled for 
their lives. It was pandemonium on earth. Families were separated^-hnsbanda 
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Bncl wites. parfiuta and children. TLe writer, vrlicn he gave over the unequal 
contest south of the town, mshed fo his residence to find it destroyed, and for 
nine houTs he could get no word whether his familv were dead or alive. They had 
fled before the tempest of fire across lie hri Ig whii-h burned behind them, only 
fc be surrounded and almost to perish m the emoke and fire on the norlll side. 
Every thing went down before the storm— Iw lhuE,B mth their homo treasures, 
mills with their machinery, stores and their stocka n irchoui.es and their contents, 
the fine swing bridge at the foot of Miple straef Tessels anl their cargoes, all 
mingling in common ruin. 

From Hfth street, half a mile south ofthenver, (oCiishmaQ & Calkin's mill, half 
a mile north of the brit^e, and from the foot of Oak street eastward to Tyson and 
Hobinson's mill at the outlet of Manistee late, three-fourths of a mile, was one 
surging sea of fire. The steam fire engiue burnt in the street where it stood, the 
men and horses barely escaped with their lives. About three o'clock the wind 
abated, but the work of ruin was complete. When Monday morning's snil glared 
red and lurid through the heavy masses of smoke, where had stood Manistee, it 
beheld a scene of desoladon, scarcely to be described. In the first ward three 
buildings remained — the catholic church, the 'Ward School house and a small 
dwelling — and I should add some small fishing shanties near the mouth of the 
river. The Third Ward was swept clean except a few buildings near Manistee 
lake. In the Second Ward the six plated blocks lying between Oak and Mapla 
streets, and about thirty buildings near the mouth, were swept away. Tha 
Fourth Ward e«caped nearly untouched, the flne residence of J. L, Taylor, banter, 
formerly the residence of M. Engleman, situated in the very corner of the ward, 
being the only one burned. His loss was great and almost total. The fira made 
thorough work. The buildings were built mostly on wooden foundations, and 
their very site was scarcely dtstinguishable- 



A thousand men, women and children, houseless, homeless, and many of tiiem 
penniless, wimdecod sad and blinded in the black and smoking streets, or had 
taken refuge on vessels, tugs, boats and barge?, to escape the devouring element. 
Nothing bnt the cleared fields of Messrs. Canfield and Peters, south of the west- 
ern part of the Second ward, saved that part of the town from utter annihilation, 
and hundreds from perishing in the tempest of fire. 

The writer of this, at ten o'clock the next morning, found his family three miles 
east of the desolated city, having barely escaped with their lives, with the scanty 
clothing snatched in the moment of flighL Then was seen a spectacle to gladden 
the heart. Every house that remained was opened to receive the suiFerers. 
Hearts and hands were as open as the homos. We almost felt it worth while fo 
sufl'er for the sake of witnessing how much of generosity was latent in humaa 
nature. 

Manistee will rise (tina her ashes. The work of rebuilding has already com- 
menced. We have faith, hope, energy in the future, and some capital. We have 
a splendid natural situation, at the mouth of a beautiful navigable stream pene- 
tmting the interior through the pine forests, 200 miles, on whose banks stand four 
thousand five hundred million feet of good pine, most of which must be manufac- 
tured at and shipped from Manistee. Help us through this winter, and the future, 
though dimmed, is safe. 
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Ahnappe. 



Compared with tlie facta of this unviraished narratiTe, the wildest fiction is 
tame and coiDTiion-place. Human onnaLs do not record, in equal time and space, 
tte immensity and intensity of suflering and death crowded into the meager epi- 
tome of one single honr. The scene of a thriving industry, and the home of 
nearly a hundred people; the place, thongli isolated from any liuman vicinity, had 
maintained a flourishing and tranqnil vitality. The shingle mill, with its co-ad- 
jatant industries, gave employment to Uio entire people, women and children, di- 
viding the eaty labors of shingling and hinding. There were bnt font buildings 
on the clearing— the mill, the general boarding-house, a store, and the ham. 
Economy and convenience, curious to say, had dictated the selection of this re- 
mote spot. The timber ineihanstibly covered the place, and it was of unequalled 
quality ; a Inzy little stream meandering through the gnarled roots and soft soil, 
offered a supply of water, enough with artesian wells to drive tbe mill machinery. 
It was cheaper to work the great logs into marketable shupe here, where they 
were tight at hand, than establish the mills on the lake or bay, and drag the im- 
mense timber OTer miles of wretched road. The flery esperience of the west 
shore— of the whole Northern Wisconsin— had been tbe esperience of this wood- 
immersed hamlet. For weeks, incessant, laborious battle had been waged night 
■ and day, reliefs of men, and even women, taking turns in the exhausting contest. 
It was hoped that all danger had been warded off when a wide belt, fully a mile 
deep, had been burned outward from the clearing. The serenity of assured safety 
had come upon the people when this black circumvallation waa complete— the 
very night before the calamity. On that fatal Sunday morning the mill operations 
suspended, and the men who had homes in the neighboring towns of Big and 
Little Stnrgeon, made an early start through the woods. When night came 
some kindly Providence detained them, and the massacre was so much less. The 
night came on tranquilly, the humid air gave grateful promise of coming rain, 
and the last lingering distrust was banished from the timidest inhabitant. 
Early in the night most of the little population in the hamlet ti-ore in-doors or in 
bed. It was still early when those casually astir outside saw a great glowing 
light shoot athwart the southern sky, and, spreading rapidly west and northward, 
continuB with dazzling brilHancy. Presently a slender column of firo shot for- 
ward, and, caught by a whirlwind, came ploughing through the solid timber to- 
ward the mill. Ey this time the sleepers and all had rushed from the barrack in 
a wild, clamoring consternation. 

Three brothers. Williamsons, owned the mill, and bad in the colony, mother, 
&ther, sisters, wives and children. Hastily charging the women to care for them- 
selves, the brothers set aboutsaving the property if possible. But before the hose 
coald be brought to bear, the saving of the life alone became the slake in the 
dreadful encounter. The brothers, as proprietors, seem for a time to have been 
full of calm, brave discretion, and, with the full realiaaUon of the sudden danger 
in the first rush of the tornado, attempted systematic plans of preservation. Ths 
women were directed, as far as possible, to put on men's clothoa throughout, an 
otfering less chance for the firs to catch. So far as known not a woman heeded 
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the ttdyice. Had they have done so their lives miglit not have beenpsaciiflced on 
that ^oble pjTs. Even if Ufe had not been saved, the most revolting sights of 
the mossttcre would have bean spared the heart-broken survivors. This was the 
last shred of coherent conduct among the frightened people. Swift whirling col- 
umns of flame had cut throagh the intervening timber, and fell voraciously on the 
light frame buildings. The whirlwind bshlng the trees into fragments caught 
the fire in roaring surges and flung it about in billowy waves among th tree tops 
Slender tongues of fire fidling from above played in malevolent onrronta a sstl a 
clearing. A daaperntiou of terror filled men, women and children— a t rr as 
natural as fatal, for bad common fortitude led the group not a soul n i ha e 
perished. With one impulne the frantic moss, battling and crowdin u h d to 
the potato patch. Here a rising ground was crowned by a shallow pt n x 
feet around, and hardly, at the deepest part, two feet below the e f of the 
ground. Jlen uow living, who came almost unscathed through that mght of doom, 
tell how, before the evil time, when the fires were raging, this spot had been fised on 
aa a place of safely, because almost in the centra of iha clearing, with no inflam- 
mable matter near, it seemed to promise a breathing in case of a general confla- 
gration. There had baon constant jocosities and banter about this " center of sal- 
vation, " and some one actually attempting to enlarge the cavity had been driven off 
by good-natured ridicule. Even as late as Saturdayit had haen used as a place of 
refuge, notwithstanding, and, when the actual danger came, the credulous mass re- 
membered the delusive pit. It that fatal spot bad not been, if the whimsical be- 
lief Lad not obtained a firm hold, there is not the slightest doubt but the forty- 
seven that perished would have escaped in the neighboring woods. Into that 
crampled place, crowding, buffeting, cursing, imploring, praying, shrieking, men. 
children, and women, elbowed and fought in the fi'enEy of a hideous desperation 
and terror. Not laiije enough to admit a dozen by the closest packii^. nearly 
fifty wrestled and crowded in and about the &tal spot With ostrich instinct, in 
the abjectnefis of their unreasoning fear, men plowed their burning heads under 
the living pyre. An inestricable pyramid of bodies, in all sorts of conceivable 
postures, stood in the flame-swept place. 

There were a few in this awful time that preserved an amazing equanimity. The 
er^ineer of the mill, Byron Merrill, a young fellow of marked character and intel- 
ligenoe, battled resolutely till the last chance to save his employers' property, and 
only when the futility of the effort and the danger of life became obvious was hia 
self-imposed duty resigned. A bit of romance tinges the ghiring picture. His 
sweetheart was the relative of the miU-owners, Miss Maggie Williamson, a girl of 
tare beauty and attraction. The youi^ fellow, bright and cultured beyond his 
kind, regarded with favor and affection for many a mile around, had won her 
heart, and the two were to have been married. The girl, with her kindred, had 
fi^d to the potato patch, and here, suffocating with smoke, their garments in 
flames and writhing in awful agony, the youi^ fellow found the chief part of the 
people. He tried to scatter the in£atnated group. With his hat pressed closely 
over his mouth and nostrils, he directed the group to break and take shelter iu 
the edge of the limber. Hopeleaa I the roar of the hurricane, even the blood curd- 
lil^ shrieks of the suflerers, drowned hia voice. He tried by main force to tear 
the hideous mass asunder, but the best strength of a giant could not have broken 
(he maddened clutch of the wretched sufferers. The group was immovably fised 
to the latal spot, and rose from burning sand a fieiy Laocoon struggling with the 
coiling flames. Merrill hastily fetehii^ wetted blankets, threw them oyer the near- 
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est Bofferera, meantime slioutiug to thera to break for the timber, not twonty sfepa 
away. Useless. Witi the skin banging in shreds upon his hands and forehead, 
he carried water and poured it on the infatuated group, whOe the ignoble crowd- 
ing went on madly among the swiftly roasting crowd. The tumultuous struggle 
had been from the first a loathsome, unreasoning fear. A moment's coolness — a 
moment's cessation o£ the frightful elfort to wedge downward would hare giyen life 
to ail. The time came, however, wlien the faithful Merrill, stripped almost of 
clothing and burned beyond recognition, had to give up the heroio effort, and 
plunging through the darting flame dashed Lis bumir^ body in the welL Earlier 
m the catastrophe a half dozen heavy sleepers had found tardiness their salvation 
from the potato patoh, and they darted into the timber belt, which had been care- 
fully burned out long before, to keep the fire from the houses. Here, prone on 
the ground, they protected theraselvea, while the mad crowd, not ten yards away, 
roasted in their blindness. The falUng trees eould be guarded against, but noth- 
ing could save from the encompassing fire in the clearings. One came, too, whose 
ftail chance of life the meanest creature struggling in that hot pit would not have 
refused, an old (otterii^, half blind, trembling woman, mother to the owners of 
Hie mill She must have been forgotten in the first rush, for when she came 
toward the potato patch it was filled with a swarming crowd thrown down upon 
lieir feces in the shadowy depths of the potato pit. Seven of her kindred writhed 
in that hideous knot. Passing on with decripped step, the venerable mother, 
whose eighty four years had not worn out coolness and discretion, came upon a 
great bouldra near the edge of the timber. Climbing on this altbongh half snffo- 
cftied, she covered her head with her stirts, and, with clothes carefully tucked up 
from the running flames, kept for hours on the back of this unique salamander. 
The only son that came out of the fire with his life, it is said, did not fo^^et 
his dnty, and aided his mother to this forlorn refuge. Be that as it may, with a 
thick blanket, well wetted, over her body and her skirts out of reach of the hot 
incendiary sand, the brave old lady perched on that rock through the long night of 
agony, every shriek of her roasting kindred splitting her ears, and their bnming 
bodies almost within reach of her helpless arms. Twice through the night she re- 
ceived succor, once from her son, who came up and wetted her covering, and 
once from the bammaster Bush, who also bathed her head and gave her cool 
water to drink. Through the whole unspeakable tragedy of piteous cowardice ran 
this vein of simple fortitude and heroio endurance. 

The mill blacksmith, Miuhnel Adams, stands out fts though of antique mould. 
He was a man of gigantic figure and grave, rough reserve. When the danger came, 
ho gathered his three children and baby in his great strong arms, and with his 
wife strode to the centre of the clearing, where he calmly placed them on wetted 
blankets, and, covering them with his coat, quietly brought water in bueketa and 
saturated the trail protection. The flames hissed and roared about him, but he 
never desisted. Eesisfing the hot torrents with wonderful endurance and even 
when bis hair waa ablaze, his hands fleshless, and the coals eating into his flesh, 
he continued his cflbris for wife and obUd. The young engineer and the barn- 
master shouted to him to fly to the woods. He seemed to hear them, but calmly 
shaking his head remained at his post. As his strength and sight began to fail, 
he looked with unutterable yearning toward the helpless group at his feef, then 
glanced anidoaslj toward Uie wood. Whether he saw that there was the better 
chance of safety can never be known ; he reeled suddenly and dropped like a shot 
in his tracks. When help came to that group the neit day, an unscarred babe loy 
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in the arms of its dsad raothor, llie father's arms nbout boli, Tlioy were, of 
course, all dead, but the fatlioc uloue, with one arm burned off, waa unrecogniza- 
ble, save by Ms giant frame. Even the dog that howled smothering in the hot air, 
and kept in restless motion (o prevent being roatted on the hot sands, seemed im- 
pressed hy this mfin's devotion. Waggii^ delirious inquiry wifli his tail, and 
interjecting sharp barks, he seemed to plead with hi'i obdurate master Hopelesa 
of recognition, lien he would poke his noBe under the wtt blankets, and, 
after a thorough -cooling, emerge dejectedly, as though deprecating the weiknesa, 
■while his master was exposed . The sand growing hotter and hotter, the forbearu^ 
dog made for the woods, but in mid career, and almost in the performance ol a 
jig — his legs were keptmoving so briskly to keep bis feet from burning— ho turned 
longingly, as if reminding the man that that wa-. the wxy to safety. No heed was 
paid him, and with painful limps and piteous i^hines he returned, and setthnghis 
feet on the blanket, stared eagerly at his master. His poor, singed body was 
found in the attitude of love and duty. 

At tie well, which stood nearest the house, a wretched group had taken refuge 
—not only at, but in it. Six people flung themselves into this last resor!^ count- 
ing confidently on it as a place of security. Finally, when crippled by the fire, 
and exhansted by his long efforts, tie young man Merrill threw himself into that 
crowded pit also; tie place was packed. Even here his presence of mind was all 
that saved a life where life had very litlJe chance. The (rail wooden curbing 
above the mouth had taken fire, and the flames began to run downward fiercely. 
The paralyzed gronp dared not put out the ir heads, lest the flames should smother 
them. But MerriB, without an instant's hesitation, uprose and flung the danger- 
ous thing away, and the barn master, hovering about the d f th w di pre- 
sently refreshed the smothered victims by a bucket full of w t Th w II was, 
notwithstanding, a place of death. The flames, sweep ng g ly tho 

clearing, lurched and spit down hotefnily into the crowd d p t and oon the 
steady blaze from within indicated the Me of its inmates. M 11 1 11 h Id his 
mind and resisted the flames. In this he was aided by Br h vih h Ip d h m to 
his final deliverence. He aided all who would listen to hi nd to h j ence 
of mind and heroic efforts, the few that were saved owe their lives. He brought 
water from the creek to aid the group on the potato patch, and kept the sheltering 
blankets saturated as long as he dared venture inside the line of fire. It mast not 
besupposed that outsidelhe clearing there was a fiiir chance of safety. Onthecon- 
trary, the ceaseless esploaions of breaking trunks and splintered branches, were 
BO terrific, mingled with volumes of flame in the tree tops, that the greater part of 
the people preferred to risk the dangers of the open ground. But lie thick wood 
had its security, and with care the people that lay down near the edge found 
themselves, when the frightful morning came, comparatively uninjured. 

Here the climax comes ; the tragedy is complete in this one terrific picture ; the 
light of the new day revealed only the machinery of the hoiTid master-piece. The 
red glare of night had changed into tho bleak dawn, and the dawn had changed 
into high noon before a helpful hand broke into the black Golgotha. The bam- 
maater Bush, when silence had fallen upon the place an hour or two before dawn, 
took a horse and attempted to make his way to Little Sturgeon ; as well try to ride 
throagha stone wall. Leaving his horse behind he struggled on by the bright light 
of the burning pined, and, after incalculable trouble in the ivay and out of the way, 
some time about daylight he came upon the ruins of a lumberman's cabin, which 
by the regular path was not more than two miles from the raiO. He had been 
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hours in reaching it, and, worn out by tho labors and agony of tlio niglit, lie sat 
down io rest. Presently the o wner came, and together the two started Ijatk to tho 
settlement. They went first to tho well, Merrill, apptirenfly quite dead, ns,a 
taken out first. Six more after, all dead, save a child crowded helo > its mollier 
at the bottom. Merrill soon gave feeble evidence of life, and was cared for at once. 
Bush riui to the atone to aid tlie old woman. The blankets were rolled away. Tha 
stone was bare, and no veatige of Mrs. Williams could be found. Then they came 
upon, the pit. An indistingnishable heap of anas, legs -ind bodies, perfectly still 
and wholly naked, was all that remained of the mass that came there in a,bundant 
life a few hours before. They were all dead, and few of them re^iogniBable. 
Seven Williamsons perished in the group, among others the young girl whose long 
black hair was found clutched in masses in her uncharred hands. 

The darkness of a new night threw a pityingveil over the scene when the liret 
relief from the outside had succeeded in cutting away through. The wort of 
burial begaa neit morning, and fifty were acconnted for in the filial clearing. The 
venerable mother was found on the road to Big Stui^eon the day after the terrible 
exposure, very feeble and worn out She imia tenderly cared for, and is in a fair 
way to recover what aha can count but little — her health. One son out of fhre* 
was spared. Her hnsband laid his grey hairs in the terrible holocaust ; her whole 
kindred passedaway in the ravages of that deadly night. For many a day the woods 
were not clear of the dead. Bodies in every stage of decay were constantly brought 
in by the committees, and the grtwid total can only be a matter of conjecture. 

ST. CHAELE3. 



Mr. James Langworth, of St. Charles, Sagimw county, Michigan, thus details 
his experience concerning the fire in thai district : 

Mr. Langworth states that he lived about four miles south of St. Charles, owning 
a farm of ninety acres. He had fonr stacks of hay near hiabams, Ei:i acres of corn 
in the stock, a stack of wheat, thirty bushels of threshed wheat, and various fiirm- 
ing implements, all of which were converted to ashes. 

During the greater part of the week previous to the fire, the smoke in Lang- 
worth'? locality was so dense and stifling that he was at times unable io discern 
any object twenty feet away. Two weeks before he sent his vrife and children to 
friends in Canada for a short visit, and this iact probably saved their lives. The 
husband was not apprehensive of danger to his property until Sunday, when the 
flames were within a mile of hia place, with the wind rather driving them away 
from him. Greatclouds of smoke settled down on every thing, maJdng it danger- 
ous for even one familiar with the locality to wander iar from home, every object 
taking on a strange look to mislead bis steps. The farmer had a cow and several 
herds of yonug stock, and these was suffering bo terribly from the smoke that he 
turned them loose on Sunday afternoon to care for themselves. They stai'ted off 
in the direction of the village, but probably perished in company with scores of 
other domestic animals. Langworth's well had been without water for a week, 
and hia only resource waa a smaU creek about forty rods from the house. By 
digging a hole in the hud of the stream about a barrel of water would collect 
during the day, and this he was nsing for drinking and cooking purposes. 

Just before dark Sunday night, Langworth slates that his jivcd was almost over- 
inn with rabbits, woodthucks, coons and other small animals, while more than a 
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hnndred squirrels ivoro to Le seen about the house and bams. The animals moved 
about in a stupid way, blinded by the smoke, and would hardly more away when 
approached. 

There was no sleep for the formor that night. It was as mnoh as he could do to 
breathe, the smoke creeping in and filling the room until his lamp could scarcely 
be seen across the room. Soon after midnight he ascertained that the wind bad 
changed and freshened, and in an hour more he could hear the hoarse roar of the 
fire and the terrible crashing of the giant trees as they toppled over. Between his 
place and the fire was a swamp nearly half a mile across, and he had great hopes 
that this would act aa^ guard to prevent the further spreading of the flames. In 
one sense it did. The fire did not sweep across it, but ate ita way around it, tha 
wind seeming to fan the flames each way, and when the termer's clock marked Jhe 
hour of six Monday momijig, the smoke was so dense and the roar and noisa of the 
firo so loud that ha decided to leave. Having little money to care for, and being 
poor in household goods, he decided tji make the attempt to save some of the bed- 
ding. Taking some small articles, as photographs, a small picture or two, the 
fomfly Bible, and his faithful clock, Iiangworth placed them on a feather tick, 
wrapped this up in a blanket, and was ready to go. Stepping out of doors to take 
an observation, he could not see Ign feet in any direction, and the ait was as hot 
as the atmosphere of an engine-room. 

As he slood near the door, peering this way and that, a great flame suddenly 
shot up from his barn and haystacks. As he returned for his bnndle, thousands 
of sparks and scows of bnmii^ twigs and branches swept in at the open door, 
and he leaped out and ran for his life. There was a wagon-road from Langworth's 
place to the village, and he sought this means of escape. Behind him were tha 
roaring flames, sweeping everything before them, and traveling so last that he 
had to strain every nerve to keep ahead. Where the fire met with an open space 
ot a small swamp, its progress was checked for a moment, and the farmer eonld 
get clear of the flying sparks. But no obstacle could long stop the progress of 
the flames. What they could not bnm they would leap over until they caught 
a mass of grass or a heap of leaves, and in a moment the fire was eating each 
way and progressing forward nearly as fest as a man could run. Almost stifled, 
his throat so parched that he could not swallow, and his lungs feeling as if a knife 
was at work there, Langworth stumbled forward, scarcely hoping to make his 
escape. What he eipected soon oooarred. The flames which had been sweeping 
down from another direction, suddenly jumped across the road in front of him, 
halfa dozen trees flaming up at once. Behind was the main fire, to the right was 
a solid sheet of flames, and the only avenue of escape was to plui^e info the 
woods, already faking fire on the lelt side. 

It was now a race for life, with the chances against escape. Taming to the left 
the farmer hoped that by making a sharp run for it he migtt head off tha fire, 
turn its path and again reach the road. He had almost accomplished this object, 
when he encountered a "swale" of considerable e^rtent, and found that he must 
turn toward fie main fire and endeavor to work around the "swale" before the 
flames could reach it Sparks and cinders were falling all around him. The 
ground was covered with dry leaves, the wind sweeping through the trees in gusts, 
and several times Langworth had to leap over the running flames. In one of his 
leaps he tripped and fell, plunging headlong into sofli mud and water. This was 
a most fortunate occurrence for him, as his clothing had already been scorched by 
the flame. He ran forward at his greatest speed, hearing the fire roaring on aU 
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Kides, and wben he reached (he end of the mnrsh the flames blistered his cbeeta 
QS he passed around the swamp raid strack the high ground. 

In tumiug and twisting, and bewildered by the smote, be had lost all know- 
ledge of the countiy, and now he ran forward with bat one idea of keeping in ad- 
vance of the fire. Ah the forest was here more open, and the leaves had been well 
cleaned off by the wind, he was not so closely pressed- Ahnost every moment lie 
ran across wild animals, all fleeing for a place of safety, and tosing their fear of 
man in the general desire to escape the more relentless foe pressing behind. At 
length Langworth passed beyond the roar of the flames, and felt that he had es- 
caped tie fate wbioh for a time seemed certain. He knew not which way be was 
liaveliag, and cared not so long as be could keep in advance of (be fire. The 
smoke was so thick that he bad to press forward like one bUndfolded. Palling 
into boles, Btnmblir^ over logs, he pushed on, and was at length clear of the 
woods. He found the fire everywhere. Swamps were bkizing, logs smonldering, 
. trees and shrubs burning, and the short grass and dry tnrf was being eaten up as 
if it were dry peat. He bad to pick bis ti-ay between and around the lesser fires, 
making detours where the fences were blazing, and at lastarrived at the oulskirt^ 
of St Charles, to find every man and woman at the limits, to fight for the salva- 
tion of their property and lives. 

Every dollar possessed by Langworth, except in real estate, was swept away by 
the flames. The clothing he had on was so scorched that it could be picked to 
pieces mth the fingers, and ha had at least a score of blisters on his face and 
bonds. But his loss vras small compared with that of others. As be states, the 
flames have swept for miles, bnrning bam, fences, haystacks, houses and sheds, 
reducing many a former from wealth and plenty to almost absolute beggary. The 
flames stopped at nothing. They traveled with the wind, against it, and made a 
scene of desolation in their route. Hundreds of eatOe and sheep have been 
smothered or roasted, and the fury of the flames has almost blotted some localities 
out of recognition. 

THRILLING NAEKATIVE. 



On iba iioming of the 11th of October, just as we were sitting down to take 
breakftist, Mr. Richardson, a neighbor of ours, came running into Ibe bouse and 
told Mr. Mechand that be must come out immediately and see what could be 
done. During the night the wind had risen, but not so gieatly as to amount to 
anything like a gale, but rather did it resemble the ordinary fall wind. Mr. Mech- 
and did not seem at all uneasy, and leistirely swallowed bis breakfast before follow- 
ing Mr. Richardson who had disappeared as soon as he had stuck his head into 
the room and called my husband. Mr, Mechand went into the woods and stayed 
until about noon, when he came running back and said that he bad climbed up to 
the top of Brown's Hill, where the wind was blowing a gale, and from there had 
seen the fire, which was coming towards us at a rapid pace. Indeed 1 had feared 
as much, and had been e^tceedingly uneasy all the morning, for the smoke which 
for days had been in the volley where we lived iiad become more and more dense, 
and occasionally hot pufl^ of wind had blown down over the hills, driving the 
smoke in a dense cloud before it I asked my husband if be thonght there was any 
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danger to he feared ; lie stook his herLd and answered " No," yet I knew from his 
iac9 Ihiit he was far ftom heing devoid of fear. He ate his dinner hastily, and 
then ran out again, and was met at the door by a neighbor who said Iha fire was 
advancing with frightful speed. Indeed the air had now become sultry aa it never 
had before except on some hot days in summer immediately before the coming of 
a thunder storm. The air was stifling, and the smolie got into one's lungs and 
nostrils in such a way aa to render it exceedingly unpleasant. Mother sat in a 
comer holding little Louis in her lap, and I noticed that she seemed restless, and 
that her eyes shone with a light snoli as I hare sometimea seen in the eyes of a 
wild beast, and had only seen in hers in the old days when she was about to have ■ 
an outburst of fury. I was frighteiied and fidgety, and didn't do anything in the 
right way. I went and took the boy away from mother, who roUnquished hira 
readiij ; and then, as I had afterward terrible reason to remember, although I had 
hardly noticed it at the time, she went to the cupboard and secreted someihing in 
the bosom of her dress, Mr. Mechand stood at the door speaking hurriedly with 
the man whom he had met, when a burning branch of pine fell at his feet. In- 
stantly the air darkened, a violent puff of wind rushed upon us, and smoke poured 
in volumes about the house. Then, following the gust, a bright sheet or rather 
wall of fire, seemed to be pushed down almost upon us, and instantly everytldng 
was in flames, Mr. Mechand cried out to ma to bring Louis with me, and seized 
mother by tiia hand, and we all four ran ont into the woods ahead of us. I ran on 
blinded and choked by the smoke, and carrying Louis in my arms. He was pale 
ivith terror, and did not utter a single cry, but clung to my neck as I hurried on, 
stumbling and tripping at nearly every stflp. So sudden had been the rush of the 
fire that we had no chance of saving anything but our lives, even if we had cared 
to do so. I kept calling to my husband to keep in sight, but, poor fellow, there 
was no need of doing so, for I could see that mother was a great worry to him. and 
that he had almost to drag her along. She kept looking from side to eide, and 
trying lo break away from him ; even (hen I thought how terrible it would be if 
she should become furious again. What on earlh could we do with her ? 

"We must have gone on in this way for at least three miles, and I was almost ei- 
hausted, for Louis was a boy sii years old and large for his age, and I had been 
carrying him all the way. The trees were compact, and in some places the under- 
growth was close and stiflT as wire. Mother kept getting worse, and Mr. Mechand, 
who was a'short distance ahead of Louis and me, had the greatest difficulty to 
make her obey him. Presently he stopped, and evidently was waiting for me 
to come up. So I took Louis down and told him to keep alongside of me, at the 
same time taking him fii'mly by the hand. The fire had come much slower than 
me, and I believe we must have been at least two miles ahead of it, although there 
was no lellii^, for I could see nothing behind or far before me but smoke curling 
like a mist in and out of the trees. Behind us, indeed, it was heavier, and looked 
a sullen, dirty white. 

Wo could not have been sii feet from my husband when my mother broke away 
from him, and with a loud cry darted off into the woods, and then I knew that 
what I had dreaded had indeed coma to pass, and that excitement and danger had 
brought back an old sickness upon her. She was a loaniae. Mr, Merehand dart- 
ed after her, and in the terror of the moment I foi^ot all else and followed him, 
leaving poor little Louis behind. I must have been crazy to do so, but on I rush- 
ed, and soon saw that mother was cunning enough to escape by doubling oa her 
tracks, for I saw her dress dart piist the bushes at my side as stie ran diagonally 
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nway fconi me. I spranR iifter i er, and after running for aljont five minutes, 
fouml to my horror that I hnd nc only lost her, hut Louis sniJ hia father. Madly 
I tried to roirace my steps, but t! re was nothing to gaida me— no path, no hlazcs 
on the trees. The wind shook t trees, jvnd almost bent them donble ; the snltry 
air filled w-ith smote, and all the .orrors of my terrible condition made me frantic. 
I rushed about helpless, crying, lud screaming, "Louis! Louis! Father)" Eut 
that list word made me calm for.j i instant and I felt that I was not alone— not ut- 
terly lost in the burning woo'' , for the spirit of my dead tatier was near and 
there were guardian angela. J ;nelt down, tooi my crurafix from my nock, and 
prayed. In kneeling down I foi^rnd to my great joy that my dresa was wet, I had 
knelt near a Bpring. I bathed -lay face and hands, and soaked my hair and the 
upper portion of my dress. But tlien my boy— my little Louis. I sprang ia my 
feet, and called on the Virgin to direct me, dashed on in the direction oi' the fire. 
I had not gone more than a quarter of a mile when I found my darling, standing 
with head erect, and his flashing eyes filled with angry tenrs, trying to beat away 
some wolves, which, hungry though they were, seemed bent only on flight. I 
cried, "Louis! Louis!" and clasped him to my heart, It was my hoy, and he 
was saved. He had not seen hia father though once he heard a man's voice call- 
ing, but the voice seemed to have come from an immense distance. "Oh, Louis," 
said I, "we are lost unless we find Mm. We must run for our lives," The hoy 
began to cry, and then I was ashamed of what I had said, and tried to cheer him 
up. The fire must have been very near us then, for I conid not only feel its heat- 
ed breath, but aboTe my head, among the tree-tops, sparks and firebrands were 
whirling in the air, I took Louis in my arms, determined that never again should 
he be separated from me ; and pressed onward with the idea that I would soon 
reach Wolf Hiver. 

Night was comir^ on, and since noon we had had nothing to eat. I did not feel 
hungry, but Was tormented with thoughts of what might happen if we should not 
soon reach some place of safety, for I feared that Louis would give out, and that 
was one of the reasons which made me carry him. My arms ached, and my 
hmbs were scratched, bruised and bleeding. Still I made good headway, and 
soon came to a natural clearing, on the thither side of which we sat down to rest. 
By this time night had come on, and what a night ! No moon, no stars, but the 
cloudy heavens lighted up afit with the horrible fire of the burning woods. The 
clearing in which we sat was the dried np bed of a stream, which for some unac- 
countable reason had not thickly wooded Ehores,au(l we were at least two hun- 
dred feet from the forest in flame. All this time, Louis, manly little fellow, that 
he was, had not even asked for food, nor had he cried since 1 myself foolishly 
frightened him. 

We sat there a long time while I was trying to think where we were, but I could 
come to no conclusion. I had heard my husband speak of a stream which bad 
run diy, but that was in a northeasterly direction from our house, and, notwith. 
standing the fiiot that I was lost, yet I had a general notion that I was approach- 
ing the Wolf River. The stars could give me no information, for I could not see 
them. What to do I scarcely knew, but when the heat of the fire became such 
that I could not doubt that it was near, I determined to press on away from it^ 
and taking Louis' hand I set out. On ordinary nights it would have been dark, 
but there was a nameless glare, a terrible— a horrible reflection which came 
down from the sky, mingled with the smoke. Hardly had I risen from the 
ground when, in the direction of tie woods on the other side of the clearing, 1 
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heard n claabing noise, a mingled gnashing and l>u be h k h h I n (mtl 

recognized bh that of wolves, and I scarely had t o t t h up L d ran 

behind a magnificent pine tree, whnsa trunk wai .t 1 t f t n di ro t b 
fore I heard them acrambUng up the side of the H! d f It th m n U bj m 
They did not stop tor an instant, and when t. j p d th am n th 
traoka a herd of deer, uttering cries fhat Bcemei! Im thmn nth *" 

Bgony. They ran blindly, for something raoctf't nbl tb. w 1 wia b h d 
them ; they struck the tree and were burled ba* by th h k m f tb m 
falling back npon those below. The stampede see. d to 1 t f fuU ten m t s, 
andwhen itwaa over, and I,trombimg with fca da d m to m g 

from my refuge and look aoioss tbe clearing, I sa th ds t ta d ^ ^y 

bntning-saw it lurid tbrongh the smoke, nnd felt ts t rr bl beat up n my f 
I tamed and fled in the w ake of the deer and wol My h es w tni p d 

from mj feet, and my ankles were torn and bloody. Fallen trees I, y my w . , 
but I clambered oTer and crawled under them in my desperate flight. I was agon- 
ized with terror and d^pair, and finaUy sank to tbe ground with my boy in my 

1 must have Mnted. for I knew nothing of what passed till I was mdely shaken 
by the shoulder and heard a wild gibbering laugb. I opened my eyes, and above 
me stood my mother with a drawn knife in her hand. The woods seemed all 
ablaze, althoiagb the air was not so intolerably botas it bad been. My mother 
looked dovvn upon me with eyes blazing with that hated light of insamty. 

"Ho, hor said she, "fine time of night for a mother and child to be runmng 
tbrongh the woods ! Fine night this ! Night— it is day ! Lookattheredligbt- 
'tis the hght of dawn. And the rocka are burning 1 Call on them to fall upon 
you I The clouds of thunder and the day of doom ! The Lord is coming, and 
the wheels of his chariot bum with hia mighty driving ! Let tis go tip to meet 
him in mid-aii ! Let na ride on the smoke and thunder and sweep the stars from 
the heavens ! Come, you shall go with me !" and she seized Louis who had 
thrown himself upon me and was clinging in terror to my breast. 

laprangtomy feet and cried, "Mother, moUior I what woiUd you do— would 
yonkill me and Louis T" 

"Kill you? Yes I Why wait? The Lord calls and the devil drives. He has. 
let loose his imps against the world. The trees fall crashing in the forest ; &r 
aU helVa demons pull them down with hooka of fire. I have seen them as I frf- 
lowed you. I have seen you all the way. I tode over on a wolf : 'twas, a Itmp 
garon, an old friend of mine, brought me over safely, and kept me &om the deer. 
I will kill you ! Would you bum to death ? Yon ahall go up— up, higher than the 
moon, and beyond the fire. Coma, let us go 1 ' and again she seized Louis, while 
a knife gleamed in the air. • 

I aprang at her, and with aU the strength of a mother in my arms, I Bfcmgglad 
with her. Tom, wom. and bleeding, as I was, the thought of my child and hus- 
band gave me tbe etreogth of a giant. loverpowerod the mad woman, and forget- 
ing that she was my mother— that she was anything but the would-be murdereaa 
of my boy— I seized her by the throat when ahe woa down rolling on the ground, 
and 1 could have strangled her. Her insanity had almost made me mad, and 1 
felt then what a murderous maniac feels. 

But then I thought that my mother was lying abnoat dead and powerless, and 
the flie would soon advance and overwhelm us aE My hand was stayed, and 
when my mother rose to her feat aU her wildness was gone, and in its place that 
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calmness— almost imbecililj — which bad characterized lier tor the last few year?. 
She was ready and willmg to do evetything that I told her, but I kept the knife 
&et in my hand. 

The wind was falUng, and a slight r^un whe dropping among the lea-ves overhead, 
as wo went on for an hour or two longer, and then, overpowered with oihansliojj, 
and nolongergieafly dreading the fire, we lay down in a hollow and fell asleep. 
When we awoke it was morning. I was Kick and completely exhausted, and hard- 
ly knew that there were men around us. Tet there were, and good, kind men, 
loo, who gave us food, and drove us to a place of shelter, whence, as soon as wo 
were able, we went to Green Bay, where I soon recovered from my sickness and 
terror of that dreadfol night. My mother continues in that same state of imbecili- 
ty, which the doctor says will soon become complete dementia. Louis was not 
long in recovering, but as yet I have heard nothing from my husband. 



A man named Allison Weaver, who reached Detroit from Port Huron, had a 
curious and narrow escape from being roasted alive in the North Woods. 

Weaver is a single man, about fitly years old, and served all through the war in 
an Ohio Eegiment of infantry. Up to two weeks before the fire be was at work 
for a maa named Bright, ten miles from Forrestville, as a fireman of a shinglo 
mill. Two or three days before the approach of the flames, which eventually de- 
stroyed that Beotion, Bright and his family left for Forrestville, and the next day 
all the men employed about the place either followed his example or made haste 
to reach their homes. On leaving, Bright informed his men that the fire would 
sweep that way, and warned them to lose no time in making their escape. Hav- 
ing no property to lose or family to take care of, Weaver determined, ns he says, 
"to stay and see the circus out," meaning that he intended saving the mill if pos- 
sible. He has a stubborn sort of a spirit and the fact that everybody else went 
induced him to stay. 

As soon as the men left he set to work and buried all the provisions left in the 
bouse, and during the day buried the knives, belts and other light machinery of 
the mill, as well oh a stove and a quantity of crockery ware. Tliere was plenty of 
water in the vicinity of the mill, and he filled several barrels full, besides wetting 
down the house, mill, stock, and everythii^ which would burn, scattering several 
hundred pailfuls of water on the ground around the buildings. When night came 
and the fire had not appeared, he began to jeer his absent comrades. About ten 
o'clock the heavens were so light that he could distii^fuish the smallest objects 
around him, and there was a roaring in the forest which sounded like waves 
beating against rocks on the shore. He began to suspect that he was soon to re- 
ceive the visit predicted, aaA accordingly made preparations for it. In leveling up 
the ground around the shingle mill, earth had been obtained here and there, 
and Weaver went to work and dug one of these pits deep enough for him lo 
Btandup in. 

Ho then filled it nearly fall of water, and took care to saturate the ground 
around it for a dislance of several rods. Going to the mill he dmgged out a lour 
inch plank, sawed it in two, and saw that the parts tightly covered the moutli of 
the little well. " I kalkerlated it would t«ch and go," said ho, "but it was the best 
I could do. " At midnight he had everything arranged, and the roaring then was 
ftwfnl to hear. The clearing was ten or twelve acres, and Wearer says, Ibat for 
two hours before the fire reached him there was a coustant flight across the 
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giounds of Binall animala. As he rested a moment from giving the house another 
wetting down, ii horse dashed into the opening at full speed nud mode for the 
house vfhere he stopped and tnmed toward the fiie. Weaver conld see him trem- 
ble and shake in his excitement nnd terror, and fait a pit; for him. After b. mo- 
ment the animal gave ntterance to a snort of dismay, ran two or three times 
around the honso, and then shot off into the woods. 

Not long after this the fire came. Weaver stood hy his well, ready for the emer- 
gency, yet curions to see the breaking in of the flames. The roaring increased in 
volume, the air became oppre^ive, a clond of dust and cinders came showering 
down, and be conld see the flumes throngh the trees. It did not run along (he, 
ground, nor leap ftom tree to tree, but it came on hke a tornado, a sheet of flame 
reaching from the earth to the top of the trees. As it stniclt the clearing he 
jumped into his well and closed over the planks. He conld no longer see, but he 
could hear. He saya that the.flames made no halt, whatever, nor ceased their 
roaring for an instant, hut he had hardly got the opening closed before the house 
and mill were burning hke tinder, and both were down in five minutes. The 
smoke came down to him powerfnlly, and his den was so hot that he could hardly 
breathe. 

He knew that the planks above him were on fire, bat remembering their thick- 
ness, he waited nntil the roaring of the flames had died away, and then with hia 
head and bands tnmed them over, and pat out the fire by dashing np water with 
hia hands. Allhoagh it was a cold night, nnd the wafer Imd at first chilled him, 
the heat gradually warmed it up until be says that ho felt quite comfortable. He 
remained in his den until daylight, frequently turning over the planks and put- 
ting out the fire, nnd then the worst had passed. The earth around was on fire in 
spots, house and mill were gone, leaves, brush and logs were swept clean away, as 
if shaved off and swept with a broom, and nothing but soot and ashes were to be 

After the lire had somewhat cooled off. Weaver made an Investigation of his 
eachts, and found that considerable of the property buried had been saved, al- 
though he lost all his proviBiooa except a piece of dried beef, which the fire had 
cooked as in an oven without spoiling it. He had no other resource than t<i re- 
main around the place that day, daring the night, and the greater part of next day, 
when the ground had cooled enough so that ha could pick his way to the site of 
the burned village. He was nearly twelve hours going the twelve miles, as trees 
were falling, logs were burning, and the lallen timber had in soma places heaped 
np a breastwork wliich no one could chmb. 

An Affecting Incident. 



A thrilling incident, and miracalous escape from death was in the case of the 
family of five children of Mr. William Mann, of Rock Creek. When the moth- 
er saw that they must leave their home, after fighting the fire all day, she told 
the children {five in number) to go to the lake and she would follow as soon as she 
had gathered up a few articles to take with her. They reached the lake just in 
time to be tnken into a fishii^ boat, which three neighbors were about to shove 
off. The mother in the meantime had gathered up what she conld carry, and 
started for the lake, but found the road which her children had taken so lull oi 
smoke, and fire, and falling trees, that she took another course tbios^h the wooda. 
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coming out soma distance above wliere tie children were. Slia linew not wlietbe» 
her pets liad passed tlu:ongli the fiery ordeal safely or not. She naturally feared 
the worst, but finally heard they had been taken off by the boat. 

Here commences the romantic and thrilling part of the tstory. There was not 
an oar or sweep on board ; a piece of board was all they had to control the boat 
with. For some time the boat rode genOy on the water, all the time working a 
little out from the shore, although they did not realize, on account of the density 
of the smoke, how far they were getting from the shore. They presumed thoy 
could easily return at their pleasure. It soon became apparent, on account of the 
roughness of the lake, that they were rapidly drifting into the lake, and they 
made all the efforts they possibly coald to guide their unwieldy craft back to- 
ward lie shore. Hour after hoar they labored, but aJl in vain. They knew if 
they continued to drift, death was almost sura. All wore in the greatest despair. 

The oldest of the children, a girl of eleven suin'mers, was the bravest of the lot. 
She held the baby almost constantly during that terrible trip. On they went, the 
waves frequently breaking over them— of course all were wet end cold. Night 
came on with Egyptian darkness. After weary, and long, loi^ hours of suffering, 
daybreak was Joyously hailed. They were then beyond the smoke of the burning 
forests. They were sure they would hail some vessel. Ali day long they looked, 
until darkness again set in, without seeing a sail. At about two o'clock in the 
morning of the third day out. one of Mr. Mann's children, a boy of three summers, 
died from hunger and exposure ; when it died it was lying in the bottom of the 
boat, with water half over its little body. The little eleven yeais old girl said 
she wanted the men in the boat to put it on the bedding, but they would not anl 
she was too weak and was holding the baby, and could not do it The ch Idr a 
did not cry much on the last day, as all were nearly eibausted, rin Uy after 
three days and nights, they were drifted on shore at Kincard ne Ontino where 
their wants were speedOy attended to, and from there sent to Port H r n 

During these three days the reader can imagine the mother's feel ngs Every 
tiody that knew of the circumstances supposed, of course, thny had gone to the 
bottom of the lake. The mother arriving at Port Huron, at once nent to the 
relief rooms. After making herself known, and bewailing the fate of her children 
in piteous sobs and moans (she had supposed them all dead till this moment), Mrs. 
Fred. Wells, the secretary of the Belief Association, told her her children were 
there, well and apparently happy. I cannot picture the scene. "Oh ! isit so? ia 
itso ?" " God bless their little hearts !" "Where are they?" " Takerae to them 
at once 1" Mrs. Wells informed her they were near by, and she would take her 
there at once. Another and more painfal part of the story was yet to be told Mrs. 
Mann. How to do this was a query, all the ladies in the room dreading to break 
the dreadful tidings to her. At last Mrs. Mann began to ask her how Emma was 
and then the nest one. Finally she asked how little Charlie H'as. No one answer- 
ed for B moment. She looked up and saw at once all was not right. "Is he 
dead? is ho dead?" and commenced weeping as only a fond and loving mother 
can, for the loss of her boy. 



An eye-witness of thB recent devastating fires near TJniontown, Wisconsin re- 
lates on incident ooonraing daring the conflagration, which is absolutely unparal- 
leled in the history of all similar horrors. He writes ; 

" The most horrible of all was at Boorman's welL Mr. Boorman's house was 
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the largest in the tillage, artd in the center of the yard, midway between Iha house 
and bam, was a large but shallow well. Several of the neighbors were supplied 
with water from this fountain, and it is liliely that in the conflagration, when all 
hope was cat off, the neighborhood, insane with terror, thronged with one pnrpose 
to this well. The ordinary chain and wheel pnmp used in that place liad been re- 
moved, and the wretched people had leaped into tho well as the last relHige. 
Boards had been thrown down to prevent them being drowned ; but, evidently, 
the relentless fury of the fire drove them pell-mell into the pil^ to struggle with 
each other and die, some by drowning and others by fire and suffocation. None 
escaped. Thirty-two bodies were found there ; they were in every imaginable 
position, but the contortions of their limbs, and the agonizing eipression of their 
feces, told the awful tale. 



A eitiaen of Green Bay who passed through the fire at Peshtigo, and saved 
himseK and a woman and children he met, by getting on a low spot of ground or 
in a ditch, and covering them over with wet blankets, tolls the story ; They had got 
well-covered up in this burrow, when a half-franfic woman rushed along with a 
great bundle in her arms. She had been well dressed, but her clothes were half 
off. She stopped and deposited her bundle, which consisted of a child and a lot 
of clothing, and ihen shrieked, "Great God, where is my baby?" At this the 
narrator sprang ap, and saw, a few rods off, a baby in its night-clothes lying on 
the road and kicking np Ms heels in great glee, while a billow of flame rolled over 
it, striking the ground beyond, and leaving the baby in the center of a great 
arch of fire. The baby had slid out of the bundle, unperoeivod by the mother in 
her haste. He immediately sprang for tho child, and with, difficulty rescued it 
It is no wonder that the mother fainted when she secured the child. 

Walter Heath was one of the proprietors of the Peshtigo House. WhEn the fire 
occurred, his family, with the girls employed in the bouse, escaped from the hotel 
by a team, and were saved on the low land below ElUs" House. Heath got into 
the river on the west side of the bridge and clung to the center pier of the bridge . 
The wind blew the fire from the hotel to where he was. The hotel was near the 
south end of the bridge and on the west side of the street. At the north end of 
the bridge and east of the street was the Peshtigo Company's water mill, and the 
flames from that also blew directly to his position. Thus it seems that the wind 
on two sides of the river blew in exactly opposite directions. Heath was saved 
from the tict that, being on the west side of the pier, the flames from the water 
mill divided at the pier and passed him on both sides. The bridge being on fire 
lie dare not swim through with the current, but when the fire on the bridge had 
got uncomfortably close be took off his coat, pulled off his boots, and swam up 
stream to a place of safety. He had a very narrow escape from death, and has 
not yet recovered tiom breathing the hot air and smoke. 

He tells us that the most vivid imagination can not picture the scene of the 
calamity as bad as it actually was. In hie opinion as many as 1,000 people lost 
their lives on the Peshtigo ; that 752 bodies have been buried, and that many 
were entirely burned up. The names of half the dead will never be known. They 
are buried all over Peshtigo, and the boards that mark their graves are marked 
"2 unknown," "3 unknown," etc. 

Much has been said of the intense heat of the fires which destroyed Peshtigo, 
Menekaunee, WilliamsonviUe, eta, but all that has been said cannot give the 
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stranger even a faint conception of the realities. Ttie lieat his bean compared with 
that engendered by a fliimo concentrated on an object by a blow-pipe, but even 
that would notacoountforBome of the phenomena. For instance, we hare inonr 
possession a copper cent, taken from Hie pocket of a dead man in the Peshtigo 
Sngar Bush, which will illustrate onr point. This cent has been partially ftised, 
but still retains ita round form, and the inscription npon it is legible. Others m 
the same pooiet were partially melted off, and yet the dothing and the body of the 
man jceri not euen singed. We do not know how to account for this, unless, as is 
asserted by BOme, the tornado and fire were accompanied by electrical phenomena. 
The house, bam, and fences, of Mr. HiU, of the upper Sugar Bush, were burned, 
and Mr. HiU and his family all !os(- By the side of the family was a narrow (Jley, 
jnst wide enough to drive through. In this alley stood a wagon, and whUe the 
bam and fence were entirely destroyed, the wagon bos was not even singed. 

Alfred Phillip's house, in the upper Sugar Bush, was destroyed, but the family 
escaped. They state that two opposite currents of air apparently struck the house, 
which was 16 by ii feet, and carried it bodily int« the air, abont 100 feet. It then 
burst into flames, and in a few minutes was entirely destroyed. The house was not 
on fire when it left the ground. 

We do not believe that any other explanation of the great calamity can be made 
than that it was caused by fire, wind and elijctrioity. 

More than a hundred villages and hamleta were destroyed, besides 
about sis hundred farms with all their stock and ntensils, numerons 
saw mills, flouring mills, and lumber men's camps. The loss of life 
is said to have been not lees thau 1,400, and the loss of property in 
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, is estimated at $11,000,000. It 
will require a quarter of a century to recover from the terrible dis- 
aster. 

"We might fill a book much larger than this with interesting inci- 
dents of these fires, many of them unutterably tragic, but all par- 
taking of the general character of those contained in the preceeding 
pages ; and it is therefore proper to state that we have selected those 
possessing the most interest for readera at large, giving the best and 
most comprehensive idea ot the great events they describe. 

The relief of the sufferers throughout the northwest was prompt 
and adequate. Contributions of money and clothing were made by 
the people everywhere iu the same spirit that prompted them to re- 
spond to the appeal of Chic^o, and the hiuigry and naked were fed 
and clothed with a celerity almost magical. God bless all the noblo 
hearts that so generously responded to the cry for succor. 
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The Great Fires of the Past. 

In Ancient History we find an account of a terrLHe iire in Kome, A. D. 64, sdd 
to have been kindled at the instigafion of the fnnioiis Nero, whose ambition was to 
destroy the city, that he might rebuild it and call it by his own name. 

In the words of the historian. 

" Of all calamities which ever befell this cilj from (he rage of fire, this was the 
most terrible and severe. 

It broke out in that part of the drcna, which is contiguous to Mount Palatine and 
Calius, and being ftceelerated hy the wind, it ncqnired strength and spread at once 
throngh the whole extent of the circus, It invaded first the lower portion of the 
city, then mounted to the highest, then again ravaging the lower it baffled every 
effort to eitiuguish it, and raged for five days with unabated violence. 

At length on the siith day the conflagration was stayed at the foot of Esqnil, by 
pulling down an immense nuraber of buildings so that an open space might check 
the raging element by breaking the continuity. 

Two daya later the fire broke out afresh with no little violence, and still greater 
havoc was made among the temples and porticos dedicated to amusement. 

Of the fourteen sections into which Rome was divided, font only were stan^mg 
entire ; three were levelled with the ground and in the seven others there romamed 
only here and there a few remnants of houses, shattered and half consumed. 

On the 16th of September, IBIS, at midnight. Napoleon, in utter eshaus- 
tion of body and mind, retired to rest Suddenly the cry of " fire" reaonnded 
through the streets. Far off in the East immense volumes of billowy smoke, 
pierced with flames, were roiling up into the stormy aky. Lond explosions of 
bursting shells and upheaving mines scattered death and dismay around. Sud- 
denly the thunders as of an eathquaks were heard in other directions. A score of 
buildings were thrown intfl the air. Flaming projectiles of the most combusti- 
ble and nnqnenchable material were scattered in all directions, and a new volcano 
ofsmokeandflame commenced its ravages. Earthquake succeeded earthquake, and 
volcano succeeded volcano. The demon of the storm seemed to exult in his high 
carnival of deslruction. The flames were swept in oJl directions. The shower of 
fire descended upon all the dwellings and all the streets. Mines were sprung, 
shells burst, cannons were discharged, wagons of powder and magazines blew 
np, and in a few hours of indescribable confusion and dismay, the whole vast city 
was wrapped in one wild ocean of flame. The Ptench soldiers shot the incendia- 
ries, bayoneted them, tossed them into the flames, but still, like demons, they 
plied their work. Napoleon awoke early in the morning and looked out upon the 
flames, which were sweeping through all parts of the city. For the flrst time in 
his life he appeared excessively agitated. His fcr-reaching mind apprehended at 
a glanoa the measurelessness of the calamity which was impending. He hur- 
riedly paced his apartment ; dictated hasty orders, and from his window anxiously 
watched the progress of the fire. The KremHn was surrounded with gardens and 
shrabbeiy, and seemed foi a time to aSbrd shelter from the flames ; but mines of 
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powder were in its vavilfs, with various comtiuatibles nrrnnged to communicate tlio 
fire. As Napoleon gazod npon the conflagroUon to exclaimed, " What a frightful 
spectacle ! Such a nutaber of palaces ! The people are gennine Scjtbians." 
"Not eren tiie fiction of the burning ofTroy," said Napoleon afterward, "tbongh 
hightaned by all the powers of poetry, could have equalled the reality of the des- 
truction of Moscow." 

During fbe whole of Uie 17th, and of the ensrang njght, the gale increased in 
severity, and the fire raged with unabated violence. The city now seemed but 
the almost boundless crater of an indistinguishable volcano. Various colored 
flames shot up to an immense height into the air ; incessant explosions of gun- 
powder, saltpetre out of iron and stone, and burning rafters were hurled far off 
into the surrounding plain, crushing many in theii fall. Slultitndes encircled by 
the flames in the narrow streets were miserably humed to death. The scene of 
confusion and dismay has probably never been equalled. The soldiers, stifled 
witli smoke, singed with flames and lost in the streets of the burning city, fled 
hither and thither, before a foe whom they were unable even to atlaok. They 
were often seen staggering beneath immense packages of treasure, which they 
were frequently compelled to abandon to effect their escape. Miserable women 
were seen carrying one or two children on their shoulders and draggii^ otbersby 
the hand, atlemptji^, often in vain, to flee from these atcumulating horrors, Old 
men, with beards singed by the fire, crept slowly and feebly along, and in many 
cases were overtaken and destroyed by the coils of flames that pursued them. 
Napoleon ^-as indefatigable in his exertions for the rescue of Ma soldiers and 
the remaining inhabitants. 

At length it was announced that the Kremlin was on fire. The flames so encir- 
cled it that escape seemed almost impossible. The fire was already consuming 
the gates of the Citadel. It was not until after a long search that a postern could 
be found through which the imperial escort could pass. Blinded by cinders and 
smothered with heat and smoke, they pressed along on foot, till (hey came to a 
roaring sea of fire, which presented apparently an impassable barrier. At last a 
narrow, crooked, divei^ing street was found blazing in various ports, and often 
overreached with flame. It was an outlet which despair alone could enter. Yet 
into this formidable pass Napoleon and his companions were necessarily impelled. 
With bamit^ fragments falling Moand, and blaEing cinders showered upon them, 
they toiled along, almost bhnded and suffocated with heat and smoke. 

At length the guide lost his way, and stopped in utter bewilderment. AJI now 
gave themselves up tor lost. It was remarked that, in this terrible hour. Napo- 
leon was perfectly calm and self-possessed. Just then they caught a glimpse of 
Marshal Davonst, who, with a company of soldiers, was in search of the Emperor. 
The marshal bad signified his determination to rescue the hope of France or 
perish in the attempt. Napoleon affectionately embraced the devoted Prince. 
They soon encountered, in the blazing streeie, a convoy of gmipowder, along 
which they were compelled to pass, while flamii^ cinders were falling around. 
The energies of Napoleon's mind were so disciplined for the occasion that not the 
slightest indication of alarm escaped him. They soon emerged from the walls of 
the city, and Napoleon retired to the castle of Petrowshoi, about three miles from 
the burning metropolis. Tte Emperor, as he looked hack npon the city, gloomily 
remarked: "This forbodes no common calamity." "It was," said he, years 
afterward, " the spectacle of a sea and billows of fire, a sky and clonds of fiame, 
moontfdns of red, rolling flames hke immense waves of the sea, alternately burst- 
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ing foctli and elevfltiDg themaelves to skies of fite, and then sinking into tlie ocean 
of flume l)elow. Ah, it wns the most grand, the most sublime, the moat terrific 
sight the world ever beheld. " 

The fira began to decrease on the 9th for want of fuel "Palaces, and temples." 
Bftys Konnanziu, "monnmenta of art and miracles of Itisnix remains of ages long 
since past and the creations of yesterday, the tombs of remotest aneestiy and the 
cradles of children of the rising generation, were indiscriminately destroyed. 
Nothing was left of Moscow save the cemembiance of its former grandeor. The 
French army was now encamped in the open fields around the smoaldering cilry. 
Their bivouacs presented the strangest speclaele which had ever been witnessed. 

Immense fires were blazing, fed by the fr^ments of the most costly fumitura 
of satin wood and mahogany. The soldiers were sheltered from the piercing 
winds by lie teuta reared from the dr8x>ery of the regal palaces. Superb arm- 
chairs and sofas, in the richest upholstery of imperial purple and crimson velvet 
afforded seats and lounges for alL Cashmere shawls, Siberian fans, pearls and 
gems of Persia and India, wore strewed over the ground in wild confusion. In 
the midst of all these wrecks of boundless opulence the soldiers were famishing. 

Among the great conflagrations of the past, tlmt of London, in September 16G6, 
will always stand pre-eminent for its terrible destructiveness. It followed upon 
the great plngue, whicli had carried off one-third of the population in the previous 
year, and swept over nearly five-sixths of the space included within the city walls 
at that datti. It lasted four days, and the ruins covered four handred and thirty- 
Eix acres. It destroyed eighty-nine churches (including St. Paul's), the Boyal 
Exchange, the Custom-Eouse, Guildhall, Zion College, and many other pubho 
bnildir^, besides 13,200 ptivalo houses. Four hundred streets were entirely 
laid waste, and about 200,000 of the inhabitants of the city were obliged to encamp 
for some time in the open fields of Islington and Highgate. The most disi^trous 
fire since that date occurred on the 25th of March. 1748, when 200 houses in the 
Comhill Ward were destroyed. Many destructive fires have occurred in the 
Britifih metropolis at later dates, the most recent worthy of special note being the 
burning of the cotton and other wharves of Tooley street in June and July, 1861. 
The fire continued raging with greater or less fury for neatly a month. Several 
persons were killed, and property was destroyed to the valne of £2,000,000. 



On the 5th of May, 1612, a fite broke out in the City of Hamburg, Germany, 
which raged with great fury for four days, destroying about one-third of the city. 
Sixty-one streets containing 1,747 houses, were utterly laid waste, and thousands 
of people were rendered homeless. There were few public buUdings of value 
destroyed, and that portion of the city was quickly rebuilt in a much more sub- 
stantial manner than before. 

In this country great fires, especially before the day of improved flre-wigineg, 
have been comparatively frequent, and New York has had her full share. In Sei»- 
tember, 1776, soon after the city oame into the hands of lie Brifish, 500 houses 
were destroyed, forming at that time a lai^e part of the town. The buildings 
were rather huddled together at the lower end of the island, imd were mostly of 
wood, and the district west of Broadway and below Cortland street, was swept bara. 
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NewYorkwas visited by anotlier great conflagration, the greatest in its history, on 
tlie 18tli of December, 1835. Sis hundred warehouses, and property to the 
extent of 820,000,000, were consumed. Our oldest inhfthitanta still rememher the 
horrors of that terrible disaster. On tlie 6tii of September, 1839, the city had 
another severe visitation, when forty-sii buildings, and property valued at $10,- 
000,000 were destroyed. The neit oonfif^fition of large eitent in this city toot 
plsoo on the 19th of July, 18-15, when 302 stores and dwellings ia the lower part 
of the city were destroyed. These, however, were of comparatively interior value, 
the whole loss amounting to $6,000,000. Pour lives were lost on this occasion. 
Since tliat time, owinR to the increased efficiency of the means employed to pre- 
vent and eitinguiah fli«e, they have generally been confined to a single building or 
a small group. 

QtTEBHO. 

In the BBme year of the last great fite in New York, Quehee snffered terribly ^ 
ftom the same destroying element. On the 28th of May a fire broke out in the 
Faubonrgh St. Eoch which destroyed 1,500 buildings before it could be quelled. 
Several lives were also lest. Eiactlj one month later 1,300 buildings were burned, 
and by these two conflagrations nearly two-thirds of the city was laid in ruins. 
The pecuniary loss has been stated at S3, 000,000. 

In the same year, on the 12tli of June, nearly the whole town of St. John's, 
Newfoundland, was destroyed, and 6,000 people were rendered homelesB. 

Albany suffered from a great conflagration on the 913i of September, 1841. Sir 
hundred buildings, besides steamboats, piers, and other property, valued altogether 
at $3,000,COO were burned. Twenty-four acres of land within the city limits were 
covered with ruins. 

St. Louis had a great fire in May, 18i9( whenflfteenblocks of houses and twenty- 
three steamboats were consumed, causing a loss of over $3,000,000. 



Philadelphia has been fortunate in having tew great fires, but one ooearred in 
that city on the 9tli of July, 1850, which destroyed .150 buildings. These were of 
inferior value, and the whole loss was but $1,500,000, though twenty-five persons 
were burned to death, nine drowned, and one hundred and twenty injnred. 



A liiTga portion of Son Francisco was destroyed in 1851. On the 3d of May a 
fire broke out wliich consumed nearly 2,600 buildings, causing a loss of $3,500. 
000 and several Uvea, A little over a month later, on the 22d of June, 500 mora 
buildings were bnrned, valued at $3,000,000 or more. 



Twelve acres of land in Syracuse wore burned over on the 8th of November, 
1866. About 100 buildii^s were destroyed, and Uie loss of property amounted 
to $1,000,000. 



The Bosne most naturally recalled by this fearfiil disaster in Chicago is the ter- 
rible celebration of the Fourth of July in Portland, Ale., in 1866. The leading 



HD,redbyGOOgle 



CHICAGO AS IT WAS AND A3 IT K. ^iw 

facts in thnt great ovont are still fresU in the public mind. The fire, beginning in 
a boot shop on High Etieat, swept North, and destroj'ed in its course nearly one- 
biilf of the city. The pecuniary losa was aboat $15,000,000, and one-foarth of the 
population were rendered houesless. 

The amoke from the smouldering embers of Chicago has hardly been dissipated 
when ttere comes from beyond the water intelligence that another ' ' City of the 
Lake " has all but suffered the fate of its American sister, to which it beats so 
close a resemblance. Geneva, if not ft8 complete a wasla as Chicago, has so nar-^ 
rowly escaped it as to afford almost a parallel to our unparalleled calamity. The 
full eifent of the calamity has not yet been ascertained, and caai not be estimated 
for some days. 

Fortunately Geneva offered natural barriers to the progress of the fiames which 
very greatly lessened the eilent of the disaaler. It ia situated opon the slopes 
of two hills which are divided by the Khone, which in its course trom the lake 
forms two islands, on one of which a portion of the town is built. On tio other 
of these iskndfl there is a handsome promenade. The islands and the two princi- 
pal parts of the city are connected by a fine suspension bridge. The streets are 
wide and spacious. The public buildings include the Catholic Cathedral (Mgr. 
Mermillods), the Hotel de Ville, the University, {founded by Calrin and Beza), 
the Hotel do !a Couronne (which was burnt), the Hotel do I'Ecu, the museums 
of art and natural history, the pubUo library, containing 30,000 volumes, and 
many valuable manuscripts. The largest seodon of the city is on the left bank of 
the river. The Quartier de St. Oervais, on the right ban'^, is the seat of the man- 
ufactures and the residences of the humbler classes. The Quartier des Bargnes is 
the fashionable section. The manufactures of Uie town are world -fiinons. The 
population of the Canton, of which it ia the capital, ia about 64,000, including 34,- 
000 Protestants, 29,000 Catholics, and a few hundred Jews. 

K it were admissible to trace a historical or social contrast between a city which 
has a history older than the Christian era, as well aa social surroundings long es- 
tabhshed and widely connected, and n mushroom city of yesterday, with its soci- 
ety in a metomorphic if not a wholly chaotic condition, it would not be diffloolt 
to discover many points of resemblance between the centre of Swiss commercial 
and mental activity and the great commercial centre of the West, besides the tacts 
that both are cities of the lakes and that both have Buffered from that enemy 
which both, of all other cities existing, should have been best prepared to fight 

Few towns of Europe have a more interesting or varied history than this city, 
which, having passed through so many trials, now undergoes the ordeal of fire. 
A hundred names rise to the lips when Geneva is mentioned; names famous in 
letters, in arms, in criticism, diplomacy, politics, and theology, saints and sin- 
ners, heteaiarcha and martyrs, pedestrians and latitudinarians, orthodox believ- 
ers and incorrigible skeptics, reformers and believers in Rome, infcUibilisls, and 
haters of the Scarlet Lady, friends of Imperialism and admirers of the nmversal 
republic, members of the Peace Society and come-outers of all kinds, by no 
means forgetting the arbitrators of the little trouble between these States and 
Great Britain. Geneva ia not a town of last week, or of the month of October. 
In the Ecoond century before Christ it was of aufficient importance to attract 
the attention of Rome — the legions of which made it their owa— and even since, 
Rome, pagan and papal, has had its eyes on this important center— political, com- 
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merciiJ, Eooial and religious. Of the stormy history of this capital daring all the 
perioil from the days of Charlemagne down to the KeformatiOQ, and thence to- 
day, almost every one knows something. In war it has heoome the object of at- 
tack of the Germiiii, the Italian, and the Gaul, and with varying foitune it has 
generally returned to its old lovo^a repnblicau form of government and politi- 
cal aBSociation with Switzerland. In religion it has beea a central point of the 
fight between Calvinism and Catholicism, and at the present day this 9ght is car- 
ried on with as great bitterness as in the days of the Prince Bishops and Calvin and 
William Farel. Marie d'Aubigne on one side, and Mgr. Mermilkid on the other, 
are fair types of the contest in which they are so eminent leaders. It is a cnri- 
ons incident of this quarrel that the most accurate and the earliest news of Bome 
and of Catholicism is now to be obtained through the agencies of this capital of 
Calvinism and free thought. 

Of the great names whom business or leisure have associaled with this city and 
the delightful region that snrroands it, mention ma; be made of Francis ol Sales, 
Cahin, Jean Jacques SousBeaa, Beza, Madame de Stael, Voltaire, Gibbon, Ma. 
rie d'Aubigne, Mermanod, Byron, Shelly, John Knox — who was enrolled a citizen 
of Geneva — Neckr", our own statesman, Gallatin. Berai^er, Cassaubon, Marie 
Louise, Josephine, Sir Humphrey Davy, Sismondi, and Dumout, and the emi- 
nent scientific scholars, De Luc, De Sauserro, Bonnet, Huher aad De Candolle. 



The terrible fire in Chicago has no pamllol in modem history, unless in the con- 
flagrations kindled by war. Even the great fire of Iwindon, though relatively 
more destructive, did not equal it in absolute extent The London of that day 
was little more than twJ-thirda the size of the Chicago of to-day, having less than 
250,000 inhabitants ; and if two-thirds of Chicago is in ruins, the desolate terri- 
tory is £u: great«r than the flve-sistha of London said to have been laid waste 
in 1660. 
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